Protein and Peptide Science Group of the Royal Society of Chemistry

Minutes of a Committee meeting held at 1 pm on Monday 2 April 2007, Burlington House, London
Present
Brian Austen (Chair), Brent Irvine (Secretary), Weng Chan, Roger Epton, Kevin Howland, Robin Leatherbarrow, Steven Ratcliffe, Lindsay Sawyer, Ram Sharma, Paul Sheppard, Alethea Tabor.
1.
Apologies

Parvez Haris, Jennifer Jamieson (due to morning flight delay), Corinne Kay, Gordon Roberts.
2.
Minutes of the last Committee meeting (18 September 2006)
These were accepted.

3.
Matters arising not on the agenda

5. RS had represented the Group at the CBF meeting on 6 October 2006 and reported on this. The structure of the CBF committee and its name had been topics of discussion. A small sized committee was favoured by the Chairman; a name change to Chemical Bioscience Forum or Chemistry and Biosciences Forum had been proposed but not adopted. The aims of the Forum are to enhance benefits of RSC membership, promote ownership and publications. Much of the discussion had centred on how to promote chemistry to young people, including those outside the UK, especially in India and China. RS expressed concern that peptide chemistry in the UK was in decline.
6. BA wondered if an application form for expression of interest in the Group could be placed on the http://www.ppsg.org.uk/ website.  RE stated that this was technically possible and would take action. RE further stated that it is possible to get a list of current members contact details from the RSC. BI pointed out that in the recent past this had not been possible, but perhaps the procedures had changed.
Regarding RSC PPSG group E-mailings - RE and WC would be asking the RSC to send out a Group E-mailer giving dates of future meetings together with corresponding active URLs to all Group members. 
Action RE and WC

9. RS had attended a Korean Peptide conference in Seoul in November 2006 during 2½ days, with 150 delegates. He had also attended the First Indian Peptide Symposium, held at Hyderabad on 22-23, Feb, 2007. There were 200 attendees and 15 commercial exhibitors at a well arranged meeting, and the science was very good. The next meeting will be in 2 years time in Delhi.
12. PS would contact the relevant person in his organisation to get an electronic version of the banner suitable for producing a bookmark. He would also find out how much it would cost for a minimum production run of the bookmark (2000 – 5000 copies perhaps).

Action PS

4.
Chairman’s Business

None not on the Agenda.
5.
Election of New Secretary
BI resigned as Secretary and was thanked by the Chairman for his performance of these duties during the past 5 years. BA nominated KH as replacement and this was seconded by RL. There were no other nominees. However KH is unable to attend the next meeting so BI was asked to continue in post until the end of the year, and he agreed to do this. BA stated that he also intended to resign the chairmanship soon. However, RE suggested that a simultaneous change of two officers was inadvisable. BA agreed to continue for the present but suggested the committee should consider a possible replacement.
6. 
Finances
PH was unable to attend but BA had circulated a spreadsheet with details of the financial situation for 2006. PH had sent BI an email stating “The RSC needs to provide the annual contribution they make - they have not done this for this year and the last year.”   It was unclear why this situation has arisen. BA had left messages regarding the funds on Sean McWhinnie’s phone but had not yet received a response. BI agreed to contact Pip Bell to clarify the position. Travel expenses for today should be sent to PH.
Action BI

BA asked for ideas on how we could raise other financial support for the PPSG. PS pointed out that companies must be offered something in return for support and cited the Biochemical Society’s approach of offering specific set-price packages as good practice. RE queried what exactly was offered. PS explained that for £500, £750 or £1000 an increasing level of company promotion, exhibition space and delegate numbers was on offer.

WC’s meeting - Chemistry and Biology of Peptides - held in Nottingham in March 2006, is currently entirely funded by Merck thus keeping it within their own branding. There is no charge for registration and Merck paid for the venue, catering and other expenses. PPSG had also sponsored one speaker. If Merck’s position were to change then several companies could be approached for a lesser amount each. 
7. 
 Report from RSC General Assembly 2006
LS had represented the PPSG at the RSC General Assembly in Glasgow on 17-18 November 2006.  On day one, after the plenary session there were two discussion slots each with a choice of topics. He had chosen to attend one on the RSC going international and another on how the RSC could best support the various meetings held by groups. The former session had concentrated on how to forge links with and support trade missions to China and India. The latter session was probably of more interest to our group. There had been a long argument against current RSC arrangements on how one can pay to attend an RSC conference, as this cannot be done electronically, though a newer website with this facility might be set up soon. There had also been criticism of the long-winded procedures of the RSC in accepting conference proposals. There had followed an evening dinner at which medals had been presented to prize-winners. The following day there was a full society business meeting with a long agenda on the whole operation of the RSC.  LS had been impressed by the approachability and friendliness of all the attendees. The next Assembly will be on 15 & 16 November 2007 in Birmingham.
The PPSG committee then discussed how best to attract young people into chemistry in general and peptide chemistry in particular. LS believed they could be enthused by chemistry demonstrations such as those presented by Dr Bunhead. RS was pessimistic about the state of peptide chemistry in the UK compared to India or China, but BA felt that these countries presented opportunities for the RSC. AT noted that the RSC ran a programme to promote chemistry in schools. The web site is http://www.rsc.org/Education/Outreach/Aimhigher/
She said this had been very successful in the London region, with demonstrations on extraction of DNA and on luciferase causing great interest among pupils.

8. 
Web Matters
BA reiterated his opinion that a sign-up page for expression of interest in the Group would be a valuable source of contacts. 
9.
Reports from Past Meetings
WC had already reported at the last committee on the 1-day Nottingham meeting on 30 March 2006 and it had also been discussed under item 6 above. A one-page report by WC had been posted on the web at http://www.ppsg.org.uk/ChemBiolPeptides_WCC1.pdf by RE.
BA reported on a Biochemical Society focused meeting held at the RAC, Cirencester 4-6 January, 2007 entitled New Approaches for Elucidating Protease Biology and Therapeutic Opportunities. The report had also been posted on the web at http://www.ppsg.org.uk/cirencester.htm  Attendance had been disappointing (50 delegates) possibly because the meeting had been held too close to New Year.
9. 
Forthcoming Meetings

a) Cell penetrating peptides, 9-11 May 2007, Telford 

BA explained that this was a Biochemical Society focused meeting to be held at a conference centre of the University of Wolverhampton. He thought it would be well attended. There is a website at http://www.biochemsoc.org.uk/meetings/programme.cfm?Meeting_No=SA072
We have agreed to sponsor the meeting provided we get our subvention from the RSC. PS reminder the committee that there is a reduced registration rate for BS members at such conferences and it is often cheaper to join the BS than pay full rate.

b) Chemistry & Biology of Peptides 2007, 6 July 2007, Oxford
WC reported that the original intention to hold this at the Wellcome Trust Building in London was changed due to their high charges of £60 per delegate. It will be held in Rhodes House in Oxford. Two of the PPSG committee (RL and AT) are speakers. There is a website at 

http://www.merckbiosciences.co.uk/html/nbc/chembiolpept.htm
WC commented that he disagreed with RS about the decline of peptide chemistry in the UK, citing the speakers on the programme.

c) Protein-protein interactions: latest advances in biophysical and theoretical approaches, Glasgow, 11 July 2007
BA informed the committee of the speakers. LS asked what happened if there was a profit. BA explained that the BS are responsible fro financial support and also take any profit. The programme is available at

http://www.lifesciences2007.org/programme/programme.asp#S_1060
d) 9th International Symposium Solid Phase Synthesis: Complementary Solution Methods & Combinatorial Libraries, in U.E.A, Norwich 28 Aug -1 Sept 2007 
RE had recently finalised the arrangements with Norwich and is about to start publicity. There will also be a free Drug Discovery satellite meeting. The target is 100 delegates. Activotec is underwriting the financing of the meeting. Norwich will do all accommodation and meals. There will be the option of an afternoon Symposium Trip to Sandringham. After dinner there will be a young investigator session.
The web address is 

http://www.biocom.co.uk/symp07.htm
e) 4th International Peptide Symposium & 7th Australian Peptide Symposium
21 - 26 October, 2007, CAIRNS
PS informed committee that he will be attending this meeting. There will be several satellite meetings and the chemistry is being pushed off to these.  PS will display the banner if it is sent by DHL; PS will email John Wade on where to send it and will also look after the costs of shipping. He will also take the bookmarks. BA currently has the banner and will take it to Telford, then Oxford, then Norwich and then send it to Cairns.
Action BA and PS

11. 
Suggestions for Future Meetings

a) There had been a suggestion for a follow-on meeting from Cirencester to be held in Dublin. BA said it was unlikely that this could be done because the Biochemical Society made a loss in Cirencester.

b)The PPSG had been asked to propose a topic for the IUPCA Congress in Glasgow on 3-7 August 2009. CS had emailed a suggestion entitled “ Opportunities and resources for linking enzymes and drug targets to bioactive compound data” but there were no details. Hence, to meet the deadline BA had sent in a different proposal to Catherine Evans at the RSC for a meeting on Imaging. This proposal, entitled “Peptides as contrast Imaging agents for MRI and PET” been circulated to committee by BA. 
12. 
Committee Membership
As requested at the last committee meeting, BI had emailed members who not attended for several meetings to see if they wished to remain members. Following this Martin Quibell had resigned from the committee. As a possible new committee member, WC suggested John Offer at the Department of Biochemistry, University of Oxford. This proposal was supported by other members.

Action BI

 
13. 
Application for Travel Funding to Telford from India
BI had received an email from Khirud Gogoi, a postdoctoral scientist from Pune, India, who was presenting a poster at Telford and requested financial assistance for travel. The group was unable to provide this as it has no such funding available. RS suggested that BI should reply, suggesting that an application to the British Council to the Biochemical Society if a member.
Action BI

14. 
Any Other Business
PS felt that we need to devote a day to a discussion of a strategy for the Group in the face of the demise of peptide chemistry in the UK. He also had some ideas for future meetings such as post-translational modifications other than phosphorylation – e.g. by acetylation, methylation, ubiquitinylation, lipids.
15. 
Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 30 August in Norwich
