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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
Welcome to the thirty fifth Newsletter for 
Radiochemists in Europe now under the 
sponsorship of the European Association for 
Chemical and Molecular Sciences (EuCheMS).  
The EuCheMS Executive agreed in April that we 
should now be a Division.  So our title is now 
Division of Nuclear and Radiochemistry. It is now 
necessary for the Division to be responsible for 
arranging a conference on nuclear and 
radiochemistry at least every two years.  
 
Our WebPages can still be found at 
www.euchems.org/Divisions/NRC although all 
changes to Division have not yet been made. From 
the home page the “Future Events” and 
Radiochemistry newsletters are readily available. 
Useful Links have also been established, including 
the Homepage of the Radiochemistry Group of 
RSC.   If any other group would like their website to 
be linked, please send me the details. With regard 
to the Future Events conferences in other 
disciplines, which have or could have a section 
involving nuclear and radiochemistry and also 
conferences of interest outside of Europe are 

included.  It is the WP’s aim to communicate and 
work with a wide range of disciplines and topic 
areas. 
 
This is your newsletter for radiochemists in Europe.  
Articles, reports on meetings, laboratory profiles, 
courses, positions vacant, redundant equipment 
and any other item you feel may be of interest to 
other radiochemists are still urgently required. Also 
the early announcement of dates for meetings and 
conferences is important to avoid the possibility of 
organising two at the same time on similar topics 
within Europe.  Details of any courses would also 
be of interest to extend the existing database. 
 
May I remind readers to inform me of any change 
to their e-mail address?  
 
Providing that information is available I intend to 
compile this newsletter 4 times per year in March, 
June, September, and December/January. Please 
send information in good time for inclusion that is 
by the end of the month prior to publication.   
Editor: Dr. Tony Ware  
(e-mail:tonyware@compuserve.com) 

 
--------------- ¤ --------------- 

 
? EUROPEAN RADIOCHEMISTS ASSOCIATION. 

Aims and Objectives 
The objective of the association is to extend and improve communications between radiochemists in Europe 
through a newsletter. This will be achieved through aims, which include  
1. Establishing a liaison person within each country (or group).  
2. Exchanging with each of the other liaison persons details of the activities of their own group during the 

current and subsequent years, 
3. Setting up a diary of relevant International Events to avoid duplication of dates and hence improve 

attendance  
4. Exchanging details of specialist equipment, facilities and methodology. 

http://www.euchems.org/Divisions/NRC


 

?  EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION for CHEMICAL and MOLECULAR SCIENCES 
 
1st European Chemistry Congress 
The 1st European Chemistry Congress will be held in Budapest, Hungary from 27 to 31 August 2006.The 
Congress website is http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu   The full programme for the Symposia on "Hot 
Topics in Nuclear & Radiochemistry" arranged by the Prof. Jan John on behalf of the Division of Nuclear and 
Radiochemistry should be available soon.  It is scheduled to take place on 30 - 31 August 2006. This 
symposium aims at reviewing the state of the art and outlining the most prospective directions in the field of 
Nuclear- and Radiochemistry. The invited lectures will cover four of the most dynamic topics in the field, 
specifically  
Chemistry of New Elements (Heinz W. Gäggeler, Switzerland) 
Radionuclides in the Environment (Heino Nitsche, Berkeley, USA) 
Radiopharmaceuticals (H H Coenen, Jülich, Germany) 
Chemistry of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle (Charles Madic, CEA, France) 
These lectures will address not only the specialists, they should give a clear picture of the development in this 
field to the general chemical public. 
An additional invited lecture - Teaching of nuclear and radiochemistry in the modern age (Anthony R. Ware, 
England) - is aimed to trigger discussion on the ways of prevention of the decline of numbers of students in this 
field, that recently became a global problem.  Further selected posters and papers will be presented. 
 
It is not too late to register to attend.  For further details and registration visit the Congress website at 
http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu. 
 
The first meeting of the new Division of Nuclear and Radiochemistry is planned for the afternoon of the 31st 
August, details of venue etc to follow.  As such observers will be welcome.  Please let me know by e-mail if you 
wish to attend. 
 
2nd European Chemistry Congress 
This is to let you know that the Italian Chemical Society will be organising the 2nd European Chemistry 
Congress in Torino on 16-20 September 2008. 
Contact: Dr Tony Ware  (e-mail: tonyware@compuserve.com) 
 

--------------- ¤ -------------- 
 

? OBITUARY  
 
Dr G.W.A. Newton - always Bill Newton to his 
colleagues and friends - died suddenly on 4th 
October 2005 at the age of 76.  
  
Born on 9th November 1928 in Blackburn, 
Lancashire, Bill Newton did his National Service in 
the RAF and then went to work for the UK Atomic 
Energy Authority, first at Springfield in Preston and 
then at the Windscale power station (as it then 
was).  During this period he took his HND at 
Preston, and then went to Liverpool Polytechnic to 
study for the Associateship of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry, all on a part-time basis.  While he was 
at Liverpool Ian Campbell from Manchester 
University came to give a lecture, which Bill 
attended and which excited him: Campbell was 
equally impressed with Newton's work and offered 
him a teaching post in nuclear chemistry at 
Manchester and the chance to study for a PhD.  
Bill completed the doctorate, on The Effects of 
Radiation on the Surface Properties of Alumina, in 
1964 in the space of only two years, after which 
Campbell ensured that he was confirmed as a full-
time Lecturer in Chemistry at the university.  He 

was promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1981, and also 
became a part-time Tutor in the Faculty of Science 
from 1967 to 1981, taking early retirement from the 
university in 1988 at the age of 60.  He was a long-
standing member of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry and became chairman of the 
Radiochemical Methods Group twice, and was 
deeply involved in the series of international 
conferences on environmental radiochemical 
analysis.  Like many academics who have taken 
early retirement, Bill Newton continued to do 
consultancy work after leaving Manchester 
University.  
As well as being a committed teacher with a loyal 
following of students, Bill Newton was an active 
researcher in the field of radiochemistry and 
nuclear chemistry: not surprisingly many of his 
articles demonstrate his continuing interest in 
alumina.  His research activity continued into 
retirement, in one case with a remarkable outcome.  
In 1971 he and colleagues at Harwell and Risley 
believed they had discovered a new superheavy 
element with the atomic number 112, but at the 
time their findings were greeted with scepticism: it 

http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu
http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu


 

was a source of great satisfaction to him that in 
2004 this discovery was after all independently 
confirmed.  
A month before his death Bill submitted to 
Archaeometry an article which he had been invited 
to write on another aspect of his work.  It opens 
with the words 'In the early 1970s John Riley from 
the Archaeology Department at Manchester came 
to see me and asked if we could help with some 
Roman pottery they had found at several sites in 
Libya. At the time we were ... sceptical about the 
possible success of any analyses.  However, there 
was the University Research Reactor that was 
underused by our group.  It was decided to 
undertake a trial project and Instrumental Neutron 
Activation Analysis was born at Manchester. Over 
6,000 samples were eventually analysed' (covering 
the ancient world from Roman and Medieval Britain 
to the Levant, and now deposited at the 
Manchester Museum).  This 'trial project' led to 
Manchester becoming one of the major British 
centres for the neutron activation analysis of 
ancient pottery, ending not with Bill's retirement but 
with the death of his great friend and collaborator Dr 
Vin Robinson . An important feature of the 
Manchester lab's approach was the involvement of 
large numbers of students, from third-year 
undergraduates up to post-doctoral level.  For many 

this unexpected taste of the ancient world had a 
lasting effect on their lives: indeed.  
It had a lasting effect on Bill Newton's life too, as 
he became increasingly fascinated by the stories 
ancient pottery could tell.  Early in 1989, 
immediately after retirement, he and his wife Betty 
had worked on Kay Prag's excavations at Tell 
Iktanu in Jordan:  with Betty in the lead, they 
thereupon both began going to evening classes and 
on specialised courses in making pottery, and were 
still doing so at the time of his death, Bill having 
meanwhile successfully taken the City and Guilds 
examinations. He was particularly interested in 
kilns and glazes, and by the time of his death Bill 
was no mean potter, with some beautiful and 
striking works to his credit.  
Bill Newton was also a very happy family man.  In 
July 1953 he married Betty Slater: they had four 
children, seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.  It was on the way back from a visit 
to one of the grandchildren that he developed the 
symptoms of what proved to be a fatal brain 
haemorrhage. 
 
Bill will be sadly missed by all his many friends 
and colleagues in the Radiochemistry Group of the 
Royal Society of Chemistry and the wider scientific 
community.

 
 

--------------- ¤ -------------- 
? LABORATORY/BUSINESS PROFILES 

 
None offered in the last few months.  Please send copy if you wish your laboratory or business to be featured.

--------------- ¤ -------------- 
 

? CONFERENCE & MEETING REPORTS  
 
Nuclear Waste Management Jan 18th, London UK 
The PowerPoint presentations from the Nuclear Waste Management workshop that was held at the Geological 
Society on the 18th January are now available on website: 
http://www.rsc.org/ScienceAndTechnology/Events/MaterialsNuclearWasteManagementWorkshop.asp 
 

--------------- ¤ -------------- 
 

? CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP DETAILS 
 
 
 
1st European Chemistry Congress 
The 1st European Chemistry Congress will be held in Budapest, Hungary from 27 to 31 August 2006.The 
Congress website is http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu  One of the Special Topics Symposia during the 
Congress is on "Hot Topics in Nuclear & Radiochemistry" arranged by the WP on Nuclear and Radiochemistry. 
(For further details see EuCheMS Report earlier in this newsletter. 
 
10th International Symposium on Environmental Radiochemical Analysis (ERA10) 
ERA10 will take place at the Randolph Hotel, Oxford, England from 13th to 15th September 2006.  The 
preliminary scientific programme covers nuclear counting techniques applicable to environmental 
measurements, the determination of radionuclides in environmental materials (solids and aqueous matrices), 
the determination of radionuclides in biological samples (Bioassay), the application of radiochemical methods 

http://www.euchems-budapest2006.hu


 

to environmental studies and quality assurance.  Full details, costs and timescale can be found on the 
symposium website at http://www.rsc.org/era2006/ 
 
Introduction to Practical Environmental Radiochemistry 
The "International Training Centre (ITC) - School for Underground Waste Storage and Disposal" is putting 
together a course on Practical Environmental Radiochemistry to be held from 18-22 September in Meiringen, 
Switzerland.  Full details of the course are available on the ITC website www.itc-school.org 
 
The eleventh international conference on the Chemistry and Migration Behaviour of Actinides and 
Fission Products in the Geosphere (MIGRATION 2007) 
This will be held August 26 - 31, 2007, in Munich, Germany. The MIGRATION conferences provide an 
international forum for the timely exchange of scientific information on chemical processes controlling the 
migration behaviour of actinides and fission products in natural aquifer systems. Experimental investigations 
and predictive modelling of these 
processes are the main topics of the conferences. The information generated from the MIGRATION conferences 
is the basis for the mechanistic understanding of the migration behaviour of long-lived radionuclides in the 
geosphere, which is essential for the long-term performance assessment of nuclear waste disposal.  
After 20 years, MIGRATION ’07 will get back to the grassroots, where everything started: Twenty years ago - in 
1987 - J.I. Kim, at that time professor for radiochemistry at the TU München, Germany, called this conference 
in Munich into being. It is certainly his outstanding merit that the MIGRATION conferences remained such a 
successful story over this long time period.   
Conference website: http://www.fzk.de/migration2007 
 

------------- ¤ -------------- 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE INTERNET 
 
Meeting Announcement 
UK Long-Term Nuclear Waste Management: Next steps? A meeting to be held at Loughborough University 6 - 
7 November 2006  
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/cm/news/UK_Long_term_NWM_conf.pdf 
 
 

-------------- ¤ -------------- 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Temporary Position for the Nuclear Security 
Activities (P-2) at IAEA 
The incumbent will be a nuclear instrumentation 
specialist for evaluation, test, purchase, 
implementation and maintenance of radiation 
monitoring equipment for the use by Member 
States for the detection and response to illegal 
activities involving nuclear and other radioactive 
materials. To this end he or she will operate a 
dedicated equipment test laboratory. The 
incumbent will participate as a lecturer in at least 2 
training courses/year covering the use of such 
detection systems for Member States on the 
detection and response to illegal activities involving 
nuclear and other radioactive materials. 
The Agency programme on Nuclear Security 
foresees the deployment of radiation monitoring 
equipment to prevent, detect, and provide 
responses to illegal activities involving nuclear and 
other radioactive materials. This involves equipment 
specifications, type evaluation and testing, 
purchase, acceptance testing, installation and 
maintenance. The incumbent will be in charge of 

preparing the required documentation and 
participate in the conduction of acceptance tests. 
The incumbent will participate in training courses 
as a lecturer on the performance and use of 
detection systems used in the detection and 
response to events involving nuclear and other 
radioactive materials. Those interested in the post 
please contact directly Mr. M. Zendel at  
m.zendel@iaea.org 
 
Necsa (South African Nuclear Energy 
Corporation) Necsa is the premiere Nuclear 
Institute in South Africa undertaking nuclear R&D 
under mandate from government. This mandate 
also includes the advance of Nuclear Science and 
Technology. The department of Radiochemistry is a 
multidisciplinary team that carries out its mandate 
by carrying out R&D on nuclear waste, tracers and 
radiopharmaceuticals.  It has a vacancy in the 
latter area of Nuclear Technology and Services, 
Radiochemistry for a Senior Scientist PS3/PS2..  
Job Profile 

http://www.rsc.org/era2006/
http://www.itc-school.org
http://www.fzk.de/migration2007
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/cm/news/UK_Long_term_NWM_conf.pdf


 

To define and carry out R&D projects in the field of 
radiolabeled Iodine and Tc-99m molecules in-line 
with Radiochemistry's radiopharmaceutical R&D 
program. 
To help establish the expertise at Radiochemistry 
to synthesize and label molecules with PET 
isotopes and thereafter exploit this capacity in 
nuclear medicine and in vivo biological imaging. 
.     Publish peer-reviewed publications in scientific 
journals of international standard. 
.     Where necessary carry out these syntheses 
under GLP. 

.     Assist in the synthesis of other labeled 
compounds. 
.     Organic synthesis of non-radioactive molecules 
The candidate is expected to have a  MSc/PhD 
(Chemistry) with 5 years of radiochemical practice. 
Experience in the field of radiopharmacy will be 
viewed an advantage.  He/she must be medically fit 
to register as a Radiation and Chemical worker. 
For more info contact Jan Rijn Zeevaart 
PhD (Delft). Head: Radiochemistry, Necsa 
Tel +27 12 305 5786  Fax +27 12 305 5944 
zeevaart@necsa.co.za

 
-------------- ¤ -------------- 

? AND FINALLY 

 
Please send information for inclusion in future issues to your Liaison Person or myself Dr Tony Ware, 
Avoncastle, South Lane, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, Kent ME17 3AZ, UK.  Tel: +44 (0)1622 842627, e-
mail:tonyware@compuserve.com   
IMPORTANT PLEASE send me your e-mail address so that I can inform you when websites have been 
updated and any other news of immediate interest. 
 

--------------- ¤ --------------- 
 

DIVISION Members 
Dr Mauro Bonardi (Italy) 
Head of Radiochemistry Laboratory 
LASA 
Segrate, Milano, Italy 
mauro.bonardi@miinfn.it 
 
Prof. Alexander Chekmarev 
(Russia) 
Russian D Mendeleev University of 
Chemical Technology 
Miusskaya Sic9, 125190 Moscow, 
Russia 
chizh@interset.ru 
 
Dr Divna Djokic (Serbia & 
Montenegro) 
The Vinca Institute of Nuclear 
Science 
PO Box 522, 11001 Belgrade 
Serbia and Montenegro 
djokici@vin.bg.ac.yu 
 
Prof. Dr. Heinz W Gaeggeler 
(Switzerland) 
Dept. for Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Freiestrasse 3, CH-3012 Bern, 
Switzerland 
heinz.gaeggeler@iac.unibe.ch 
 and heinz.gaeggeler@psi.ch 
 
Dr Xiaolin Hou (Denmark) 
Risø National Laboratory 
Department of Radiation Research 
NUK-202, DK-4000 
Roskilde, Denmark 
xiaolin.hou@risoe.dk 
 
 
 

Prof Per Hoff (Norway) 
Nuclear Chemistry Section, 
Department of Chemistry, 
University of Oslo, PO Box 1033, 
Blindern N-0315 Oslo, Norway 
per.hoff@kjemi.uio.no 
 
Mr S Jerome (UK) 
National Physical Laboratory 
G6 – A5 Hampton Road 
Teddington 
Middlesex TW11 0LW, UK 
simon.jerome@npl.co.uk 
 
Dr Jan John (Czech Republic) 
Dept Nuc Chem, Czech Tech.Univ.in 
Prague 
Brehova 7, 115 19 Praha 1, Czech 
Republic 
jan.john@fjfi.cvut.cz 
 
Ir. Zvonimir I Kolar, MSc (The 
Netherlands) 
Interfaculty Reactor Institute 
Delft University of Technology 
NL-2629 JB Delft, The Netherlands 
kolar@iri.tudelft.nl 
 
Dr Jukka Lehto (Finland) 
Laboratory of Radiochemistry 
P.O.Box 55 
00014 University of Helsinki, Finland 
jukka.lehto@helsinki.fi 
 
Dra Catalina Gasc? Leonarte  
(Spain) 
CIEMAT (DIAF)(Ed3A) 
Avda de la Complutense 22 
Madrid 28040 
Spain 

catalina.gasco@ciemat.es  
 
Dr Panagiotis Misaelides 
(Greece) 
Dept. of Chemistry, Aristotle 
University, PO Box 1547 
GR-54006 Thessaloniki, Greece 
misailid@chem.auth.gr 
 
Prof. Jerzy Narbutt, (Poland) 
Head of Dept of Radiochemistry 
Institute of Nuclear Chemistry & 
Technology 
Dorodna 16, 03-195 Warszawa, 
Poland 
jnarbut@orange.ichtj.waw.pl 
 
Dr Ioannis Paschalidis (Cyprus) 
Assistant Professor of 
Radiochemistry 
Dept. of Chemistry, University of 
Cyprus 
pspasch@ucy.ac.cy 
 
Prof.. Pavol Rajec (Slovakia) 
Dept. of Nuclear Chemistry, Faculty 
of Natural Sciences 
Comenius University, Mlynska dolina 
842 15 Bratislava, Slovakia 
rajec@fns.uniba.sk 
 
Dr Isabel Santos (Portugal) 
Instituto Tecnológico de Nuclear, 
Departamento de Quimica 
Est. Nacional 10, 2686 Sacavém, 
Portugal 
isantos@itn.pt 
 
 



 
Prof. Eric Simoni (France) 
IPN, Paris XI University,  
France 
simoni@ipno.in2p3.fr 
 
 
Prof Gunnar Skarnemark 
(Sweden) 
Dept of Nuclear Chemistry, Chalmers 
Univ of Technology 
S-41296 Goteborg, Sweden 
gunnar@nc.chalmers.se 
 
Dr. Rayna Stefanova (Bulgaria) 
National Centre of Radiobiology and 
Radiation Protection, 
National Laboratory for Control of 
Irradiated Foods 
132 Kliment Ohridsky  

1756 Sofia, Bulgaria 
r.stefanova@ncrrp.org 
 
Prof. Andreas Türler (Germany)  
Institute for Radiochemistry  
TU München  
andreas.tuerler@radiochemie.d
e. 
 
Prof. Turan Unak (Turkey) 
Ege University, Faculty of Science 
Dept of Chemistry, Div Nuclear Chem 
Bornova, Izmir 35100, Turkey 
incs@sci.ege.edu.tr 
 
Dr A Vincze (Hungary) 
Zrinyi Miklos National Defense 
University 
Hungary 

vincze.arpad@zmne.hu 
  
Dr A R Ware (UK) 
Avoncastle , South Lane 
Sutton Valence, Maidstone 
Kent ME17 3AZ, UK 
Tel. +44(0)1622 842627 
tonyware@compuserve.com 
 
Dr Israel Zilbermann (Israel) 
Chemistry Department, Nuclear Research 
Centre Negev,  
POB 9001,  
Beer-Sheva 84190, Israel 
kurzionz@bgumail.bgu.ac.il 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LIST OF ADDITIONAL LIAISON PERSONS 
 

Dr Max Bichler (Austria) 
Technische Universität 
Wien,Atominst. 
Abteilung Radiochemie Stadionallee 2, 
A-1020 Wien, Austria 
Tel.: 43 1 58801 14192 
e-mail: bichler@ati.ac.at 
 
Dr Ales Fajgelj (IAEA, Austria) 
IAEA, Agency's Lab Seibersdorf 
A-2444 Seibersdorf, Austria 
Tel: 43 1 2600 28233 
e-mail: a.fajgelj@iaea.org 
 
Dr. Dusan Razem, Head, (Croatia) 
Radiation Chemistry and Dosimetry 
Laboratory 
Dept of Chemistry 
Rudjer Boskovic Institute 
Bijenicka cesta 54, P.O.Box 180 
1000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
razem@rudjer.irb.hr 
 
Prof Dr P Benes (Czech Republic) 
Czech Technical University 
Nuclear Sciences & Physical 
Engineering 
115 19 PRAHA 1 
Brehova 7, Czech Republic 
Tel: (2) 231 76 26 
e-mail: petr.benes@fjfi.cvut.cz 
 
Dr H Dahlgaard (Denmark) 
Risoe National Laboratory,  
P O Box 49, NUK-204 
DK-4000 Roskilde, Denmark 

Tel. 45-46775314 
e-mail: henning.dahlgaard@risoe.dk 
 
Dr D Trubert (France) 
Institut de Physique Nucleaire 
Division de Radiochimie  
BP 1 
F-91406 Orsay Cedex 
France 
Tel. (33) 16 1 69 41 73 45 
e-mail: trubert@ipncls.in2p3.fr 
 
Prof. Z B Alfassi (Israel) 
Department of Nuclear Engineering 
Ben Gurion University 
Beer Sheva, 84102 Israel 
Tel. 972-57-461347 
e-mail: alfassi@bgumail.bgu.ac.il 
 
Dr R Bojanowski (Poland) 
Polish Academy of Sciences 
Institute of Oceanology 
Dept of Marine Chem. and Biology 
Powstancow Warszawy 55 
81-712 Sopot 
P.O.Box 68, Poland 
Tel. (48 58) 51 72 81 
e-mail: rbojan@ocean.iopan.gda.pl 
 
Dr V P Kolotov (Russia) 
Verdnasky Institute of Geochemistry 
and Analytical Chemistry 
Kosygin str., 19 
Moscow B-334, 117975, Russia 
Fax:7 (095) 9382054 
e-mail: kolotov@glas.apc.org or 
kolotov@online.ru 

 
Prof. Dr Fedor Macasek 
(Slovakia) 
Department of Nuclear Chemistry 
Commenius University 
Mlynska dolina 
SK-842 15 Bratislava, Slovakia 
Tel. +421 7 60296308,  
Fax: +421 7 65424685 
e-mail: macasek@biont.sk 
 
Dr Milka Benedik (Slovenia) 
Laboratory for Radiochemistry 
J Stefan Institute 
1000 Ljubljana 
Slovenia 
Tel: + 386 1 5885 450  
e-mail: ljudmila.benedik@ijs.si 
 
 
Prof. T Eriksen (Rest of Sweden) 
Dept of Nuclear Chemistry 
S-10044 Stockholm 70, 
Sweden 
e-mail: tee@nuchem.kth.se 
 
 
Dr G Hunter (International Union 
of Radioecology) 
7A Park Ave. 
Stirling, Scotland 
UK FK82QR 
e-mail: 
twohunters@btopenworld.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 


