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RSC President visits Beijing Local Section
RSC President, Prof. C. David Garner FRSC CChem FRS, paid a visit to Beijing to after participating in the first UK–
China Symposium on Medicinal Chemistry in Shanghai and attending the opening of the new RSC office there. Dave 
Garner said “The RSC’s aim is to be foremost in the world promoting and developing the Chemical Sciences for the 
benefit of society. China is one of our priority countries and I am delighted that a Local Section has been established 
in Beijing. I can assure the members here that RSC staff in London and Cambridge, as well as those based in China, 
will do all they can to support the activities of the Section”.
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David Evans, Chair of the Beijing Local Section, 
welcomes  Dave Garner and his wife Pam to Beijing.

Wang Wenchuan, Treasurer of the Beijing Local 
Section, with David Evans and Dave Garner.
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The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) is a registered charity and the largest organisation in Europe for 
advancing the Chemical Sciences. Supported by a worldwide network of over 46,000 members and an 
international publishing business, our activities span education, conferences, science policy and the 
promotion of chemistry to the public. Our monthly magazines Chemistry World and Chemistry World: 
China contain news analysis, features, opinion columns and the latest job advertisements, and are the 
best way to keep up to date with the chemical world and the impact of chemistry on our everyday life. 
Chemistry World was voted ‘Best monthly business and professional magazine of the year’ in the 2006 
PP A Magaz ine  Aw ards .                                             .

As  a  k e e n  a mate u r  c hemis t ,  S i r  Edw ard  E lgar
w o u ld  h a v e  e n j o ye d  r e a d i ng  Ch e m i s t r y  W o r l d
and he has also featured in several articles himself. 
A b iographer  descr ibed  h im as  ‘genia l ,  cheery 
and at  peace with the world’ when ‘discovering 
the joys of chemistry’.  He had a laboratory in a 
conver ted  shed w h ich  he  n icknamed ‘The  Ar k ’
a n d  i n  t h e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  2 0 th  c en tu r y ,  h e 
invented and claimed to have patented a device 
f o r  m a k in g  h y d r o g e n  s u l f id e ,  w h ich  fo r  m a n y 
years was used in Hereford schools. His original 
m a nu sc r i p t  o f  t h e  P r e l ud e  t o  T h e  K ingdom i s     
s t a i ne d  w i t h  c h e m i c a l s  s how in g  t h a t  h e  m us t 
have had it with him in the laboratory.nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

www.rsc.org
www.rsc.org/Membership/Networking/InternationalActivities/InternationalSections/Asia/chinabeijing.asp

Beijing Local Section sponsors concert in Beijing
The International Festival Chorus (IFC) burst onto the Beijing classical music scene in March 2002 and since then 
has established itself as Beijing's premier choir. The Beijing Local Section was pleased to sponsor their concert  
‘Elgar the Music Makers’ in April in the Forbidden City Concert Hall with 120 singers/musicians and attended by an 
audience of over 900. A half-page advert in the concert programme (see below) introduced the RSC as well as the 
composer Elgar’s great interest in chemistry. There was a also direct link from the IFC website to the RSC website for 
those seeking more information.
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Chemistry Week 2009 Poster Competition
The RSC holds a Chemistry Week every two years as a celebration of the Chemical Sciences. Its aim is promote a 
positive image of chemistry and increase public understanding of how chemistry touches our everyday life. This year 
it took place from 7–15 November with the theme of Food. The RSC hosted a range of events at the new Chemistry 
Centre in Burlington House and many more events were held across the UK and elsewhere by RSC local sections, 
schools, universities and industry. The Beijing Local Section organized a poster competition for schoolchildren which 
attracted a large number of entries from Chinese and international schools in Beijing. Prizes were awarded in two age 
groups as follows:

First Prize

Brendan BurkeTeacher
Western Academy of BeijingSchool
Monosodium glutamatePoster title
Stephane Aroca-OnelleteWinner

Second Prize

Hu HongxinTeacher

The Second High School attached to 
Beijing Normal University

School
β-CarotenePoster title
Li Mingwei, Huang Yufan, Chen JianchiWinner

Commended 

Chen Chunxia/Peter PayneTeacher
Luhe High SchoolSchool
Trans fats in margarinePoster title
Zhou YeWinner

Second Prize
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Junior Group (13–15 years old)

Chen Chunxia/Peter PayneTeacher
Luhe High SchoolSchool
Are 100% pure fruit juices best for you?Poster title
Wan Miaomiao, Hou Zhongze, Jin ZhenWinner
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First Prize

Hu HongxinTeacher

The Second High School attached to 
Beijing Normal University)

School
Melamine: the good and the badPoster title
Cui Yiming, Tian Yi, Li ZhangWinner

Second Prize

Li YumingTeacher

The High School attached to Peking 
University

School
SpinachPoster title
Wang Kaizheng, Sun Gaochao, Shen JianfeiWinner

Commended 

Jiang ChaoqunTeacher
Luhe High SchoolSchool
Sports drinksPoster title
Yang Pengfei, Han YuWinner Posters were judged on the following criteria

● relevance to the theme of ‘Food’
● accuracy of the scientific content
● clarity of message and communication
● artistic merit

Prizes for the competition were:

● First prize: 600 RMB and a certificate
● Second prize: 300 RMB and a certificate
● Commended: 100 RMB and a certificate
● The winners’ schools will also receive a plaque.

All entrants to the competition received an RSC souvenir.

There will be a ceremony in May 2010 where the winners 
will receive their prizes from Dr. Richard Pike, the Chief 
Executive Officer of the RSC, and Prof. David Evans, the 
Chair of the Beijing Local Section. 

The winning posters will be displayed at RSC events in 
China during 2010.
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Senior Group (16–18 years old)
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Lecture Demonstration for Schools

The Chair of the Local Section, Prof. David Evans gave a lecture demonstration to local high school students and their 
teachers entitled “The how and why of chemical reactions” at Peking University in December. He used a variety of 
chemical reactions to illustrate the driving force for chemical change and the thermodynamic and kinetic factors which 
determine the extent and rate of chemical reactions.            . 

The beginning of the lecture.
The oxidation of propan-2-ol with chromium(VI) oxide 
as an example of a reaction with (very!) favorable 
thermodynamics and kinetics.
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Margarida Dias Da Graca Santos from Western 
Academy of Beijing (WAB) prepares to set light to 
soap bubbles containing a mixture of hydrogen and 
oxygen in the hands of her teacher, Brendan Burke.

Introducing the RSC and Chemistry World China at 
the end of the lecture.
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RSC signs agreement with SAFEA

In September, a memorandum of cooperation was signed 
between the RSC and the State Administration of Foreign 
Experts Affairs (SAFEA) to formalise an agreement to 
bolster Chinese chemistry. The memorandum was signed 
by Dr. Richard Pike, Chief Executive Officer of the RSC 
and Mr. Zhou Lixian, Director, Department of Educational 
and Cultural Experts, SAFEA, and outlines how UK 
chemists be funded to travel to China and advise on best 
practice in publishing research papers and presenting 
lectures at international conferences. It is intended that 
the UK visitors will spend some of their time at universities 
in the West of China which have fewer opportunities to 
benefit from international interactions. Any suggestions 
from members of potential host institutions in this 
category should be sent to Dr. Zheng Chunxiao, the RSC 
Chief Representative in China at zhengc@rsc.org. nnnn
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EC Science and Technology 
Fellowship Programme in China

The European Commission (EC) Science and Technology 
Fellowship (STF) Programme aims to promote the mobility 
of European Union (EU) researchers in China and to 
develop long-lasting contact l inks and research 
partnerships between the EU and Chinese research 
institutions. Each round of the STF China Programme
involves 30 researchers from EU member states. The 
fellows undertake a six-month tailor-made Chinese 
language and research culture training in Beijing followed 
by an 18-month practical research period in a Chinese 
host organization. The first intake of fellows have just 
completed their Chinese language and research culture 
training and this was marked by a Forum entitled: 
“Science and Research in China - European and Chinese 
Perspectives”, bringing together about 120 academics and 
administrators from the scientific communities in China 
and Europe, followed by a Graduation Gala at which the 
fellows received their graduation awards. The Chair of the 
Local Section, Prof. David Evans, gave a presentation at 
the Forum and was able to highlight the role that the RSC 
(and other European learned societies) can play in 
building links between researchers in the EU and China. 
Members who are interested in hosting fellows in their 
laboratory in the future should keep an eye on the STF 
website (www.euchinastf.eu) for details of future calls for 
applications. nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Local Section Chair 
awarded an OBE

Local Section Annual Dinner

The Beijing Local Section held an informal dinner party in 
January 2009 which provided an opportunity for 15 RSC 
members in China to meet up in a convivial setting. The 
dinner was held in the “Tasty” restaurant in Xihuan Plaza 
located in the distinctive glass towers above the subway 
interchange at Xizhimen. A further dinner is planned for 
early 2010 and details will be emailed to members in due 
course. Any suggestions of a suitable venue should be 
sent to the Secretary of the Local Section, Prof. Liu 
Dongsheng, at liudongsheng@tsinghua.edu.cn. nnnnnnThe President of the RSC, Prof. C. David Garner, 

formally expressed the congratulations and good wishes 
of RSC Council. David Evans said “Some of whatever I 
have been able to do in promoting UK/China relations 
has been whilst ‘wearing an RSC hat’, so I hope this 
award will be also seen as recognition of what the RSC 
has been doing in China”. . 

In the 2009 UK New 
Year’s Honours List, 
t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e 
Beijing Local Section, 
Prof. David Evans, 
was appointed as an 
Ordinary Officer of 
t h e  O rde r  o f  t h e 
British Empire (OBE) 
f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o 
international science 
a n d  U K / C h i n a 
relations and received 
the award from Prince 
C h a r l e s  a t 
Buckingham Palace 
in November. nnnnnn
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Committee Members

Chair
Prof. David G. EVANS CSci CChem FRSC

State Key Laboratory of Chemical Resource Engineering 
Beijing University of Chemical Technology

Box 98 
15 Bei San Huan Dong Lu

Beijing 100029

Tel.: 010-64437565 Fax: 010-64425385 Mobile: 13601362453
dgevans@mail.buct.edu.cn      dgebuct@yahoo.com.cn

Secretary
Prof. LIU Dongsheng MRSC

Department of Chemistry
Tsinghua University

Beijing 100084

Tel.: 010-62794081 Mobile: 13911035768
liudongsheng@tsinghua.edu.cn

Treasurer
Prof. WANG Wenchuan FRSC

College of Chemical Engineering
Beijing University of Chemical Technology

15 Bei San Huan Dong Lu
Beijing 100029

Tel.: 010-64427616  Fax: 010-64427616  Mobile: 13671059804
wchwang@163bj.com wangwc@mail.buct.edu.cn

Member
Mr. Peter R. PAYNE MRSC

30B Tower 7, Chaoyang Garden
No 25 Ganluyuan Nanli

Chaoyang District
Beijing 100025

Tel.: 010-85592611  Fax: 010-85592611  Mobile: 13621014794
ppchiral@mac.com

Co-opted
Dr. ZHENG Chunxiao MRSC

RSC Chief Representative for China
Royal Society of Chemistry, Beijing Office 

PO Box 53
No. 2 Zhongguancun North First Street

Beijing 100080

Tel.: 010 62558655  Fax: 010 62558655  Mobile: 13693695943
zhengc@rsc.org

Please note these contact details should not be communicated to non-RSC members

Please contact a member of the Committee if you have any suggestions for Section activities in 2010
or any other comments


