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Nature & purpose Highlight Articles in Soft Matter are short articles that highlight 
important new developments made over the past year or so. They should explain the 
significance of the work to the broad, interdisciplinary Soft Matter audience. They may 
point out further urgent follow-up work and challenges that are still faced, and may be 
speculative in nature. No new work should be presented; these papers are intended to 
put existing work into perspective.  

 
 
Length Highlight Articles should be 4 
journal pages (manuscript length of 
around 12-16 double-spaced pages), 
although this may vary slightly 
depending on the nature of the article.  
Authors should include displayed 
material (tables and figures) as they 
consider appropriate.  
 
Abstract A short “snappy” summary 
should open the article. This should be 
approximately 100 words long. 
 
Biography & photograph A brief 
biography should be included, a 
maximum of 100 words per author. 
Each biography should also include 
one photo (black and white). There 
can be a maximum of 6 individual 
biographies per article.  
 
Electronic Supplementary 
Information (ESI): ESI is a free facility 
that enables authors to enhance and 
increase the impact of their articles. 
Such data can take full advantage of 
the electronic medium, allowing use of 
full colour diagrams, 3D molecular 
models, movie clip files etc. Authors 
are encouraged to use this service to 
enhance their Highlight Articles.  
 
Guidelines for authors: A 
comprehensive guideline to submitting 
articles can be downloaded here: 
http://www.rsc.org/Publishing/Journals/
guidelines/AuthorGuidelines/JournalPo
licy/index.asp. 

 
Templates Highlight articles are 
formatted in 3 columns, not 2 which 
are used in the generic RSC article 
template. 
 
Copyright If Authors need to 
reproduce any illustrations, tables or 
quotations from another source then it 
is the Author’s responsibility to obtain 
written permissions from the copyright 
owner (normally permission is required 
from the publisher). A permission 
request form for this purpose is 
available at the RSC web site 
(http://www.rsc.org/AboutUs/Copyright
/Permissionrequests.asp). This should 
be submitted along with the 
manuscript. It is also the author’s 
responsibility to ensure the correct 
acknowledgements are given in their 
article. 
 
Submissions Highlight Articles may 
be submitted via our website at: 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sm. 
   
Acceptance At least two independent 
experts will referee all Highlight 
Articles. The decision to accept (or 
reject) an article will be made on the 
basis of two agreeing reports. 
Suggestions for appropriate reviewers 
are welcomed. Authors may be 
required to make some alterations to 
their manuscript before it is passed for 
editing. 
 
Reprints Corresponding authors will 
receive a PDF reprint of their article 
and a copy of the printed issue in 
which their Highlight Article appears. 
Printed reprints may be ordered on 
request from the Editorial Office. 
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