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ElcBiq. mechanism and the E2 mechanism in which the transition state is E1cB-like * Perhaps the surest sign that 11 and
12 undergo elimination by the E2 mechanism is the relative percentages of therr (£)- and (£)-alkene products.
Base-catalyzed elimination of TsOH from simple secondary alkyl tosylates under non-ion pairing conditions normaily
produces 15-35% (Z)-alkene by the E2 pathway. with the range reflecting steric effects as well as product stability 218
Steric effects have been implicated because other excellent leaving groups in E2 reactions, in particular iodide and
bromide, produce only 67% as much of the (Z)-alkene as found with tosylate substrates - This differential is less
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