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The periodic table was first intro-
duced into the scientific lexicon in
1869. However, for ambitious new
exhibition, 109, the elements
appear as digital beats and vibrant
otherwordly landscapes. The
project, which is supported by the
Royal Society of Chemistry, gave
visual artist Murray Robertson the
challenging brief of presenting the
concept and properties of the peri-
odic table in as innovative a
manner as possible.

Robertson has produced a striking
new representation of the elements

by creating a new graphic symbol
for each one. He mined a rich
seam of cultural references to find
inspiration, from the traditional
(nitrogen’s sheaf of corn symbol)
to the imaginative (plutonium as
the dancing deity, Shiva). Robert-
son’s reworked table of the ele-
ments has been turned into a
digital animation by Alistair Wells,
which is accompanied by an
atmospheric modern soundtrack
for the exhibition.

The best of Robertson’s work
are his eerie computer-generated
landscapes. Extrapolating the
atomic values of the elements
from the bar charts, Robertson created
a series of 3D Periodic Landscapes,
with craggy mountains of osmium
and iridium and pointed stacks of
helium. These colourful and futur-
istic images are bound to arouse
the interest of science fiction fans,
chemists and more. Sarah Lowndes



