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UK Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office



The UK Intellectual
Property Office

Executive Agency within Department of Innovation,
Universities and Skills (DIUS)

950+ staff based in Newport in South Wales, 12 based in
Blackfriars, London

Our task is to help stimulate innovation and raise the
international competitiveness of British industry through
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)




IP Baseline Survey

96% of UK businesses do not know the value of their
Intellectual Property Rights

Only 11% of UK businesses know that disclosure of an
invention before filing will invalidate a patent

74% of UK businesses could not correctly identify the owner
of copyright when using a subcontractor

Only 4% of UK businesses have an Intellectual Property
policy




\What is intellectual property?

Confidentiality @ Trade Marks
Patents

Design Right Regd. Designs




Trade Marks



A Reqistered Trade Mark is...

Any sign which is capable
of being represented graphically

Any sign which is capable of
distinguishing the goods or services
of one undertaking from another

Name; logo; slogan; colour; music; shape;
Non traditional




UK Applications

Fees:
Application fees: £200 — Includes one Class
Additional Classes £50 each (up to 45 Classes)

10 year initial registration

Timeline:

Examination within 2 months of filing
Registration (unopposed) in 6 months




Registered Designs



Registered Designs

Lines; contours; shape; texture or materials
of the product or its decoration

25 year exclusive right (5 x 5 Years)

Design protected without limitation
to a specific product or article




Registered Designs

12 month “grace period” to test market

New, individual character, not excluded

£60 / £40 for the UK




Copyright



What Copyright protects

Books, technical reports, manuals, databases
Engineering, technical or architectural plans

Paintings, sculptures, photographs

Music, songs, plays, dramatic works
Promotional literature, advertising

Films, videos, cable or radio broadcasts

Computer software




How long does Copyright last?

Literary, musical, artistic & dramatic works:
author’s lifetime plus 70 years

Films: 70 years after the death of the last of:
director, composer of the score, the author of
the screenplay and the scriptwriter

Sound recordings, TV & radio broadcasts &
cable programmes: 50 years from first broadcast

Publishers’ right (typographical layout etc.):
25 years




\WWho owns Copyright?

Usually the first creator or author...

...or their employer if produced in the
ordinary course of their employment

However, a contractor will retain ownership
unless their contract is explicit to the contrary

Even if the creator sells their rights, they have
‘moral rights’ over how their work is used




Patents




Patents



Criteria for ‘patentability’

Patents are for “technological innovation”, though the
Patents Act 1977 fails to define the word “invention”

A solution to a problem

A ‘monopoly’ right for a maximum of 20 years

Official costs £200 (£130 Search £70 Examination)
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