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Volunteer 
Recognition 
Awards

Celebrating innovation and 

inclusion in member 

networks’ activities
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• 9 Interest Groups

• 8 Local Sections (Worldwide)

• 2 Subject Community Regions

Winners
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Inspirational Committee Award

Purpose

To recognise member networks committees that have initiated novel 

activities or approaches in order to engage or provide services for their 

communities. This should include initiatives to make the committee or 

events more inclusive to engage new members, an activity which has 

had a significant demonstrable impact in the community or other 

novel/significant activity which demonstrably supports our wider strategy.
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Inclusivity
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Impact on the community
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Supporting RSC strategy
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Inspirational Member Award

Purpose

To recognise the contribution of individual members who, through our 

member networks, have been instrumental in introducing and driving 

new ideas and approaches to support the full breadth of our community.

8



Winners
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Are you on an inspiring committee?

• Engaging members through inclusive action

• Impacting your community through new or novel activities

• Supporting RSC strategy 
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Post pandemic

Committee health check
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Discussion points

• How are you?

• How is your committee doing post pandemic?

• Has the pandemic changed your committee?

• Do you need new volunteers?
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Interest Group 
Forum 2023

Lunch break

We’ll be back ~ 13:00
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Developing our 
Interest Group 
portfolio
Aurora Walshe
Programme Manager, 
Member Community Development



Outline
• Why do we want to develop our portfolio?
• What does this mean for you?
• Share your experience and expertise
• Next steps
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rsc.li/strategy

http://www.rsc.li/strategy




Analytical Science

Chemistry Biology
Interface

Environment, 
Sustainability
and Energy

Inorganic chemistry Materials Chemistry

Organic Chemistry

Physical Chemistry

107 
events

55 general 
interest 
events







Why do we want to develop our portfolio?



rsc.li/strategy

http://www.rsc.li/strategy


Member Community Development
The member community development programme aims 
to conduct a strategic review of the RSC member 
networks to ensure ongoing relevance to existing and 
potential members by identifying gaps, opportunities, 
and potential collaborations to create new Interest 
Groups that support our ambitions for greater relevance 
to multidisciplinary areas and membership growth.
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How will we do this?
• Gather data and evaluate the chemical sciences 

landscape
• Map current portfolio of events and activities
• Examine societies and professional bodies relevant 

to our community
• Identify gaps and analyse opportunities
• Make recommendations
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What does this mean?



How will this impact you?
• There shouldn’t be any direct impacts for 

existing networks
• If a new Interest Group is proposed, we will 

consult with all networks likely to be affected
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How you can get involved
• Share your knowledge and expertise as 

member network committee members
• Share your insights and experience as 

members and scientists
• Support the programme
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Share your experience and expertise



Please share your thoughts and comments to 
support the member community development 
programme.

Scan the QR code to share your responses 
on our Easy Retro board – you can also vote 
for ideas or comments you agree with to help 
us prioritise your feedback.

Share your experience and expertise



New 
networks



What are the defining factors for 
creating a successful Interest 
Group?

What makes an Interest Group work?
Where would community or peer-to-peer support 
have a positive impact?
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New 
communities



How can we bring like-minded 
professionals together?

What advice would you give to someone startin  
from scratch?
What are the challenges or pitfalls in setting up  
new community?
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Forging 
partnerships



What works well when working with 
others?

How do you bring together different groups?
What are the potential barriers or challenges?
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What’s next?
• Mapping the landscape and portfolio
• Working with Subject Community Councils and 

Member Communities Board
• You will be kept informed of developments 



Thank you



walshea@rsc.org 



Open Access 
publishing at the 
RSC

Laura Fisher

RSC Member Networks Conference

17–19 October 2023

1



2

About me

2

• 2003 – 2011 Undergraduate degree and PhD at University of Bath, UK

• 2012 – 2013 Postdoc at Stellenbosch University, South Africa

• 2014 – 2015 Publishing Editor, Soft Matter, Biomaterials Science, Polymer 

Chemistry, Reaction Chemistry & Engineering, and MSDE 

• Sept 2015 – March 2016 Supplier Relations Executive – working with 

external editors and typesetters across all RSC journals

• April 2016 – June 2019 Deputy Editor, Soft Matter, Biomaterials Science, 

Polymer Chemistry, Reaction Chemistry & Engineering, and MSDE

• July 2019 – present Executive Editor, RSC Advances 



Open Science & Open Access

3

Open Access to scientific 

publications is a key 

component of Open 

Science

Figure from: UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science © 2021 by UNESCO is licensed under 
CC BY-SA 4.0



What is Open Access?
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A research output is Open Access (OA) if it is:

• Digital

• Online

• Free of charge

• Free of most copyright and licensing restrictions



Why Open Access?

5

Open Access is part of our mission at the RSC to help chemists to make the world a better place.

The benefits of Open Access are clear:

• Fairness; everyone has the same potential to read and build upon cutting edge research

• Visibility and Impact; the more people that can access research, the more people will 

read it and ultimately cite it

• Interdisciplinary collaboration; when work is OA, researchers are more likely to read 

work that is out of their research area and think outside the box

• Transparency; research integrity is strengthened by the free availability of research.

Open Access is the best and most efficient way to help chemists exchange 

knowledge and to make the world a better place.



Open Access is the future
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• The publishing landscape is moving further and further towards a fully Open Access 

environment

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-02351-1

• All cOAlition S and UKRI funded research now Open 

Access. Plan S funding for ‘Transformative Journals’ 

and Transformative Agreements ends in 2024

• The US will require immediate access to federally 

funded research after it is published, starting in 2026

• Japan will require immediate access to research after it 

is published, starting in 2025

The question is no longer if Open Access, but when (and how).
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Cambridge University Press have publicly committed to 

transitioning their entire journal portfolio to OA by 2025

ACS have committed entire portfolio to ‘Transformative Journal’ 

status, effectively committing to fully transition to OA (most likely 

in the next 3–5 years)

Large publishers are investing heavily in growth (to prep for 

OA future), acquisition and transformative agreements 

Large OA publishers are growing exponentially – and 

investing heavily in growing institutional level agreements 

Royal Astronomical Society have committed to 100% OA by 

2024

De Gruyter commits to mostly OA (320 journals!) by 2028

This development represents a major step in 
ACS’ long-standing commitment to open 
science, signaling a future in which all 
publications are open access (OA).

https://www.miragenews.com/acs-publications-commits-its-entire-hybrid-770404/

https://ras.ac.uk/news-and-press/news/royal-astronomical-society-announces-all-journals-publish-open-access-2024

1 Mar 2023 — The Royal Astronomical 
Society (RAS) has today announced that all 
journals published by the Society will be Open 
Access (OA) from January 2024.

Publishers are adapting



Our vision of an Open Access future

Everyone, everywhere has the same potential to access critical knowledge and 

build upon it, accelerating the pace of innovation and discovery

Authors should not pay for Open Access; libraries, governments and funders 

should reinvest subscription funds to cover these costs through new Open Access 

business models

A global understanding that Open Access = quality, integrity and transparency 

(just as much, if not more so than subscription journals)
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RSC Open Access Timeline

9

‘Gold for Gold’ introduced

Chemical Science becomes OA

World’s largest chemistry journal, 
RSC Advances, becomes OA

Read & Publish (R&P) model 
launched

First North American R&P deal (RSC & MIT)

RSC becomes partner 
society in ChemRxiv

2015 2016 2017 20182012 2021 2022 2028

RSC is first major chemistry publisher to 
commit to 100% OA

100% OA for RSC-owned journals

RSC publishes 16 fully OA journals

2023



RSC Open Access Portfolio
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Chemical Science; Diamond OA

Chemical Science, our flagship journal, is Diamond Open 

Access. This means that it’s free both to read and to 

publish in Chemical Science.

This is possible because we, the RSC, cover the cost of 

publication in Chemical Science. 

The costs associated with this are covered by the revenue 

we make from our other journals – either via subscriptions 

or Open Access charges. 



Our fully OA future

English version of our press release went out on 

31 October 2022. 

The announcement was shared in several 

industry news outlets including Chemistry World, 

The Chemical Engineer, Chemical & Engineering 

News, Research Professional News, Knowledge 

Speak, Library Learning Space

The RSC has committed to achieving 

100% Open Access by 2028.
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Ensuring that everyone, everywhere can still publish with us

• We want to remove barriers so all authors have the same potential to access and publish 

research

Partnering with institutions to develop new Open Access models

• We want to transform our current subscriptions to new OA models that cover as much of 

our global author community as possible

• We are spending the next 2 years speaking to our community and in particular librarians, to 

understand their priorities, requirements and goals for OA; our aim is to move away from 

models that rely solely on authors paying article processing charges – we want these to 

be covered by institutions & funders.

Our goals for achieving 100% OA
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We are the first major chemistry publisher to commit to 

100% Open Access.

By signalling our commitment to Open Access, we want 

to show the world (and our institutional partners) that we 

value Open Access and are openly inviting key 

stakeholders across the globe to partner with us 

towards achieving this goal.

Leading the way forward

What can you do?

Get in touch and let us know your thoughts, encourage your librarians to get in touch, keep an eye out 

for future RSC OA community initiatives. And keep talking about Open Access!



fisherl@rsc.org
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Thank you!

Any questions?



Updates for 
Interest Groups

1



Update to member benefits

Current IGs inclusive of 

membership 

New number of IGs inclusive of 

membership 

Student member 1 3

Affiliate member 1 3

Associate Member 2 4

Member 3 5

Fellow 3 5

2



Discounts for members

3

Rule 8.8

Member Networks should apply and promote to RSC members at least a 
15% discount for conferences and events if they are scientific meetings of 
one-day or more, and if delegate fees are being collected. For joint groups 
and joint events held in collaboration with sister societies, the same discount 
can be applied to members of either society.

Exemptions can be considered if there are conditions that make it unfeasible 
to offer the minimum members’ discount level. These should be discussed 
with the Networks Team as soon as possible, and for events that need MCB 
approval, the request for  exemption can be built into the approval process. 



Feedback

4



Diversity matters

5



Annual review of networks finances

• Pilot - 31 October 2023

• Kent Local Section

• North East Analytical Science Community Region

• Chemical Nanoscience and Nanotechnology Group 
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And finally…

• Images

• Licenced images are available via the Networks Team.

• Conflicts of interest

• All conflicts of interest or loyalty must be recorded in the minutes and 

registered with the Networks Team.

• Contractors

• Anyone being paid for work on behalf of the RSC must have a contract.

• Minutes

• Please send them to the Networks Team – we’re here to help.
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Any questions?
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Subject 
Communities 
and Interest 
Groups

Sharing scientific topics 

and activities from your 

community

1



2



Subject Communities

3

Scientific meetings and 
symposia

RSC Prizes

Funding: Researcher Grants

Sustainable Laboratories at Faraday 
Joint Interest Group Forum 



Discussion points

• What topics is your committee currently focussing on?

• Are there topics you are considering in future? Why? 

• Are there any current opportunities or gaps in the subject or community?

• Are there potential collaborations with other groups?
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