Preface

The International Symposia on the Characterisation of Porous Solids began in 1987, in
Bad Soden in Germany, and a conference in this series is held every three years. This
book is the Proceedings of “COPS VIII”, the eighth in this series. This is the second
COPS in the UK, following COPS IV in Bath in 1996, and the first “north of the border”
in Scotland.

I would like to thank my colleagues on the Scientific Committee — Stefan Kaskel, Philip
Llewellyn and Francisco Rodriguez-Reinoso — for their support and particularly for their
contribution to the scientific programme and to the editing of this volume. I am
particularly grateful to Philip, who was Chairman of COPS VII in Aix-en-Provence, for
his advice on “the art of COPS-conference-organising”. I would also like to thank my
colleagues in the Organising Committee — Mark Biggs, Tina Diiren and Lev Sarkisov —
who contributed greatly to all stages of our project, from the original idea to run the
conference in Edinburgh, to helping to make sure things happen as they should at the
conference itself.

Finally, my thanks go to Arlene Sievwright, of the Office of Lifelong Learning at the
University of Edinburgh, who masterminded the planning and administration of the
conference.

On behalf of the conference organisers, and all the participants, I gratefully acknowledge
financial support from Micromeritics, Quantachrome, BEL, Rubotherm, Hiden Isochema,
the Institution of Chemical Engineers and the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Nigel Seaton
Chairman, COPS VIII Organising Committee






