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Â 1841 Chemical Society founded - Royal Charter 1848 

Â 1874 Society of Public Analysts founded (it became the 
Society for Analytical Chemistry) 

Â 1877 Institute of Chemistry of GB and Ireland founded 
(it became the Royal Institute of Chemistry) - Royal 
Charter 1885

Â 1903 Faraday Society founded 

Â 1972 Merger talks began between the Chemical Society, 
Royal Institute of Chemistry, Society for Analytical 
Chemists, and Faraday Society 

Â 1980 Royal Society of Chemistry formed; new Royal 
Charter 



At the first meeting of The Chemical Society,
March 30th 1841, the objectives were 

defined to include:

Â communication and discussion of discoveries and 
observations, an account of which shall be 
published in the form of Proceedings or 
Transactions

Â formation of a Library of scientific works

These were reflected in the Royal Charter



The contribution of the RSC

Â Primary publications

Â Book publishing

Â Secondary publications and services

Â Library and information services

Â International collaboration

Â Special interest groups

Â Recent developments



Journal Growth
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Growth of primary journals



New journals, since 2007



Growth ïJournal articles
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Quality ïImpact factors

Average RSC Impact Factor 5.4



Number of books published

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

196
8

197
1

197
4

197
7

198
0

198
3

198
6

198
9

199
2

199
5

199
8

200
1

200
4

200
7

201
0

Year

N
o

.o
f 

b
o

o
k

s

(Projected)



1904-1966 Annual Reports on the Progress of Chemistry 

1967-1978 Annual Reports on the Progress of Chemistry, 

Section A: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 

1979-present Annual Reports Section A: Inorganic Chemistry 

1967-present Annual Reports Section B: Organic Chemistry

1979-present Annual Reports Section C: Physical Chemistry

Annual Reports



Reviews

Â 1947-1971 Quarterly Reviews, 
Chemical Society (1947-1971)

Â 1968-1971 Royal Institute of 
Chemistry, Reviews (1968-1971)

Â 1972-present Chemical Society 
Reviews (1972-Present)



Abstracts

Â 1926-1953 British Chemical Abstracts

Â 1954-1969 Current Chemical Papers (titles only)

Â 1954-present Analytical Abstracts



Nottingham operations

Â 1966-8 CSRUIDR

Â 1968-72 UKCIS

Â 1972-date RSC SecondaryServices


