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Solution to October 2005 
crossword

The winner of this month’s crossword 
will be published next month. For a 
chance to win a £25 book voucher and 
a signed copy of Bill Bryson’s A short 
history of nearly everything, please 
send your completed crossword to the 
address on p2 by 11 November.

November 2005 Crossword

The winner of the October 2005 
Chemistry World crossword 
competition is A M Aicken, Stamford, 
UK

Across
  1 Empty vase held by solicitor (4,3)
 5 Uninspired writer noticed tool for cutting (7)
 9 North American native has one night in Paris (5)
 10 Unwilling to use dextrorotatory instead of laevorotatory reducing agent (9)
 11 He loves Marian too madly (9)
 12 Flower from eastern parts (5)
 13 Sugar of an exceptionally large size found in blackcurrant after pruning (6)
 15 Character from Greece starts to tread roughly on accelerator (8)
 17 Do arithmetic like some Chinese (8)
 19 Money corrupts the law (6)
 22 Solitary person, one seen in the outskirts of Leicester (5)
 23 Briefly show tulip, for example, as a help to photographer (9)
 25 A cosmetic it’s said I had discovered in plant (9)
 26 Take time and compose hate letter (5)
 27 Alcohol that’s drunk in Athlone (7)
 28 Male must leave ligament stewing to obtain this protein (7)

 Down
 1 Odd pieces of tonite are used to make compressed form of this explosive (15)
 2 Reportedly regret deliberately hurtful remark? Nonsense! (7)
 3 Word used for gold, although it relates only to adjacent atoms (5)
 4 Two sailors from central Asia? (6)
 5 Dog playing with Henry - it’s forever to be found in water (8)
 6 Sweetener a partner required to support short revolution (9)
 7 Thoroughly upset society milliner (7)
 8 Can a tap on the head help remedy this condition? (5,2,3,5)
 14 University involved in lookin’ for marine echinoderm (3,6)
 16 Raise hat of short-lived fashion - it’s pale yellow (8)
 18 Recognise Norman’s face, the odd-looking chap (7)
 20 Give centre of French town a miss. Put briefly it is most noisy (7)
 21 Insect’s rear wiggles somewhat (6)
 24 Savoy, for instance, is very warm upsetting the French (5)
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A touch of TLC
Thin layer chromatography: a modern 
practical approach
Peter Wall
Cambridge, UK: RSC
2005 | 176pp | £69.95 (HB)
ISSN 085404535X
Reviewed by Graham Mills

Chemists of a certain age will 
remember the glass tanks for 
performing paper and thin-layer 
chromatography (TLC) that used 
to litter the bench. Sadly, with 
the advent of more sophisticated 
instrumental techniques, such 
as gas and high performance 
liquid chromatography, many of 
these tanks have now ended up as 
decorative containers or even as 
fish tanks! However, we should not 
underestimate the value of planar 
chromatography.  

These methods allowed us to gain 
an understanding of the mechanism 
of complex organic reactions and 
metabolic pathways from the 1960s 
to the 1980s and the technique still 
has an important role in today’s 
highly automated analytical 
laboratory.

This monograph (which is part 
of the RSC chromatography series 
edited by R M Smith) provides a 
concise guide to the theory, practice 

and application of TLC. The 
reader is taken through different 
chapters that introduce in a logical 
order one particular aspect of 
the method: choice of sorbent 
material, sample application, 
selection of development solvents, 
visualisation, and quantification 
methods. 

Each chapter is well illustrated by 
figures, tables and photographs of 
specific pieces of apparatus. I was 
pleased to see that the hyphenation 
of TLC to other instrumental 
methods has been included. The 
emphasis throughout is on practical 
guidance and the book should be 
equally of use to both the novice and 
the experienced practitioner. 

Wall has covered all aspects of 
the methodology in a succinct and 
easy to read way. However, I would 
have liked to have seen a separate 
and well referenced chapter or 
set of linked tables on specific 
applications because this could have 
increased the overall usefulness of 
the book. Furthermore it already 
appears to be slightly dated, as the 
latest reference quoted is from the 
year 2000. 

With these provisos, the 
book is a useful addition to the 
chromatography series and it 
should have appeal to a broad cross-
section of chromatographers as an 
informative guide.
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