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Assets a mixture of in-house projects & strategic alliances with 

pharmaceutical partners

Å 150 + Patent Family filings in last 5 ½ years

Å Pre- and post-filing searching by Astex

Å Info Manager also supports Commercial & Research staff

Astex

UK Biotech Company, Founded 1999

Å Industry-leading platform

Å PyramidÊ platform generates at least one small molecule IND 

per year

Å Current focus - oncology and virology

Å IP Team - 2 Patent Attorneys + Information Manager

Å < 100 Staff, single UK site
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ÅTypes of search request

ÅPatentability

ÅValidity

ÅInfringement & FTO

ÅSearch focused on pharmacophore

ÅGenus to be claimed

ÅSub genus

ÅSpecies of interest

ÅSearch output reviewed in line with strategic goal

Searching Approaches (1)
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Are current searches sufficient ?
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ÅSearch strategies reflect strategic goal

ÅQuery designed with question in mind

ÅMay be standard

ÅMay be non-standard

ÅMay be multifaceted / multiple queries

ÅOften form part of collaboration agreements

ÅTime search takes place important

ÅMore post-search work for non-standard

ÅAnalysis from different perspectives

ÅFamily checks

ÅRegister checks

ÅLegal status checks

ÅOutput aligned to strategic goals

Searching Approaches (2)
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We all have the samesearch needs, buté

Å Biotech Sector

Å Search for own benefit plus 

benefit of others

Å Due Diligence

ÅVenture Capital & Debt

ÅOut-licensing

ÅIn-licensing

ÅCollaborations

ÅExternal scrutiny

Å Search earlier

ÅNo surprises !

Å Pharmaceutical sector

Å Search for own benefit

Å Risk management

ÅInternal projects, plus

ÅIn-licensing

Å Search later

ÅUnderstand whatôs out there
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Search Example (1)
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Search Example (1)
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Search Example (2)
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Search Example (2)
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Search Example (2)
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USPTO 37 CFR 156
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Israeli Patent Office Section 18


