Protein and Peptide Science Group of the Royal Society of Chemistry

Minutes of a Committee meeting held at 1 pm on Monday 5th September 2005, Priestley Room, Burlington House
Present

Brian Austen (Chair), Brent Irvine (Secretary), Parvez Haris (Treasurer), Weng Chan, Kevin Howland, Corinne Kay, Robin Leatherbarrow, Steven Ratcliffe, Gordon Roberts, Ram Sharma, Paul Sheppard.

1.
Apologies

Roger Epton (comments circulated by email), Sophie Gabriac (who also resigned from committee), Martin Quibell, Lindsay Sawyer, Chris Southan, John Wade
2.
Minutes of the last Committee meeting (19 Nov, 2004)
These were accepted.

3.
Matters arising not on the agenda
4. BA had registered the group on the Australian Protease Network website.
5. Chemical Biology Forum would be discussed under Chairman’s Business.

6. Website – see Agenda item 5 below.

7. PS had not yet had a banner made. He did not think the logo he had been sent was suitable. He asked for a reminder to complete this task. 

Action PS
4.
Chairman’s Business

BA had emailed to committee the minutes of the Chemical Biology Forum held on 6 June 2005. These included recommendations made by the CBF working party. Some of these were controversial, especially changes to the structure of the Executive Committee. Currently there are 8 members, including 3 Chairs of the following Interest Groups: PPSG, Nucleic Acids Group, and Bio-organic Group. The proposal would allow 4 ordinary members, elected by RSC Group members, to represent the following areas:
Computational Biology, Biophysics, Biomedicine, Biotechnology. However Group representation would be lost. Mike Gait had proposed that the 3 current groups retain a seat on executive. However, John McCarthy (Vice-Chair) believed that up to 14 interest groups might now be involved, and not all could have representation. 

PPSG committee were very unhappy with these proposals and asked that their views be made known by BA at the next Executive Committee in October. It was agreed that these views be expressed in a letter to the CBF, objecting to the proposals. The committee voted unanimously that as a minimum, the current Groups must retain their right to a seat on Executive committee. BI is to draft this. The form of words should include “The four areas proposed do not represent either the core or the breadth of Chemical Biology”. PS made the point that peptides, nucleotides, lipids and carbohydrates are excluded by the four areas. RL said that the definition of Chemical Biology used by funding bodies has got to include molecules. 
Action BA and BI
5.
Website

At the previous meeting committee members were asked to email a very short personal profile for inclusion on the PPSG website. These were be forwarded to RE and have been added to the website. RE had agreed to take over the running the website subject to agreement by SG. This had been confirmed. 
The following comments were received from RE relating to matters arising from the previous minutes:
RE confirms effecting prompt updating of RSC/PPSG Special Interest Group Web Page on both "old" and (later) "new" RSC Web sites now at:-  http://www.rsc.org/Membership/Networking/InterestGroups/ProteinPeptideScience/index.asp

(Note 1. The RSC has excised archived past meetings pages - presumably for sake of consistency) (Note 2. The "new" RSC Web site is deficient in that it's navigational system is not adequate to the complexity of the RSC Site. It is VERY difficult to find the PPSG Site from the RSC Home Page)

- RE confirms effecting prompt updating of BS PPSG IT-supported Group Web Page at:- http://www.biochemsoc.org.uk/themes/itgroups/ppsg/default.htm
(There is little happening on this front - should the PPSG Cttee & BS consider whether the BS PPSG IT-supported Group is defunct?) 

- RE confirms prompt creation of an unofficial RSC PPSG Web Gateway at:- http://www.ppsg.org.uk/ (Note 1. Solves "navigation problem" and provides user-friendly quicklinks to other peptide & protein sites - also allows PPSG Cttee full editorial control) (Note 2. Gemma Priddey suggested and was happy to effect placement of a back-link from the "New" RSC/PPSG Special Interest Group Web Page to this unofficial Gateway)

The following comments were received from RE relating to Agenda item 6:

Current situation is that RSC are running a "Web Training Session" for interest groups to update directly their Web Page on the RSC Site. Recently, Brent has elected to attend the RSC Web Training Session with the implication that he will now look after the "New" RSC PPSG Web Site directly. Clearly there is no point in us trying to split the tasks
- Regarding the Web Gateway http://www.ppsg.org.uk - In the light of the above comments, I request that the PPSG Cttee indicate whether they wish me to maintain this Gateway. 

Other options are simply to remove the Gateway from the Web or to change the Web Forwarding address for the URL, say to the "New" RSC PPSG Web Site.

There was discussion of this Gateway and the committee very much valued the ppsg.org.uk web address and hoped the RE would agree to maintain this. The PPSG would be happy to pay any costs for the registration or maintenance of the URL. It was also felt that the Biochemical Society web page is totally out of date and should be modified to give only a brief description and link to the RSC site. BI was attending the Web Training session on 6 September and should be able to update the RSC directly after this.

CK would like to see the RSC site having a page of relevant conferences tabulated in chronological order. PS suggested a model based on the www.proteasome.com page of the Biomol site, which has links to conference web pages, and is one of the most visited pages on the site. He also stressed the importance of keeping the site up to date. He suggested that lists of past meetings should be for the previous year only.

Action BI 
6. Newsletter

The following comment was received from RE
6. Newsletter (CK)

· RE confirms Corinne's July 2005 PPSG Newsletter has been made available via both official RSC/PPSG Special Interest Group "New" Web Page and unofficial RSC PPSG Web Gateway.
BA thanked CK for producing the newsletter. Suggestions for future newsletters included a diary of conferences or other events (see 5 above) and short articles that anyone could submit on topical areas of interest – e.g. antimicrobial peptides.

CK felt that her original idea of for a twice yearly Newsletter was probable too frequent – perhaps yearly.

7. Suggestion to put Committee Minutes on Website (CK)

CK spoke to her proposal to put minutes on the PPSG website, emphasizing that Group members need to be aware of the activities of the committee and can feel more part of a dynamic group. It was suggested that before putting on the web draft minutes should be circulated to committee members for comment and approval. If necessary confidential matters could be made more secure by putting the minutes onto the members-only area. The following comment was received from RE

· In the interests of transparency and accountability to the PPSG Membership, RE strongly supports this proposal.
Committee was happy to try this; BI to circulate draft minutes to committee for approval.
Action BI

8. Reports from Past Meetings

a)  Glasgow 21st July 2005 at Bioscience 2005.  “Amyloidogenic proteins and their therapeutic implications”. Organisers BA / BI.  The mini-symposium had been well attended (about 100 present), though attendance at the Bioscience meeting in general was lower than the previous (first) meeting Bioscience 2004. PS and RS noted that there was an increasing problem with large meetings – the American Peptide Society meeting in San Diego had also been poorly attended. BI should write a summary of the meeting for inclusion in the next Newsletter or another RSC publication, and BA would provide a photograph. 

Action BI and BA

b) “Protein Dynamics & Function”.  Leicester 4-6th January2005.   GR, one of the organisers, reported that this was a 2 day meeting (afternoon of day 1 to morning of day 3) that had been attended by 118 people. Although PPSG had agreed to pay for one speaker this had not proven necessary as industrial sponsorship had been good.
9.
Forthcoming Meetings

a) Third BioNano meeting, Sussex, 19-21st September 2005.   RSC conference.  One of the organisers, PH, reported that some discounts for students were still available. 

b) 9th International Symposium on Solid Phase Synthesis, Complementary Solution Methods and Combinatorial Libraries.  Norwich 30th August – 3rd September 2005.  The meeting was cancelled because there were insufficient early registrations secured by deposit to cover the Universities financial penalties for delegate accommodation shortfall. The penalties could have amounted to a five figure sum. The problem was worries about terrorist activity with very few delegates willing to make an early commitment to travel from abroad. Events of 7th July proved the decision to cancel to have been a wise one.

PS mentioned two additional meetings, both in Australia:

1. Venoms to Drugs 2005, 28 August- 2 September 2005, Heron Island, Queensland, Australia.
2. 6th Australian Peptide Conference, 9-14 October 2005, Hamilton Island, Queensland, Australia.
It was mentioned that the European Peptide Society list a lot of meetings on their website.

RS informed committee of provisional plans to hold a meeting on Peptides & Nucleic Acids in New Delhi in January 2007. Speakers from Europe would be sought.

There is a Biochemical Society focused meeting on Antimicrobial peptides in Edinburgh on 21 Nov 2005.

10.
Suggestions for Future Meetings

a) BA had emailed to committee a proposal by BA and CS for a 2-day Biochemical Society focused meeting entitled “New approaches for elucidating protease biology and therapeutic opportunities” that had been submitted to Theme Panel II in July 2005. The suggested date was January 2007 at the Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester. BA requested that if anyone was interested in helping with this meeting he and CS would be grateful. BA was to circulate a list of speakers to CK.
Action BA

b) “Peptides in Imaging” – Peptides and peptide derivatives are increasingly playing a role in non-invasive imaging in diagnosis and therapy, using PET or MRI. Notes on possible speakers from BA and Thomas Bonasera (GSK) had been email to committee by BA.  Could be hosted at GSK. KH said there was interest in this topic in Kent, so he might be able to help with speaker suggestions.
c) A previous suggestion for a meeting on the Signalosome by BA was withdrawn.
There was a call by BA for suggestions for other meetings. Some of the ideas floated included Antiviral peptides; repeat of the Proteolytic cascade meeting at SGK – half a day per protease family, Augustin Amour might help provide a list of speakers. 
11.
Committee Membership

BI reported that SG had resigned. The committee thanked her for her work over the past years.
Gemma Priddey, the RSC staff member who attended PPSG committee meeting, had resigned from the RSC. She would be replaced but her successor had not yet been appointed.
Potential new committee members included Craig Jamieson (Organon) and Jenny Jamieson (CSS-Albachem), suggested by CK.
12.
Any other Business

None
13.
Date of Next Meeting 

Monday 6th February 2006, with lunch at 12 noon followed by meeting at 1 pm.
