


in f in i ty  and beyond

ART AND SCIENCE HAVE OFTEN
BEEN PARTNERS AND EQUALLY

OFTEN DIVIDED BY A SEEMINGLY
IRREDUCIBLE GAP,

BUT THE WORLD WHICH
WE NOW INHABIT PROVIDES

LITTLE SCOPE FOR ANY OF THE
ARTS TO STAND ALLOF FROM\SCIENCE

ACCORDING to my Bumper Book of Science, the
familiarTable of Elements which doubtless hung in your
science class at school is the joint creation of the Russian

scientist Dmitri Mendeleev and the German Lothar Meyer, each of
whom worked indepandently on it in the 1860s. The Russian’s version
proved the more accurate and adaptable, and forms the basis of the
table.
It provides a schematic diagram of all known elements, now 109 in
number. Chemical elements are defined as a substance which cannot
be reduced to more basic substances by chemical processes, and they
constitute the fundamental building blocks for all matter, which makes
them pretty important in the overall cosmic scheme of things, never
mind the human angle.
One of the aims of this exhibition, however, is to translate the cold
science of the Table into a “visually dynamic graphic form” which will
explore the nature and function of the elements in a way that is both
unique and innovative, and accessible to layman and expert alike.
Art and science have often been partners, and equally often divided by
a seemingly irreducible gap, but the world which we now inhabit provides
littel scope for any of the arts to stand aloof from science and technology.
Murray Robertson, an artist and printmaker at the Glasgow Print Studio,
has grasped the collaborative opportunity in this exhibition, augmented
by textual descriptions by Dr John Emsley of Cambridge University.
Robertson’s images are as varied as the elements themselves. They
include beautiful and mysterious abstractions; stylised representations
of alchemical symbols or familiar objects (a tungsten bulb, a rose, a
coat of arms); equally stylish images of technilogical artifacts (an early
transistor, a compact disc); and cosmological phenomena.
109 - A Visual Interpretation of the Table of Elements is at the Gallery
of Modern Art, Glasgow 25 Feb-9 April 2000.
There is an associated website at :www.chemsoc.org/viselements
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