Protein and Peptide Science Group of the Royal Society of Chemistry

Minutes of a Committee meeting held at 1 pm on Monday 6th February 2006, Council Room, Burlington House
Present

Brian Austen (Chair), Brent Irvine (Secretary), Parvez Haris (Treasurer), Weng Chan, Jennifer Jamieson, Robin Leatherbarrow, Steven Ratcliffe, Lindsay Sawyer, Ram Sharma, Paul Sheppard.

The Chairman welcomed a new committee member, Jennifer Johnson, to her first meeting.

BI reported that there had been a change in RSC personnel last year but he had omitted to replace Gemma Priddey by Katherine Green, so no RSC staff member would attend the meeting today. He would add Dr Green to the email list.

Action BI

1.
Apologies

Roger Epton (comments circulated by email), Corinne Kay (comments circulated by email), Martin Quibell, Gordon Roberts, Chris Southan (at whose request a conference phone was provided so that he would have the opportunity to join the discussion), John Wade.
2.
Minutes of the last Committee meeting (5 September 2005)
These were accepted.

3.
Matters arising not on the agenda
6. Frequency of Newsletter: PS wondered if once a year was not too infrequent for this, seeming to have as its main purpose a reminder to members to renew their subscriptions. However, there was a general feeling that there might not be sufficient items to warrant twice yearly. Members were encouraged to provide items, and PH agreed to provide a piece on the BioNano meeting last September.
Action PH

9b) LS expressed concern that the Solid Phase meeting, having been cancelled last year, might not run again. The committee were unanimous in expressing the hope that this, being the main peptide meeting in the UK, would continue. RE needs to be consulted for his views on this.
Action BA

4.
Chairman’s Business

None not on the Agenda
5.
Update on CBF 
BA gave an outline of events last autumn concerning the Chemical Biology Forum (CBF). Although the PPSG had expressed concern about the way its new Executive Committee had been constituted, nevertheless the CBF reorganisation had gone ahead. As a consequence of the general dissatisfaction within PPSG no one had volunteered to stand for election and so we had no chance to have representation on the Executive Committee, although Mike Gait (Nucleic Acids Group) has agreed to represent our views. BA had attended a meeting of the Nucleic Acids Group and established a small email discussion group (BA, RE, Mike Gait and Mike Duncan). The discussion reverted to the Solid Phase meeting, and whether there could be a joint venture between nucleic acid and peptide scientists. However RL felt that it would not be possible to attract this two groups to a single meeting, and that the format needed updating.
6. 
Report on RSC General Assembly 18/19 Nov 2005, Birmingham 
BI gave a brief report on the Assembly. He explained that he had raised PPSG’s concerns regarding CBF at an open session at the end of the meeting, and had later had a one-to-one discussion with Sean McWhinnie. The RSC is currently in a state of flux and things may change in future, but for now the RSC felt that the important thing was to get some interactions in the biology area going.

7. 
Website 

BI had attended a course run by RSC on putting material on the web site, and had subsequently put the last set of minutes on the web page. However, he felt the Tridion system was difficult to use on an intermittent basis. The feeling was also held by other users he had spoken to. It would be more efficient for the RSC to add material to Group web sites centrally.  It was not possible to put a links page on our RSC site. PS volunteered to host a single meetings link page on one of his websites.
8. 
Three Items Submitted by CK

a) PPSG Newsletter:
Could people pass on any feedback from last year's events/conferences. Also are there any events people are involved with this year that they would like me to mention.
RS agreed to provide a piece on the Australian peptide meeting.

Action RS

b) Banner:

Any news on the PPSG banner? We could release the logo with the next PPSG newsletter and I could write a paragraph to feature it.

PS had not produced this yet. He had a quotation of £600. However we need to decide on a logo and a design. PS and a member of staff in his company with some experience in this area would come up with some ideas.

Action PS

c) Proposal for event:

I have put together a draft proposal for a school roadshow (selected school in central scotland) featuring the link between peptides and medicinal chemistry using stories from Insulin and Saquinnavir. I have asked Jennie for her opinions / feedback and we shall be submitting the proposal ahead of the meeting.
JJ spoke on this topic. She and CK planned to go to some Schools in the Edinburgh area in May/June, after exams and target student taking Highers. They hoped to stimulate interest in peptide/protein chemistry  as a university subject during an afternoon of presentations and games. They would also collect feedback. It was pointed out that the RSC has some excellent publicity/educational materials and their help should be sought. BA noted that the Biochemical Society also has a strong educational policy and facilitates school visits (see http://www.biochemistry.org/education/default.htm). LS suggested a possible link to the Edinburgh Science Festival, though this is held in April. Overall the PPSG welcomed and greatly encourages this kind of initiative, and expressed thanks to CK and JJ.
Action CK and JJ

9. 
Item submitted by RE

Noting the "new" (and possibly more economic) lunch arrangements and bearing in mind the very few income generation events apparently scheduled by PPSG, I would guess that there is some concern regarding PPSG finance. Could the PPSG Cttee be kept aware of the state of PPSG finances on an ongoing basis? I would suggest that a standing item "Treasurer's Report" be included in the next and all future PPSG Cttee Agendas. This is standard practice in the case of a number of RSC Subject Groups.

PH tabled a Treasurer’s Report in which the balance stands at about £2,500. However, he expressed concern that the group had not yet received its subvention this year (after the meeting a discussion between PH and Sean McWhinnie clarified that this would be coming very soon). The decision to take lunch outside the RSC had been driven by the high costs (about £200 per meeting); sandwiches/drinks could be had at about a third of this outside). It was agreed that a yearly sheet of full accounts was sufficient, but a balance and any major items of expenditure should be included at each meeting.
At the next meeting it was agreed that people should buy a sandwich where they wished (keep the receipt and add to your expenses claim form) and come along prior to the 1 pm start to the RSC members’ room at the back of the Library, where refreshments are allowed to be taken. 

10. 
Reports from Past Meetings

Third BioNano Meeting University of Sussex (19-21 September 2005). PH reported that 150 people had attended and the general feeling had been very positive. As noted above a full report will be sent to CK for the Newsletter. 
Action PH
11. 
Forthcoming Meetings

a) Proteinase meeting. BA tabled a proposal for a Biochemical Society Focussed meeting entitled “New approaches for elucidating protease biology and therapeutic opportunities” organised by himself and CS. This was currently with the Biochemical Society, whose decision was due this month, and if funded would be held in RAC Cirencester in January 2007. He has one sponsor already but needs more.
b) Protein-protein interactions for Glasgow 2007. PH spoke on this meeting, jointly organised by himself and BA. It had been submitted to the Biochemical Society as two mini-symposia to be held on the same day in Glasgow at the Biosciences meting in July 2007. Again, a decision would come this month. The first session would cover the biochemical and molecular biological application, and the second session, techniques.
c) “Chemistry and Biology of Peptides” to be held on Thurs 30 March 2006 at the University of Nottingham. WC had circulated details in an email to committee on 13 Jan 06. Additionally he tabled this information and it is also on a website at http://www.merckbiosciences.co.uk/g.asp?f=NBC/chembiolpept.htm
The meeting is being sponsored by Novabiochem, and registration is free. The maximum number of delegates is 95 and over 80 have already registered. The programme was deemed very impressive and the PPSG agreed to provide £250 sponsorship for the international speaker from Barcelona, Prof Fernando Albericio, who will talk on “Chemistry is helping peptides as therapeutics”. This would be badged at the meeting as a PPSG event. So far only 10 posters had been received but it was hoped there would be more. It was suggested that the lunch/poster break was too short and might be extended.
12. 
Suggestions for Future Meetings

“Peptides in Imaging". BA had done some work on gadolinium-labelled peptides in a mouse model of Alzheimer’s disease, and had collaborators at Kings. It was suggested by PH that this might be expanded to “Delivery and Imaging”. Attachment of basic residues had not been very successful, but other methods such as attachment of sialic acid, are becoming more useful. 
Other suggestions for topics included:

Indian Peptide meeting in Delhi supposed to be in January 2007, but RS reported that nothing had been finalised yet.

PH suggested Antimicrobial Peptides, though there was a difficulty in getting UK speakers. A gloomy discussion followed on the diminution of British peptide science compared to other countries such as Australia, China, Italy, Denmark, Spain and Germany.
BA – a general meeting on Proteomics is no longer interesting, but a specific area, such as mass spectrometry of tissue might be.


13. 
Committee Membership 

It was suggested the BI contact members who had not attended any recent meetings and ask if they wished to continue. We need some new, younger members! RL suggested Alethea Tabor at the Department of Chemistry, UCL. BI to contact her
Action BI
14. 
Any Other Business

LS asked if the CBF was linked to the Biology Forum. There was some confusion about this latter term. LS said it was not a sub-division of the RSC. Other general Biology societies include the The UK Life Sciences Committee, which was recently replaced by the Biosciences Federation.
15. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 18 September 2006 at 1 pm.
