
Illustrations

Guidelines for Preparation of Illustrations†
 
Also see: www.rsc.org/authorguidelines 

CONTENTS
1.0 Preparation of illustrations

1.1 Image quality
1.2 Image size
1.3 Text in illustrations
1.4 Line drawings
1.5 Structural formulae
1.6 Colour
1.7 Photographs
1.8 ChemDraw files

2.0 Provision of colour
2.1 Electronic-only journals
2.2 Printed journals

3.0 Journal covers

1.0 Preparation of illustrations
1.1 Image quality

• Illustrations should be supplied as electronic files which
conform to the guidelines given in the ‘Acceptable Formats’
section of the RSC ‘Author Guidelines’ web pages.†

• If illustrations are unavailable in electronic format, high
quality originals should be sent as hardcopy. Photocopies
and printouts from inkjet printers are rarely suitable for print
reproduction.

1.2 Image size

• Illustrations should fit within either single column (8.3 cm)
or double column (17.1 cm) width, and must be no longer
than 23.3 cm.

• Graphical abstracts should be no larger than 8 × 4 cm.
• Artwork should be submitted at its final size so that reduction
is not required.

1.3 Text in illustrations

• Lettering should be in 7 point Arial font (or Helvetica if Arial
is unavailable).

• Labelled atoms in ORTEP (or other) diagrams should have
(selected) atom numbers in parentheses, e.g. Cl(1), C(12).

† For more detailed information on this topic, as well as links to useful
websites and software resources, see: http://www.rsc.org/authorguidelines.

• For graphs, axis labels should use SI units, separated from
quantities with a solidus ( ‘/ ’) not parentheses, e.g. λ/nm,
T/K; percent (%) and parts per million (ppm), however,
should be given in parentheses.

• Units should be in the form, e.g. g cm–3 rather than g/cm3.
• Symbols representing physical quantities should be given in
italics, e.g. E/V, t/s.

• Curves should be labelled (A), (B), (C) etc. and parts of
figures (a), (b), (c) etc., and further information given in the
figure legend.

1.4 Line drawings

• Lines should be black, of an adequate and even thickness
(e.g. 1 pt) and curves should be smooth.

• Broken, dotted and dash-dot lines can be used.
• Particular care should be taken to ensure that the lines in
spectra are of an adequate thickness.

• Mark data points on graphs with simple geometric symbols:
□ ■ ▲ ○ z.

• Avoid shading (tints) that simulate grey and use cross-
hatching if appropriate.

1.5 Structural formulae

• Structural formulae should ideally be prepared with
chemistry drawing software (e.g. ChemDraw, Chem-
Windows, ISIS/Draw), using the settings given below.

• Chain bond angle = 120°
• Fixed bond angle = 15°
• Bond length = 0.43 cm or 12.2 pt
• Bond width = 0.016 cm or 0.5 pt
• Bold bond width = 0.056 cm or 1.6 pt
• Double bond space = 20% of bond length
• Stereo bond width = 0.056 cm or 1.6 pt
• Hash spacing = 0.062 cm or 1.8 pt
• Captions/atom labels = Arial/Helvetica, 7 pt

• Number structures with bold arabic numerals, e.g. 1, 2.
• Schemes and structures should be drawn to make best use of
single and double column widths.

1.6 Colour

• Colour may be used if approved by the Editor (see section
2.2), unless otherwise stated for a specific journal.

• Avoid shading (tints) and use solid, clearly distinct colours.
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1.7 Photographs

• Please provide either high quality digital images (see
Acceptable formats) or original prints. Computer print-outs
or photocopies will not reproduce well enough for publica-
tion.

• Colour photographs rarely reproduce satisfactorily in black
and white.

1.8 ChemDraw files

• Where ever possible, please send all ChemDraw files with
the final version of your manuscript. ChemDraw structures
facilitate article enhancements such as those in the Prospect
View, as they can be machine-processed to yield useful in-
formation.

2.0 Provision of colour
2.1 Electronic-only journals
Colour is free for electronic-only journals (e.g. CrystEngComm)
and its use is encouraged.

2.2 Printed journals
Colour figure reproduction is normally provided free of charge
if the use of colour enhances the scientific understanding of the
figure, and it is this aspect that is considered by the Editor when
determining whether figures should be reproduced free in colour or
not. If the use of colour is approved by the Editor, authors should
provide colour artwork for publication and colour will be provided
free of charge in the print, PDF and HTML versions of the article.
The figure captions and the text of the article may mention the
colour in the figure if required.
If the free use of colour is not approved, then black and white

artwork should be provided. Figure captions and text should not
contain references to colour. In general colour is not required
for the following types of figures: simple line graphs and similar
figures where points can be marked with symbols, labelled ORTEP

plots, schematic diagrams, organic reaction schemes, images that
have been falsely coloured (e.g. AFM images), photographs of
people and equipment and histograms. Please note that this list is
not comprehensive.
If the author prefers colour where the scientific understanding of

the figure is not enhanced, then the author will be charged a partial
contribution to the additional production costs of £350 for one
page or £500 for the whole article (+VAT, value added tax, where
applicable). Authors should provide colour artwork for publication
and colour will be provided in the print, PDF and HTML versions
of the article. The figure captions and the text of the article may
mention the colour in the figure if required.
It may be possible to reproduce colour artwork free of charge

in the PDF and HTML versions of an article. If this option is
appropriate the authors should provide only colour artwork; how-
ever the figure caption and text of the article must not contain any
reference to colour. The print article will be in black and white
– the colour artwork provided by the author will be converted to
greyscale by the RSC. It is important therefore that the exact same
figure and accompanying text makes sense in both the black and
white and colour versions. Only the PDF and HTML article will
contain the colour artwork.
Specific advice may be obtained from the Editor of the journal

to which the contribution is to be submitted. The Editor’s decision
on the use of colour is final.

3.0 Journal covers
Authors who wish to have their artwork featured on a journal cover
should contact the Editor of the journal to which the article is being
submitted. A contribution to the additional production costs will
be requested. Use of such artwork is at the Editor’s discretion; the
Editor’s decision is final.
Examples of previous journal covers can be viewed via the

relevant journal homepages.
Authors whose artwork is featured on a journal cover receive

low and high resolution JPEG files of their cover feature for their
own promotional use.

2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENG ()
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 779.528]
>> setpagedevice


