Protein and Peptide Science Group of the Royal Society of Chemistry

Minutes of a Committee meeting held at 1 pm on Monday 18 September 2006, Wellcome Trust Building, Euston Road
Present

Brian Austen (Chair), Brent Irvine (Secretary), Weng Chan, Roger Epton, Jennifer Jamieson, Robin Leatherbarrow, Steven Ratcliffe, Gordon Roberts, Lindsay Sawyer, Ram Sharma, Alethea Tabor.
The Chairman welcomed a new committee member, Alethea Tabor, to her first meeting.

BI reported that there had been a change in RSC personnel responsible for looking after our Group. Katherine Green had retired last Friday and would be replaced on 19 September by Pip Bell, so no member of RSC staff was attending today.
1.
Apologies

Corinne Kay, Martin Quibell, Paul Sheppard, John Wade.
2.
Minutes of the last Committee meeting (6 February 2006)
These were accepted.

3.
Matters arising not on the agenda

3. LS had expressed concern that the Solid Phase meeting, having been cancelled last year, might not run again. RE informed committee that he was considering whether resumption might be feasible; see 10c below.
8c. CK had informed BI that she ran a science event in the Dunblane Primary school in June at which the name of the PPSG was well publicised and promoted. She hopes to organise future events with JJ.

4.
Chairman’s Business

The Chairman stressed the need to maintain and develop the Group’s identity. He displayed the banner that PS had designed and produced. This was very well received by the committee and PS was congratulated and thanked. The banner had been taken to the Nottingham meeting but the Biochemical Society (BS) had refused to let it be shown at the Glasgow meeting, as we are an RSC group. He had also been unable to take it to the recent Peptide Meeting in Poland because of airline security concerns at that time. The Group has a strong position as there is a worldwide resurgence of interest in peptides as leads for drugs, though countries other than UK are exploiting this better. SR said that in the future GSK might have a greater interest in this area but are not likely to develop it in house.
5.
PPSG Representative to attend CBF meeting on 6 October
BA is unable to attend. RS volunteered to represent the Group. He asked BI to send him any relevant information.
Action BI and RS

6.      PPSG Newsletter (& RSC PPSG Web Gateway pages)

CK had indicated that she could no longer produce the Newsletter. In a recent email to committee members, RE suggested that the current edition was now rather dated and proposed that he remove it and dispense with the Newsletter as such. He also updated the committee on his development of the Web Gateway Pages at http://www.ppsg.org.uk Thus, the PPSG Web Gateway has been moved to its own dedicated (linux based) web space (formerly the URL http://www.ppsg.org.uk diverted to web space on http://www.mayflower.demon.co.uk while being configured to still show the URL http://www.ppsg.org.uk in the client user's browser address bar). This change has a number of advantages - not least simplifying the addition of forms to the Web Gateway Pages via Nms formmail (freeware). Also a highly versatile professional (Milonic) menu bar has been added and a one time licence for the same has been purchased.  BA suggested that a membership application form should be developed for the site. GR suggested that this should have a facility for persons wishing simply to request ongoing information of PPSG activities and meetings. RE suggested that the Web Gateway Homepage was the best place to keep up- to-date conference information. The membership of the Group needs to be kept abreast of recent developments in the field via short reports on recent meetings that highlight the major advances (a meetings archive page?). RL suggested that recipients of Poster Prizes should be required to produce a summary of the highlights, comprising about one page of A4, for the relevant web page within the Web Gateway.  This was agreed. Details of any meetings being run by the Group should be sent to RE for addition to this site.
7. 
RSC/BS Interface
This agenda item had been suggested by CS but he was not present at the meeting. There was a short discussion in which it was proposed that the aim of the Group is to promote Protein & Peptide Science in the UK no matter what the structure or funding underpinning the Group might be. BI stressed that it is important that RSC members of our Group feel that we are giving them value for money, and to do this we need to make it apparent that we are initiating meetings from our committee, not just sponsoring talks at meetings organised by other societies like the BS. There are some difficulties, however, in organising and funding meeting via the RSC structures. One suggestion was that we consider moving from CBF to Perkin but no decision to do this was made.
As an aside to the above discussion BI reported that he had recently been asked by the RSC if we wished to increase our subscription rate from the current £5 per annum. He had left it as it is and the committee supported this decision as it was felt that RSC members might baulk at a higher fee.

8.
Reports from Past Meetings
WC reported on the 1-day Nottingham meeting on 30 March 2006. There were 90 delegates. The university had provided a free lecture room and Merck had provided £800 for catering etc; PPSG had provided £250 sponsorship for the international speaker from Barcelona, Prof Fernando Albericio, for a talk on “Chemistry is helping peptides as therapeutics”. The other speakers did not charge expenses, hence registration was free. There were 3 keynote speakers, some of whose presentations are available on the web at

http://www.merckbiosciences.co.uk/g.asp?f=NBC/chembiolpept.htm
and 15 posters. WC was asked if he could provide a one-page report for our website. He said that a commercial company had approached a colleague of his to write a report on the meeting. He would attempt to produce a summary with links to this report and to pdf files of the presentations.
Action WC 
9. 
Forthcoming Meetings
a) The BS had accepted a Focussed meeting entitled “New approaches for elucidating protease biology and therapeutic opportunities” organised by BA and CS, to be held in RAC Cirencester on 4-6 January 2007. The details of the meeting are on the BS meetings website. BA requested that the Group sponsor Poster Prizes of 200, 100 and 100 pounds for 1st, 2nd and 3rd best posters. This was agreed with a condition that the recipient was to be asked to write a report for our website.
b) Cell penetrating peptides, 9-11 May 2007, Telford. John Howl from Wolverhampton is the principal organiser. BA circulated a flyer that was currently on the web as a link from the PPSG Web Gateway Menu. This meeting is a BS Focussed meeting and RE said he would link our gateway to the BS site.
Action RE 

c) Protein-protein interactions: latest advances in biophysical and theoretical approaches, Glasgow, 11 July 200. BA said that they have a list of speakers. The July 2006 Glasgow meeting had been better than those held in the previous two years. However next year will be a joint meeting with The Physiological Society and the British Pharmacological Society. After that, the BS is moving away from big meetings to smaller linked focussed meetings.

RS informed committee that the First Indian Peptide Symposium will be held in Agriculture University Campus, Hyderabad from 22nd - 23rd February 2007.

10. 
Suggestions for Future Meetings

a) Sequel to Nottingham meeting on Chemistry & Biology of Peptides, June 2007, London. BA had spoken to Peter White (Merck) about holding a sequel to the Nottingham meeting, but possibly moving this to London where a larger audience (150 rather than 90) might be expected. There was much discussion about reasonably priced possible venues that included the Royal Geographical Society, Friends Meeting House and Wellcome Trust. RE suggested that BA contact Elaine Wellington who had experience of potential venues. BA and WC are to liaise to organise this meeting, either in March or June.

Action BA and WC

b) Cell Adhesion & Migration. This topic has been proposed by GR to the BS as a linked focussed meeting over several days. The PPSG might run one day jointly with the BS on RGD integrin-binding peptides. BA asked for assistance in organising this and RS volunteered.

Action BA and RS
c) Australian Peptide October 2007 - Satellite solid phase meeting. RS had spoken to JW and there was a tentative proposal to revive RE’s Mayflower meeting on solid phase, but restricted to peptides, as a satellite of the Australian Peptide meeting. RE had been contacted by JW and had agreed to be a member of the Scientific Programme committee of the Australian Meeting. BA asked RE if he had plans to resume the UK Solid Phase Meetings. RE is considering this but has not come to a firm decision yet.
Other topics were asked for by BA. WC suggested that Arg and Lys methylation of peptide domains and its role in cell regulation might be topical, and could be the theme for the next mini-symposium on the Chemistry & Biology of Peptides. He also suggested a meeting on the use of fluorescently labelled proteins using different versions of fluorescent probes.

RE said he was considering a meeting on instrumentation for peptide synthesis. He also wondered if a one-day meeting for final year PhD students, as used to occur with the Macro Group, might be of interest.

RS noted that there are already a considerable number of international meetings coming up in the next few months, in Korea, Hamburg etc.
11. 
Committee Membership 

It was suggested the BI contact members who had not attended any recent meetings or had not sent apologies and ask if they wished to continue. BI wondered if anyone knew what John Deadman was doing. Someone thought he had recently moved job. It was agreed that his name be removed from the email list.
Action BI
12. 
Any Other Business

Group finances should have been an Agenda item, but had been omitted. In the absence of the Treasurer it was not know what the state of the Group’s finances were; nor were travel expenses claim forms available. BA suggested that members send details of their expenses to PH.

WC suggested that, for advertising purposes, the Group should have a version of our new banner made into a bookmark that could be circulated to RSC members with a future RSC mailing. A large number of copies should be ordered as it would be cost effective and they could be made available to committee members for distribution at meetings. BI is to contact PS to see if he has a computer version.
Action BI

13. Date of Next Meeting
It was decided that this should be held at the venue of the Peptide Chemistry meeting in March or June 2007 (see item 10a above). The exact date and venue will be circulated when known.
