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1.0 General policy
Chemistry Education Research and Practice is the journal
for teachers, researchers and other practitioners in chemistry
education. It is the place to publish papers on:

• research, and reviews of research in chemistry education;
• effective practice in the teaching of chemistry;
• in depth analyses of issues of direct relevance to chemistry
education.

The journal has a number of objectives:

• First, to provide researchers a means to publish high quality,
fully refereed, educational research reports in the special
domain of chemistry education. The studies reported should
have all features of scholarship in chemistry education, that
is: they must be (i) original and previously unpublished, (ii)
 theory based, (iii) supported by empirical data, and (iv) of
generalisable character. The last requirement means that
the studies should have an interest for and an impact on
the global practice of chemistry, and not be simply of a
regional character. Contributions must include a review of
the research literature relevant to the topic, and state clearly
the way(s) the study contributes to our knowledge base. Last
but not least, they should conclude with implications for other
research and/or the practice of chemistry teaching.

• Second, to offer practitioners (teachers of chemistry at all
levels) a place where they can share effective ideas and meth-
ods for the teaching and learning of chemistry and issues
related to these, including assessment. The emphasis is on
effectiveness, the demonstration that the approach described

† For more detailed information on this topic, including guidelines for
article layout, preparation of illustrations, presentation of experimental
data, and supplementary information deposition, as well as links to useful
websites, templates and other software resources, and authoring tools, see:
http://www.rsc.org/authorguidelines.

is successful, possibly more so than the alternatives. Con-
tributions are particularly welcome if the subject matter can
be applied widely and is concerned with encouraging active,
independent or cooperative learning. Of special interest
are methods that increase student motivation for learning,
and those that help them to become effective exploiters of
their chemical knowledge and understanding. It is highly
desirable that such contributions should be demonstrably
based, wherever possible, on established educational theory
and results.

• Third, to help to bridge the gap between educational
researchers and practitioners by providing a single platform
where both groups can publish high-quality papers with the
realistic hope that researchers will find their results seen by
those who could benefit from using them, and practitioners
will gain from encountering the ideas and results of those
who have made a particular study of the learning process
in finding better ways to improve their teaching and the
learning experience of their students.

The intended emphasis is on the process of learning, not on the
content. Contributions describing alternative ways of presenting
chemical information to students (including the description of new
demonstrations or laboratory experiments or computer simulations
or animations) are unlikely to be considered for publication.
All contributions should be written in clear and concise

English. Technical language should be kept to the absolute mini-
mum required by accuracy. The Guidelines to Authors provide
further information about presentation and the format of the
journal. Contributors are urged to pay particular attention to the
way references are cited both in the text and in the bibliography.

2.0 Article types
Contributions can take the following form:

• full papers on research and/or practice, including the
educational analyses of laboratory experiments developed
and evaluated through the ACELL project;

• preliminary communications;
• perspectives on methodological and other issues of research
and/or practice; these are short, refereed, citable articles on
topics related to chemistry education that normally report no
new data, but present an opinion, hypothesis or conjecture on
topics judged by the referees and editor to be of interest to
the readership;

• reviews;
• letters relating to articles published and related issues.
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3.0 Submission
Articles should be submitted by e-mail to the Editor, preferably in
Microsoft Word format. A printed copy of the manuscript will not
be required. Your submission will be acknowledged as soon as
possible.

3.1 Exceptions to normal RSC policy
Submissions to Chemistry Education Research and Practice do not
require a graphical contents entry, however, a list of keywords
should be given to assist indexing services to identify the main
issues and methods discussed in the article.
Bibliographic reference to the source of statements in the text

is made by use of the surname of the author(s) and the year of
the publication, at the appropriate place. Note that with one or
two authors the name(s) are given, while if the source has three or
more authors, it is cited with the first named author as ‘Author et
al.’ When more than one source is cited in the text, they should
be listed in chronological and then alphabetical order e.g. ‘(Jones,
2001; Smith, 2001; Adams, 2006)’. The references themselves are

‡ For a general list of journal titles and their abbreviations see: http://
library.caltech.edu/reference/abbreviations/

given at the end of the final printed text, in alphabetical and, if the
same author is cited more than once, chronological order.‡

. Belt S. T., Evans E. H., McCreedy T., Overton T. L. and
Summerfield S., (2002), A problem based learning approach
to analytical and applied chemistry, U. Chem. Educ., 6,
65–72.

4.0 Administration
All authors submitting work for publication are required to sign
an exclusive Licence to Publish, without which publication cannot
proceed. A completed form, available from the RSC website,§
should be sent in electronic form to the Editor at the time of sub-
mission. Authors must provide, in addition to their full contact
address, an E-mail address and telephone number. Submissions
will be refereed as quickly as possible and a decision will be sent to
the author when two concurring opinions are received. RSC policy
on the initial assessment of submissions, and details of criteria for
publication, can be found on ReSourCe.¶

§ See http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Copyright.
¶ See http://www.rsc.org/resource.
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