














onetoone

Take advantage of a wide range of member services

Don’t get stressed! Although many people will feel some pressure at work if they
have a challenging job, too much pressure leads to stress. We take a look at what
causes stress, how you can tackle it and how, as a member, the RSC can help you.

A small amount of stress can be
healthy and is not harmful on its
own. However, with up to 20%
of employees suffering from
workplace stress at some point
in their career, sometimes it can
spiral out of control and result in
illness.

M What causes stress?

In the workplace stress can be
caused when the pressure from
your job becomes too much and
you suffer an adverse reaction
to it. Typical causes include poor
communication, a bad working
environment or feeling like your
skills don’t match those that are
needed for the job.

Stress can be caused by
bullying, which can be deliberate
or accidental. Bullying can take
many forms including verbal
aggression, humiliation or
by undermining someone’s
confidence, either through face-
to-face contact, in writing, over the
phone or by email.

Outside of the workplace
bereavement, money worries,
illness and other issues can also
trigger stress and impact on your
performance at work just as much
as stress caused at work.

M Symptoms

Excess pressure can impact on
your physical and mental health,
which without being dealt with in
the short term can lead to long-
term health problems. Common
symptoms of stress to look out
for include muscle fatigue, raised

h|
w

There are ways to tackle stress and improve your life

blood pressure, rapid heartbeat,
anxiety, irritability, disturbed
sleep and headaches.

M Getting help

Although it may seem impossible
at times, stress needn’t ruin your
life and taking back control of
issues you are facing is a positive
way to start to manage your
stress levels. A good first step

is to talk about the issue with
someone your trust, either in or
out of work. Other simple things
you can do include taking regular
exercise, eating healthily and
making sure you take breaks you

are entitled to, such as lunchtime.

If you have a particular worry,
such as debt, health or housing,

then it can be helpful to share
your problem and seek advice
from an expert. You may be able
to access a confidential helpline
provided by your employer or
by your trade union. You can
also seek advice and support
on personal issues from the
RSC through our One to One
service and our specialist adviser,
Rosemary Davenport.
Alternatively the RSC’s
Volunteer Visitor Network can
often provide confidential
support and encouragement if
you are going through a difficult
time. Our volunteers can’t give
advice but can be invaluable as
a friend, enabling you to move
your life forward. You won't be

judged and the support can help
you decide the best way forward
foryou, while also helping you
to keep on track once you have
decided between your options.
If your stress is work-related
then consider speaking to your
employer (either your manager,
an employee representative like
a trade union official, or your
human resources department)
about how you can deal with the
problem informally. However if
the situation becomes formal and
you need legal advice then help is
available from the TUC
www.worksmart.org.uk
and Citizens Advice
www.adviceguide.org

For some people, changing
jobs or career provides a solution
to their source of stress. There is
free, confidential and impartial
careers advice available from the
One to Oneteam if you decide
that moving on is right for you.

For more information and advice
about any of the issues here or
to get in touch with a member of
the One to Oneteam

email: onetoone@rsc.org

tel: 01223 432 432

© MORE INFORMATION
For more information go to
www.rsc.org/memberbenefits

telephone

01223 432 432
oremail
info@rsc.org

6

RSC NEWS  OCTOBER 2009




A closer look at our members and their interests

seconds
with...

CRAIG MILLS
MRSC

Craig Mills is a senior engineer
atthe Department for Transport
and has a background in
atmospheric chemistry.

Craig is involved in the

STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths)
Ambassadors Programme, and
has recently signed up to the
RSC’s ChemNet Ambassador
scheme as well.

“Very few people
getto fly in four-
seater planes to
collect their own
air samples!”

20 Craig Mills

Explaining the fun of studying chemistry

Q What does your role involve at
the Department for Transport?

A Ijoined the department in 2008
as a science and technology advisor
in the transport security and civil
contingencies directorate. The
focus of my work was aviation
security. This was a fast-paced
and exciting job, developing an
increased understanding of how
new technologies can be best used
to increase transport security and in
particular working with international
partners and manufacturers to
deliver new technology to improve
security screening points in airports.
I've recently moved to a new
position as a senior engineer. My
role is focused on vehicle emissions
standards which aim to reduce CO»
and air quality pollutants from
road vehicles - this is closer to my
background as an atmospheric
chemist. I co-chair an international
group developing a world
harmonised procedure for testing
CO9 and pollution emissions from
light duty vehicles.

Q Why did you join the STEM
Ambassadors Programme?

A1 spent a year of my
undergraduate degree working as a
teaching assistant at the University
of Colorado at Boulder. I loved the
experience and miss the enjoyment
of watching people learn a subject
[ am so passionate about. Being a
STEM Ambassador gives you the
chance to inspire students with
science and technology!

I have taken part in a drop-in
session for careers advisors to give

advisors the opportunity to speak
to different scientists from a variety
of careers. I'm currently planning a
school visit to teach GSCE students
about atmospheric chemistry with
some fun experiments. I also hope
to explain the fun I had studying
chemistry — very few people get to
fly in four-seater planes to collect
their own air samples!

Q What'’s the key message that
you want to take into schools?

A1 really want to encourage pupils
to continue with science. Many
students, and indeed adults, think
that a career in science is limited to
laboratory work. It can actually lead
you in many directions — while I have
mostly focused on science policy,
I've worked in some very different
fields: atmospheric chemistry, food
science, explosives and security,
and now my current role. I still visit
laboratories, but my days are very
varied — working in an office, taking
part in international meetings, and
attending conferences.

Q Why did you also join the
ChemNet Ambassador scheme?

A As a chemist, I want to
encourage more students to take
up my subject. I did my undergrad
at the University of Wales Swansea,
which was one of the universities
to close its chemistry department
as the number of students in
chemistry declined. Chemists are
needed in so many different areas
of life that it is imperative we work
hard to encourage students to take
up the subject and pursue a career
in this amazing field.

AMBASSADORS

PROGRAMMES

STEMNET is the
Science, Technology,
Engineering and
Mathematics
Network. It
coordinates the
national STEM
Ambassadors
Programme,

with over 18,000
ambassadors able
to work with young
people, teachers
and schools. The
programme enables
any individual

with STEM skills

to promote a
positive view of
these subjects and
demonstrate how
essential STEM is in
our daily lives. The
programme is funded
by the Department
for Business
Innovation and Skills.
The RSCruns a
parallel outreach
scheme, where
ChemNet
Ambassadors visit
post-16 students to
talk about careers

in chemistry. RSC
members who

are ChemNet
Ambassadors may
wish to consider
registering for the
STEM Ambassador
scheme, where they
will benefit from extra
training and have
the chance to visit a
wider age range of
students.

www.stemnet.org.uk
WWW.rsc.org/
chemnet
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SUSTAINABLE

WAIER

An international conference on water in Africa has emphasised the
important role that scientists must embrace to help solve the problem

and in Kenya is parched.
The country is suffering
severe droughts, and the
devastating effects on the
local populations and spectacular

wildlife are making sober headlines

in both the Kenyan and international

media.

The RSC'’s Pan Africa Chemistry
Network held its third international
conference at the University of
Nairobi in August; the theme was
fittingly sustainable water. 150
delegates attended the meeting,
which was sponsored by Syngenta
along with the RSC.

The Pan African Chemistry
Network has been developed to help
African countries to integrate into
regional, national and international

scientific networks, with a
special focus on the Millennium
Development Goals. Alejandra
Palermo, manager of international
projects at the RSC, believes that
helping scientists to address the issue
of water in Africa is critical to the
continent’s development: “There is no
substitute for water. Africa as a whole
is water stressed — and this situation
may be worsened by climate change.
Water is increasingly a political issue.”
While climatic conditions are the
root cause, discussion at the meeting
highlighted how other pressures
are inflaming the problems. Rising
populations, decreasing water
quality and incomplete or poor water
infrastructures are all playing their
part. Some communities are reliant

on water resources that are trans-
boundary, such as the Nile, and the
threat of conflict as water becomes
scarcer is becoming a real concern.

Food for thought
Delegates at the meeting heard that
food production consumes over
80% of the freshwater resources in
African basins and so considerations
of water policy must also look at
changes in agricultural activities.
Food production will need to
increase dramatically over coming
decades, yet in doing so it cannot
consume more water, nor can it risk
compromising water quality.

Simon Cook, of the CGIAR
(Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research)
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Challenge Programme on Water
and Food, Columbia, discussed the
strategic relationship between water
and food. Cook admitted that whilst
water scarcity is a problem in parts
of Africa, the problem is actually
more complex. The efficiency by
which food is produced from the
water available relies on factors
including the development status of
the region and the quality of water
resources.

Cook emphasised the importance
of an integrated water management
system: “As chemists you don’t
just study one problem-part of
a chemical reaction, you look at
the system as whole and this is
what is needed now for water: an
integrated solution addressing the
need for clean drinking water, water
remediation, and water for growing
food - they are all inextricably
linked.”

Alison Sapiets of Syngenta, UK,
addressed part of the solution
by introducing the concept of
“conservation agriculture” where
more food per drop of water is
produced but, through good land
management techniques, less
leaching of precious fertilisers into
local water sources occurs.

Syngenta chief executive, Mike
Mack, emphasized the important
role of technology and agronomic
knowledge for the development of
productive agriculture in Africa.
“We are committed to supporting
the advancement of agriculture in
Africa, as part of a virtuous cycle of
sustainable agricultural and rural
development with the aim of raising
income for farmers, suppliers and
the larger community.”

Environmental issues

The contamination of water sources

in Africa is a major issue, with the
added challenge of how to monitor
these water bodies with minimal
analytical equipment. Rose Alani

from the University of Lagos, Nigeria,
presented results at the meeting, from
Lagos Lagoon, a large fresh water lake
that is used by the local population

for drinking, washing, irrigation of
crops and leisure. The lagoon shows
worryingly high levels of heavy metals,
pesticides and pathogens, which are
coming from industry, farming and
household sewerage.

Alani echoed the frustration of
many scientists who are studying
water contamination but feel that
their results are “falling on deaf
ears”. The challenge now is how to
get governments to take notice and
introduce legislation.

Shem Wandiga, from the University
of Nairobi, further highlighted that
although river and water source
contamination is a global problem,
the difference between Africa and
developed countries is that developed
countries have the financial resources
to clean water. Wandiga agreed that
prevention of pollution is utterly
essential and felt that “the action
required is not going to be started by
governments but by the people”.

Widespread water education to the
general public, but especially children,
is likely to be essential.

Finding solutions
Some of the solutions are already
being developed by scientists. The
session on water treatment saw
innovative examples of cheap, point-
of-use water remediation techniques
including grey water recycling system,
solar disinfection, and filtration
techniques that ranged from utilising
locally grown plants through to more
sophisticated nanoparticle filters. All
had the same purpose in mind - to
be cheap, easy to use technologies so
that local populations can produce
water fit for drinking, washing or
growing food.

An open forum concluded the
three-day meeting, allowing delegates

to share their thoughts on future
action. It seems that although the
lack of specialist analytical equipment
is nurturing innovative solutions,

it was widely recognised that more
collaborations with international
partners is needed for more
sophisticated analyses.

Richard Pike, RSC chief executive,
reflected on the experience to echo
this point: “I came away with the
overriding view that there is good
science going on in Africa, but it is
constrained by many factors such as
shortage of equipment and power
cuts, which means that even where
there is equipment, long-duration
analytical tests still have to be done
elsewhere.

“Furthermore, many African
scientists are unable to engage
effectively with their governments —
they collect data, undertake analysis
and make recommendations, but their
governments have other priorities.
There may be a role for the RSC in
supporting the continent’s scientists
to put over their points more
effectively, and engage with the media.

“Money alone will not address the
water problems of Africa, and the
conference emphasised implicitly
the vital wider issues that we, as
scientists, must embrace, not least
communicating with decision-makers
and following through to bring about
change”

The findings from the conference
are being compiled into a report that
will be used to publicise solutions to
the water problems.

FEATURE «

Poster sessions
demonstrated the
innovative solutions
that are being
developed in Africa
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CHEMISTRY WEEK

This year the RSC has been holding a variety of events linking chemistry and food.
The RSC and its members are now preparing to embark on Chemistry Week 2009.

hemistry Week is a biennial

celebration of the chemical

sciences; this year it will

take place 7-15 November.
It aims to promote a positive image
of chemistry and increase public

For more understanding of how chemistry
information on touches our everyday lives.
Chemistry Week The theme of food this year should

events being run at
Burlington House
Chemistry Centre,

open the way for many tasty events.
Light-hearted and fun activities
will stand alongside more serious

visit the website. : . .
1sc.0rg] discussions on the importance of
chemistryweek chemistry to food and nutrition.

Numerous schools are organising
activities, many with the support of
the RSClocal sections. RSC younger
member networks are also involved
in arranging activities, for children,
the public, and members of their
network.

The RSC Chemistry Centre has
now opened its doors (see page 12)
and it will be hosting a range of events
during Chemistry Week. This will
include a Sizzling Science cooking
demonstration, run by the Medical
Research Council Human Nutrition

Research labs, Cambridge. A chef
and nutrition scientist will prepare a
meal in front of the audience in the
Chemistry Centre’s Library.

Pauline Meakins, the RSC’s
external promotion manager, is
excited by the opportunities the new
venue will offer: “This year it will be
great to be able to run a number of
our public and school events in the
new Chemistry Centre. These should
be the first of many events we hold
here, to celebrate and promote the
role of chemistry in our lives.”

10 RSCNEWS OCTOBER 2009
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Chemistry Week Highlights

Below are some examples of the Chemistry Week events that will be taking place
across the UK. For details of these and more events see the diary section of RSC

News and the Chemistry Week website.

www.rsc.org/chemistryweek

04 November 18:30-21:00

Chemistry of Curry Newcastle University

At a mixer meeting for younger members, Remya Norris will give
an overview of the Chemistry involved with a traditional Indian
Curry. Samples of a wide variety of Indian Cuisine will be available
following the presentation to RSC members and guests.

10 November 2009 19:00 20:00

Chemical Engineering of Creme Eggs

University of Birmingham
Professor Peter Fryer will reveal the secrets of Créme Eggs
as part of a sixth form lecture series.

11 November 2009 09:00 15:00

Journey to the Centre of Your Lunch

Mclaren High School, Assembly Hall, Callander
Mark Kydd and Nicky McCabe will give a demonstration for
primary schools on what happens to your food once you
have eaten it.

11 November 2009-19:00

The Chemistry on Your Table

South Lodge Hotel, Chelmsford

Richard Ratcliffe, Executive Director of The Food Ingredients &
Additives Association, will talk on the ingredients and additives of
our food to RSC members and guests.

12 November 17:15-18:30

Can Chemistry Keep Feeding the World?

Aberystwyth University
Professor Chris Pollock will talk at this public event at
Aberystwyth University

12 November 2009 19:30 21:00

Food Colourful Food

The Chemistry Centre, Burlington House
The author of RSC’s Food book, Tom Coultate, will give a lecture on
the chemistry of colour in food to RSC ChemNet members.

15 November 10:00-16:00

The Organic Chemist’s Cookbook

Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester

Visitors to the museum can experience fun, hands-on experiments
with food, run by the Manchester and district local section and
younger members network.

OCTOBER 2009 RSC NEWS
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The
Chemistry

Centre

The Chemistry Centre offers an exciting,
flexible space that members can take advantage of
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The RSC would

like to thank the
Wolfson Foundation
for a grant of

£1 million to help
fund the Chemistry
Centre.

The Wolfson
Foundation is

a charitable
foundation which
supports projects
across the fields

of science and
technology,
medical research
and health,
education and

the arts, through
grants to registered
charities.

t has been over a year in the
making, but the Chemistry Centre
at the RSC’s premises in central
London is now ready to open its
doors to RSC members and the public.

The centre is a suite of rooms in
the Burlington House offices that
can used by the RSC, members and
external organisations to host a range
of events, from committee meetings
and seminars to report launches and
public lectures.

The RSC has spent over £2
million on refurbishing the rooms,
in particular the library, to create a
flexible space that can be configured in
a variety of ways, enabling a range of
different events to take place.

The centre aims to celebrate both
chemistry’s past and its future so the
development has striven to combine
the historic features of the 19th
century building with a fresh feel and
modern facilities.

The Chemistry Centre is made up
of six rooms in total. On the first floor
of the building are the interconnecting
rooms of the Library, Coffee Area,
Council Room, and Hinshelwood
Room, along with the adjacent
Priestley Room (see plan). The Fish
Room on the ground floor completes
the venue.

Helen Pain, RSC Manager of
Member Services, who has overseen
the development, emphasises the
adaptability of the rooms: “This is

especially true for the Library — its
refurbishment has been the most
complex part of this redevelopment.
The room has become a beautiful
events venue, while remaining as a

functional library.”

Member facilities
There have been several improvements
made to the facilities that are on offer
to members, as Helen explains. “The
old Librarian’s Office has become a
coffee area, where we hope members
can relax between meetings. And
wireless internet allows visitors to
surf the web or access RSC resources,
including the Virtual Library.”

There is also a new Members’
Office, located on the upper
level of the Library. This has four
workstations, allowing members to
use the Library’s online facilities or
simply check emails. Glass doors,
designed by Lucy Amsden of Central
St Martin’s School of Art and Design,
combine chemistry and art to provide
the room with both privacy and light.

Flexible spaces

All the rooms in the Chemistry Centre
have been equipped with up to date
audio-visual facilities. “The Council,
Hinshelwood and Priestley rooms
have mobile projectors, screens and
other devices available,” explains
Helen, “while the out-dated media wall
in the Fish Room has been replaced

with a new video conferencing facility.”

In her view, the Library is the best
demonstration of how the venue
has been modernised. As well as
widescreen presentation facilities,
including a projector screen that
can be retracted when not in use,
there are cameras to allow events to
be recorded. Live web-streaming of
proceedings to people all over the
world on the internet will be possible,
and recorded events can be archived
for future use.

A sound system and large screens
on either side of the library guarantee
that everyone can see and hear what
is being discussed. There are also two
additional screens on the walls of the

P —

Stairs to

The interconnecting rooms on the
first floor make a very flexible space
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coffee
area,
which can
act as a space for
audience overflow for
very popular events.
“We will also be able to host and
display live feeds from elsewhere in
the world. This facility could place the
RSC at the heart of the international
scientific community,” says Helen.
As the range of events that can

now be run in
Burlington House
has increased dramatically,
so the demand on catering has grown.
To accommodate this, the basement
kitchen has been enlarged and
completely refitted.

An exciting future

The venue opened for its first event
on Saturday 19 September, when

the RSC took part in London Open
House, which allows the public the
opportunity to tour buildings of
architectural interest in London. Since
then the RSC has also hosted the
re-launch of the Organic Mechanisms
Reactions group and an event for the
Food Standards Agency.

Many more events are planned for
the next few months. A new public
lecture series will be running on the
first Wednesday of the month from
November. The venue will also host
arange of Chemistry Week events in
November (see page 10).

As well as many member-run
conferences and symposia, other
events being hosted in the Chemistry

Centre
include the
Pfizer Organic Chemistry Poster
Symposium, a workshop for
science communicators run by the
Department of Business, Innovation
and Skills and a reception for
GlaxoSmithKline.

While the main library is being
used for events, members will still
be able to access the members’ office
and coffee area and to use the online
resources. Staff will be available to
assist members in accessing books
from the main library where possible.
Opening hours for the main library are
available at
www.rsc.org/Library/About

Please check ahead of your visit. To
find out more about the venue, please
visit the website.
www.rsc.org/chemistrycentre
chemistrycentre@rsc.org

Above left: The
coffee area provides
a relaxing space for
members

Above right: A new
bridge connects the
two upper galleries of
the Library

Overleaf: The library
looks vastly different
after the refurbishment
compared to 18 months
ago (inset)
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Letters

Next month, Chemistry
Week will see public
outreach events across

the country. | find the

ingenuity and range

of events that are being planned to be
incredible. I wish | could find out first-hand
about the engineering of Creme Eggs and the

science in my curry.

It's surely only through the reliable
enthusiasm of members that the RSC s really
able to label this period as a national week
for chemistry. To accommodate the number
of students, local sections, networks and
schools that are wholeheartedly embracing
the chemistry of food, the diary in RSC News

spills onto an extra two pages in this issue.

We really hope that all of you involved in
events will keep your cameras to hand and
send in photographs and anecdotes of your

activities.

Sheena Elliott
RSCNews@rsc.org

and comments on RSC activities and issues

Chemistry congress

The RSC is delighted that so many
people attended and enjoyed the

IUPAC Congress in Glasgow. As David
Parker rightly pointed out in his letter
last month, the RSC did stop running
Annual Meetings and Congresses in the
1990s for financial reasons — attendance
B became very low leading to large losses
in staging such an event.

We continue to keep the potential
re-introduction under review and while
we find the demand for ‘specialist’
meetings remains very high in the UK, we do not see enough demand for a
regular ‘Congress type’ meeting at the moment. However, the RSC is a major
sponsor of the EuCheMS Chemistry Congress, the next one being held between
29 August and 2 September 2010 in Niirnberg, Germany. Currently these
meetings, held every two years, provide an opportunity for chemists to attend
an RSC Annual Meeting/Congress style meeting but at European level.

Neville Reed CSci CChem FRSC
RSC Director of Communication and Member Services

Badge of honour

Iam an associate lecturer for the Open
University, tutoring chemistry and
science courses, and I thought you might
be interested to see one of the more
unusual sightings of the RSC lapel badge.

I ride with the Riding for the Disabled
Assodiation in dressage and in July I
travelled with my horse from Northern
Ireland to Hartpury in Gloucester to
compete in the National Dressage finals.
I routinely wear my RSC badge on my
show jacket and I'm delighted to say that
I won my championship class and am
now a British Champion. T hope that you
can see my badge in the presentation
photo above.

I'was asked about my badge on several occasions and it generated interest
among those whom I chatted to.

Soyou see, we do wear our badges!
Roma Oakes MRSC, Newtownards

Editor: We would be very interested to see pictures of other unusual places of members
wearing their badge. Roma is also currently seeking sponsors to help her progress. More
information for interested persons or companies can be found on her website.
www.romaoakes.co.uk
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Seeking a colourful
background
knowledge

A team of us at Northumbria University
(Joanna Russell, Brian Singer and Justin
Perry) is working on a project analyzing
the materials used by the 20th century
artist Francis Bacon in a project funded
by his estate.

Bacon used a range of paints in his art
but from analysis of his studio (which is
on permanent exhibition at the Hugh
Lane Gallery in Dublin) and analysis of
some of his paintings, we know that he
often used household emulsion paints
by Dulux and Carsons to construct the
background of his works. In fact, across
his studio there are tins of these paints
alongside more conventional artists’
supplies.

One of the aims of our project is to
develop a time line for the materials
Bacon used in different parts of his
career. It would help us greatly if we
could talk with someone who was
involved in the formulation of household
paints (especially Dulux and/or Carsons
products) in the postwar period up to
Bacon’s death in 1992. We could then
incorporate this knowledge into our
analytical methods. Are there any RSC
members who would be able to help?
Justin Perry MRSC, Newcastle

Editor: If you feel able help the team in
Northumbria, Justin Perry would be very
happy for you to contact him by email.
justin.perry@unn.ac.uk

The looming energy crisis

The need for nuclear power: can ‘cold fusion’ fill the gap?

Recent news of researchers in the US
and Italy claiming low-energy nuclear
reaction (LENR) success reminded me
of the excellent letters two years ago
by David Bradley and Paul Bristow
(Opinion RSC News November and
December 2007).

They encapsulated my views about
nuclear power, and I suspect many
other adequately-informed citizens
think similarly. With crystal darity,
Bristow put the point which the rest of
the population needs to understand:
the growing danger of economic
catastrophe, and even major wars,
if secure long-term energy supplies
cannot be guaranteed, a danger
immensely greater than any nuclear
waste or accident.

The summary of European energy
policy (RSC Policy Bulletin, Feb 2008)
used political-speak for this, quoting the
need for increasing energy importation
and “related political and economic
risks”. If such risk leads to war, we
can assume that sooner or later it will
become nuclear. The general public
would surely prefer nuclear power to
nuclear war!

As I see it, nuclear energy, whether
it is fission, hot fusion or ‘cold
fusion’, is the best approach to the
supply problem.

There is a distinctly positive side
to this. The sigmoidal growth-curve
of vast social and economic progress
has been triggered roughly every
fifty-five years since the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution with the
development of a new power source:
water power, static steam power,
mobile steam power, electricity, and
nuclear fission power (pioneered, we
remember, in the UK). On this time-

scale, another triggering is overdue. It's
not just a matter of surviving; there’s
the prospect of another great leap
forward if things can be got right.

The next obvious candidate is
nuclear fusion. Martin Fleischmann
is reported as thinking that “we’re
doomed if fusion cannot be made to
work in some form”, and I'm afraid he’s
right. If ‘cold fusion’, whatever the low-
energy reactions are, can be controlled
and scaled-up it would be an immense
step forward.

Irrespective of whatever support
HM Government gives to the JET hot
option, I am concerned not to have
heard of any support for the cold one.
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Leslie Davies was
a senior lecturer
in chemistry at
the University of
Salford before his
retirement
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FURTHER INFORMATION

The RSC News Diary this month
lists RSC events from October and
November 2009 that are held on
the RSC conference database.
Further details on any of these
meetings can be obtained from
the named contact or from the
conference website at www.rsc.
org/ConferencesAndEvents/
conference

Type in the specific ID number for
each event in the search box.
You can also browse events by
type, organiser or region.

YOUR GUIDE TO

Major conferences

Faraday Discussion 149:
Analysis for Healthcare
Diagnostics and Theranostics

6—-8 September 2010,
University of Edinburgh, UK

Call for oral abstracts deadline -
2 November 2009

Themes include:
e Systems/devices to inform
therapy

*  Physical techniques for diagnostics
¢ High-throughput measurement and analysis
e Towards real-time clinical measurement

Speakers include: Roger Tsien (Introductory) (UC San Diego),

Pankaj Vadgama (Closing) (Queen Mary, London), Tony Cass (Imperial),
Graham Cooks (Purdue University), Kev Dhaliwal (MRC Centre for
Inflammation Research) and Walter Kolch (University College Dublin).

Visit www.rsc.org/FD149 for more information and how to submit
an abstract for oral presentation.

Dalton Discussion 12: Catalytic
C-H and C-X Bond Activation

13-15 September 2010,
Durham University, UK

Call for oral abstracts deadline —
23 October 2009

The meeting will highlight the
importance of catalytic bond
activation in cross-coupling
chemistry. The latest research will
be presented and discussed.

Themes include:
e Synthetic chemistry (including applications)

¢ Inorganic and organometallic chemistry
*  Reaction mechanism (physical organic and organometallic chemistry)
e Transition metal catalysis

Speakers include: Keith Fagnou (University of Ottawa),
Jennifer Love (The University of British Columbia),
William D. Jones (University of Rochester) and

Aiwen Lei (Wuhan University).

Visit www.rsc.org/DD12 for more information and how to submit
an abstract for oral presentation.

ALL IMPORTANT EVENTS

DATES AND

DEADLINES

MACRO2010: 43rd IUPAC
World Polymer Congress
Polymer Science in the
Service of Society

11-16 July 2010

SECC, Glasgow, UK
Macro2010 is the latest in

the series of the biennial
meetings of the IUPAC
Polymer Division dedicated to
all aspects of polymer science
and engineering.

The call for abstracts opens
this autumn. For your chance
to give an oral or poster
presentation, submit your
abstract by 29 January 2010.
Symposia, keynote and
invited speaker information is
now available online.

www.MACRO2010.0rg

Analytical Research Forum
2010

26-28 July 2010
Loughborough University, UK
Call for abstracts deadline —
26 February 2010

www.rsc.org/ARF10

Directing Biosynthesis 2010
15—-17 September 2010
Durham University, UK

Call for oral abstracts
deadline — 16 April 2010
www.rsc.org/Biosynth1o

(S MORE INFORMATION
To find out more about any
event on this page, see
www.rsc.org/conferences
Call 01223 43 2254/2380
or email
conferences@rsc.org
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Events

SCOTLAND

East Scotland Section
RSC Bourke Lectureship
29 October at 16:00
ID=104422
University of Edinburgh
* Prof Thomas Rizzo, Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne, Switzerland.
See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Faraday Division.

Contact Perdita Barran
e perdita.barran@ed.ac.uk

RSC Robert Robinson
Lectureship

4 November at 14:15
ID=104504

University of Edinburgh
* Prof Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana, USA.

See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact Hon Lam

e h.lam@ed.ac.uk

Mid-Scotland Section
Top of the Firm 2009

29 October at 19:30
ID=104612

Leapark Hotel,
Grangemouth

Alight hearted quiz and
social night for everyone,
where teams compete for
the Top of the Firm Trophy.
Contact Terry Howe

t 01786 451740

e tvhowe@lineone.net

Chemistry Week 2009 -
Journey to the Centre of
Your Lunch

11 November at 09:00

ID=104620

Mclaren High School,
Callander

Demonstration talk for
primary schools on what
happens to your food once
you have eaten it.

Contact Andrew Ainsworth

t 01324 553913
e a.ainsworth@talk21.com

Chemistry Week 2009 -
Journey to the Centre of
Your Lunch

12 November at 09:00
ID=104619

Balfron High School

See listing above.

Contact Andrew Ainsworth
t01324 553913

e a.ainsworth@talk21.com

Top of the Bench 2009
18 November at 18:30
ID=104618

Forth Valley College, Falkirk
Laboratory based
competition for teams
from local secondary
schools.

Contact Frank Murray
t01324 553913

e franktmurray@
blueyonder.co.uk

The Development

of Modern Imaging
Colorants

25 November at 14:00
ID=104614

Forth Valley College, Falkirk
An overview of modern
developments in the field
of colorants for modemn
printers.

Contact Terry Howe

t 01786 451740

e tvhowe@lineone.net

Section
Works Visit for Senior
and Retired Chemists
October 2009
ID=104597
Tayside Scientific Services,
Dundee

* Elaine Miller, Public
Analyst.
Avisit to the Dundee/
Tayside public analyst’s
laboratory followed by a
mealin a local hotel.
Contact Hamish Beaton
t 01382 541676

e hamish.beaton@which.
net

Chembus 2009

9-13 November
ID=104595

Various schools in Tayside
The magic and excitement
of chemistry is explored

in a series of hands-on
mini-experiments that
secondary pupils can try
forthemselves.

In association with the
Automation and Analytical
Management group.
Contact Nigel Botting
01334 463856

e npb@st-andrews.ac.uk

RSC Synthetic Organic
Chemistry Award Lecture
11 November at 16:00
ID=104604

University of St Andrews
* Prof Jim Thomas,
University of Manchester.
Approaches to the Total
Synthesis of Biologically
Active Natural Products.
In association with the
Organic Division.

Contact Nigel Botting
01334 463856

e npb@st-andrews.ac.uk

DIARY «

Journey to the Centre of your Lunch

See listings below

Flavour - the Essential
Ingredient

13 November at 20:00
ID=104601

University of St Andrews
* Steve Pearce, Omega
Ingredients.

An event on all you ever
wanted to know about
flavour in your food: What
itis, why itis important,
where it comes from,
how it is made, how it
works and the difference
between synthetic and
natural.

In association with the
Analytical Division and St
Andrews University Open
Association.

Contact Nigel Botting
01334 463856

e npb@st-andrews.ac.uk

Science and the
Parliament 2009

11 November at 12:00
ID=104570

Our Dynamic Earth,
Edinburgh

This annual event brings
together the scientific
community in Scotland
with Members of the
Scottish Parliament, civil
servants and other key
policy makers. This year’s
theme is the science
behind health. Visit the
website for further details
and to register.

WWW.
scienceandtheparliament.
co.uk

Contact Bristow Muldoon
t 0131 2402787

e muldoonb@rsc.org

(WALES |
Section

Can Chemistry Keep
Feeding the World?

12 November at 17:15
ID=104352

Aberystwyth University

* Prof Chris Pollock

Contact Jen Horgan

01974241333
e jeh@aber.ac.uk

Section
Alternative Sources of
Clean Water
27 October at 16:15
ID=104475

Bangor University
 Martin Hind
In association with the
Industry and Technology
Forum.
Contact Keith Hughes
t 01248 382375
e keith.hughes@bangor.
ac.uk

Wales Section

RSC Robert Robinson
Lectureship

9 November at 17:00
ID=104505

Cardiff University

* Prof Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana, USA.

See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact Ben Ward

e WardBD@cardiff.ac.uk
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Physical Chemistry
Applied to Materials &
Medicine

25 November at 14:00
ID=104512

Cardiff University
Featuring three recent
Faraday Division award
winners.

In association with the
Faraday Division.
Contact Mike Bowker

e BowkerM@cardiff.ac.uk

West Section
Science & Energy -
Demonstration Lectures
for Schoolchildren
20-22 October
ID=104434
Trinity College, Carmarthen
A series of demonstration
lectures designed for
primary schoolchildren
where the pupils are

able to carry out all the
experiments.

Contact Jim Ballantine
t 01792 233960

e Ballbish@aol.com

Better Looking, Better
Living, Better Loving

21 October at 19:30
ID=104437

Dylan Thomas Centre,
Swansea

* DrJohn Emsley,
Cambridge University.

A lecture on the benefits of
chemistry in everyday life.
In association with Science
Café Wales.

Contact Bill George

t 01792 406994

e wogeorge@glam.ac.uk

Chemistry and Clinical
Diagnosis

6 November at 19:00
ID=104443

Christ College, Brecon

* Prof Peter G Edwards,
Cardiff University.

A discussion of the role
of chemistry in clinical
diagnosis.

Contact Bill George

t 01792 406994

e wogeorge@glam.ac.uk

Chemical Olympiad
Competition

18 November at 09:00
ID=104439

Swansea University

Two semi-finals and the
final stage of our knockout
quiz for secondary school
teams.

Contact Jim Ballantine

t 01792 233960

e Ballbish@aol.com

Chemistry and Light

25 November at 13:15
ID=104438

Neath Port Talbot College,
Neath

* Dr Peter Douglas,
Swansea University.

An extraordinary

light show with many
experiments illustrating
aspects of photochemistry
and photophysics.
Contact Bill George
01792 406994

e wogeorge@glam.ac.uk

EASTERN REGION

East Anglia
Retired Members’ Lunch
20 October at 12:00
ID=104457
Park Farm Hotel,
Hethersett
Contact Janet Hubbard

01603742933
e Tshubbard@aol.com

RSC Robert Robinson
Lectureship

2 November at 16:00
ID=104503

University of East Anglia,
Norwich

* Prof Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana, USA.

See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact Gerd Wagner

e g.wagner@uea.ac.uk

Top of the Bench Heats

6 November at 09:30
ID=103430

Bayer CropScience,
Norwich

Heats to select the team to
represent the region in the

National Top of the Bench
final.

In association with Bayer
CropScience.

Contact Stephen Ashworth

t01603 593893
e S.Ashworth@uea.ac.uk

Section

Hunting the Antisocial
Cancer
1 October at 19:00
ID=103619
Chemistry Laboratories,
University of Cambridge

* Prof Ron Laskey,

MRC Cancer Cell Unit,
Cambridge.

Proteins that regulate DNA
replication are remarkably
powerful markers for
improving cancer screening
and diagnosis.

In association with the
Protein and Peptide
Science group and the
SCI Cambridge and Great
Eastern group.
Contact Jayshree Mistry
e Jayshree.Mistry@gsk.com

The Spectacular
Chemistry Of Fireworks
5 November at 19:00
ID=103751

Chemistry Laboratories,
University of Cambridge

* Dr Hal Sosabowski,
University of Brighton.

In association with the
Student Chemical Society,
Younger Member Network
and the SCI Cambridge
and Great Eastern group.
Contact John O’Toole

t 01223 894174

e john.otooleg@
btopenworld.com

Section

Chemistry at Work
13-14 October
ID=104394

London Cruise Terminal,
Tilbury

In association with STEM
Team Essex and IChemE.
Contact Ron Rattenbury
t 01268 542583

e ronald.w.rattenbury@
btinternet.com

Chemistry Detectives —
Putting Spectroscopy to
Work

14 October at 14:00
ID=104293

Newham College of Further
Education, London

* Dr Alan Osborne
Contact Julian Cass

t 020 8257 4567

e julian.cass@newham.
ac.uk

Professor David Leigh.
WWW.rsc.org/yamamoto

Belfast.

Bedford.
WWw.rsc.org/orvig

Birmingham and Oxford.

Evans.
www.rsc.org/denmark

www.rsc.org/furstner

Professor Yoshinori Yamamoto will be visiting the UK
in October to deliver his RSC Centenary Prize Lecture.
He will be visiting York, Belfast and Durham.

An award symposium will take place in Belfast on 14
October and will also feature Professor Jim Thomas and

Professor Christopher Orvig will be touring the UK
in mid-October to deliver his RSC Bioinorganic Award
Lecture. He will be visiting Manchester, Newcastle and

There will be an award symposium in Newcastle on
21 October which will also feature Professor Robin

Professor Thomas Rizzo will be touring the UK'in
October 2009 to deliver his Bourke Award Lecture.
Professor Rizzo will be visiting Oxford, Bristol and
Edinburgh. A half-day award symposium will take place
in Bristol on 28 October. www.rsc.org/rizzo

Professor Scott Denmark will be travelling around
the UK at the beginning of November to deliver his
Sir Robert Robinson Lectureship. He will be visiting
Norwich, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Newcastle, Cardiff,

An award symposium will take place in Birmingham on
11 November and will also feature Professor Andrew

Professor Alois Fiirstner and Professor Dr Herbert
Roesky will both be delivering a lecture at an event
taking place at Burlington House, London, on Monday
30 November. This event is free to attend, however
places are limited and you must register to attend.

For more details, see www.rsc.org/awardevents

RSC Sponsored
International Guest
Lecture

15 October at 13:00
ID=104295

University of Essex,
Colchester

* Prof Simon de Vries, Delft
University of Technology,
The Netherlands.

The use of rapid freeze
electron paramagnetic

» HIGHLIGHT

Award Symposia and Lecture Tours
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spectroscopy to probe the
role of tryptophan radicals
in the reaction catalysed
by cytochrome oxidase.
Contact Andrew Harrison
t 01206 872964

e harry@essex.ac.uk

The Chemistry On Your
Table

11 November at 19:00
ID=104395

South Lodge Hotel,
Chelmsford

* Richard Ratciffe,
Executive Director of

The Food Ingredients &
Additives Association.
Atalk on the ingredients
and additives of our food,
as part of Chemistry Week.
In association with the
Institute of Food Sciences
& Technology.

Contact Ron Rattenbury

t 01268 542583

e ronald.w.rattenbury@
btinternet.com

Members’ Autumn Lunch
18 November at 12:30
ID=104296

South Lodge Hotel,
Chelmsford

Dr Alan Osborne

Contact Alan Osborne

t 020 85902021

Terahertz Spectroscopy
— State of the Art and
Future Perspectives

28 October at 10:30
ID=104070

Gonville & Caius College,
Cambridge

Bringing together the
leading UK researchers

to give an introduction
into the technology of
terahertz spectroscopy,

its applications and an
outlook into the future of
this important new field of
spectroscopy.

Contact John Chalmers

t 01642 714306

e vibspecconsult@aol.com

Colchester Careers
Surgery

4—5 November
ID=104557

Holiday Inn Colchester
Hotel, Colchester

See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman
t 01223 432147

e careers@rsc.org

MIDLANDS

14-16 November
ID=104476
Birmingham
This INSET course for
teachers is for prospective
and recently appointed
heads of departments. It
will provide frameworks
and strategies to create
an effective department.
Contact Lorraine Hart, RSC
020 74403350
hartl@rsc.org

13 October at 19:00
ID=104491
University of Birmingham
 Dr Mike Griffin,
Metropolitan Police
Laboratory Drugs Division.
Sixth Form Lecture Series:
An illustrated talk on well
known drugs and their
chemical background.
In association with the
West Midlands Chemistry
Teachers’ Centre.
Contact David Jones
d.jjones@freenet.co.uk

10 November at 19:00
ID=104492

University of Birmingham

* Prof Peter Fryer,
University of Birmingham.
Sixth Form Lecture Series:
An illustrated talk revealing
the secrets of créme eggs
In association with the
West Midlands Chemistry

Teachers’ Centre.
Contact David Jones
d.j.jones@freenet.co.uk

11 November at 13:00
ID=104154

University of Birmingham
* Prof Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana, USA.

See highlight box (page 20).

In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact John Fossey

e conferences@
johnfossey.com

17 November at 19:00

ID=104493

University of Birmingham

* DrJanice Perkins

Sixth Form Lecture

Series: AQA AS Module

1 Revision Topic —

Structure & Bonding (New

Specification).

Contact David Jones
d.j.jones@freenet.co.uk

9 November at 14:00

ID=104467

University of Leicester.

* Prof Lucas Brunsveld, TU

Eindhoven.

The Griess Lectures,

named after the renowned

German chemist Peter

Griess, present the

activities of a European

research-active chemist

to an East Midlands

audience.

Contact Glenn Burley
0116 252 2140
gab1z@le.ac.uk

10 November at 14:00

ID=104464

University of Nottingham

* Prof Lucas Brunsveld, TU

Eindhoven.

See listing above.

Contact Darren Walsh
0115 9513437
darrenwalsh@

nottingham.ac.uk

DIARY <«

» HIGHLIGHT

Careers surgeries

Whether you are actively job seeking or just reviewing
your options, an appointment with the RSC's careers
consultants offers the opportunity to discuss planning
and managing your career, your job search strategies,
CVs, application forms and interviews.

All consultations are free (compared to £100-200 per
hour privately), last for 45 minutes and are completely

confidential.

Upcoming surgeries:
7-8 October: Coventry
14~15 October: Durham
15 October: Belfast

20 October: Huddersfield

20-21 October: Hull

4—5 November: Colchester

For more details on the surgeries, Contact Helen
Ashman. Tel: 01223 432147; careers@rsc.org

Ifyou can’t make a meeting in person, remember that
advice is always available by phone or email.
Tel: 020 7440 3364; careers@rsc.org

WWW.Isc.org/careers

11 November at 14:00
ID=104465
Nottingham Trent
University
* Prof Lucas Brunsveld, TU
Eindhoven.
See listing above.
Contact Fengge Gao
0115 8486606
fengge.gao@ntu.ac.uk

12 November at 14:00

ID=104466

Loughborough University

* Prof Lucas Brunsveld, TU

Eindhoven.

See listing above.

Contact David Worrall
01509 222567
D.RWorrall@!boro.ac.uk

7—-8 October
ID=104552
Holiday Inn Coventry

See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman

01223 432147
careers@rsc.org

11 November at 13:30
ID=104525
King Edward VI High
School for Girls,
Birmingham
Anew approach to
in-school assessment,
helping to link classroom
assessment to national
curriculum levels in order
to track pupils’ progress
which relate to ‘How
Science Works'.
In association with
the Birmingham and
West Midlands Section,
Association for Science
Education and the West
Midlands Chemistry
Teachers’ Centre.
Contact David Jones
d.jjones@freenet.co.uk
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NORTH EAST

Section
Sir Geoffrey Wilkinson
Lecture

2 October

ID=104280

University of York

e Prof Bruno Chaudret,
Laboratoire de Chimie de
Coordination, Toulouse,
France
www.rsc.org/chaudret
In association with the
Dalton Division.
Contact lan Fairlamb
eijsfi@york.ac.uk

Central Yorkshire Schools
Chemistry Week 2009
Food

November

ID=104587

University of Leeds
Various workshops and
a demonstration lecture
for schools, suitable for
key stages 3, 4 and 5.
Transport to Leeds for
school groups may be
available.

Contact Louise Crabtree

t 0113 343 6511
e L.Crabtree@leeds.ac.uk

Central Yorkshire Schools
Chemistry Week 2009
Curry Workshop
November

ID=104588

University of Bradford
Workshops for schools on
the chemistry of curry.
Contact Nazira Karodia

t 01274 233790

e n.karodia@bradford.
ac.uk

Section

Fuel Cells

October 2009
ID=104469

Huddersfield New College,
Huddersfield

* Prof D R Brown
W E Scott 6th form lecture.
Contact Robert Brown

t 01484 473397
e d.rbrown@hud.ac.uk

Eric Tittensor Memorial
Lunch

14 October at 12:00
ID=104470

Bradleys Restaurant,
Huddersfield

Lunch for retired members.
Contact Steve Turner

t 01484 422383

e steve@turnersy.
freeserve.co.uk

Top of the Bench

11 November at 13:45
ID=104610

University of Huddersfield
Schools competition.

In association with
University of Huddersfield.
Contact Jeremy Hopwood
£01484 473989

e j.d.hopwood@hud.ac.uk

Wines of Italy

26 November at 19:30
ID=104611

University of Huddersfield
* Prof John Hepworth
Wine, food and pictures.
Contact Steve Turner

t 01484 422383

e steve@turnerz.freeserve.
co.uk

and North East Section
Native and Fabricated
Arrays of Photosynthetic
Light

6 October at 16:15
ID=104396

Newcastle University

* Prof Neil Hunter,
University of Sheffield.
Contact lan Edwards
t 0191222 7130
e lan.Edwards@ncl.ac.uk

Metal-Organic
Framework Polymers for
Hydrogen Storage

27 October at 16:15
ID=104397

Newcastle University
 Prof Marrtin Schroder,
University of Nottingham.
Contact lan Edwards
to0191222 7130

e lan.Edwards@ncl.ac.uk

Younger Member
Network - Chemistry of
Curry

4 November at 18:30
ID=104560

Newcastle University

* Remya Norris

An overview of the
chemistry involved with
a traditional Indian curry.
Samples of a wide variety
of Indian cuisine will be
available following the
presentation.

This is part of a mixer
meeting for younger
members to meet with
other members within
their local sections, also
in association with the
Teeside Local Section.
Contact Remya Norris

t 0191 402 2675

e Remya.Muralikuttan@
akzonobel.com

RSC Robert Robinson
Lecture: Asymmetric
Catalysis with Chiral
Lewis Bases

6 November at 16:15
ID=104398

Newcastle University

* Dr Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana.

See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact lan Edwards
to0191 2227130

e lan.Edwards@ncl.ac.uk

Asymmetric Catalysis
of C=0 and C=N Bond
Reduction

17 November at 16:15
ID=104399

Newcastle University

* Prof Martin Wills,
University of Warwick.
Contact lan Edwards
to0191222 7130

e lan.Edwards@ncl.ac.uk

Sheffield and District
Section

Schools Quiz 2009

12 November at 17:00
ID=104345

University of Sheffield

Each team needs four
pupils, there should be
two Year 9 pupils, one Year

10 pupil and one Year 11
pupil. The winning team
will represent Sheffield
at the Top of the Bench
competition.

Contact Andrew Ross

t 0114 2229351

e chpozajr@shef.ac.uk

Poster competition —
The Science of Food

12 November at 17:00
ID=104346

University of Sheffield
Each school can produce
one A1 poster and it
should be informing others
about the science of food.
There will be a number

of prizes available for the
best posters.

Contact Andrew Ross

t 0114 2229351

e chpoyajr@shef.ac.uk

Events

Durham Careers Surgery
14-15 October
ID=104553

Radisson SAS Hotel, City of
Durham
See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman

t 01223 432147
@ careers@rsc.org

Huddersfield Careers
Surgery

20 October
ID=104555

Cedar Court Hotel,
Huddersfield, West
Yorkshire

See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman
t 01223 432147

e careers@rsc.org

Hull Careers Surgery
20-21 October
ID=104556

Holiday Inn Hull Marina,
Hull

See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman
t 01223 432147

e careers@rsc.org

NORTH WEST

Section
Saturday Night Science -
The Definitive Scientific
Guide to a Night Out on
the Town
October

ID=104344

¢ Dr Graeme Jones, Keele
University

Contact Hazel Reardon
£ 019467 74497
e hazel.reardon@
sellafieldsites.com

John Jeyes Award Winner
Lecture: Chemistry/
Climate Interactions
15 October at 19:00
ID=104342

« Prof John Pyle,
Cambridge University.
Contact Hazel Reardon
t 019467 74497

e hazel.reardon@
sellafieldsites.com

Beer!

13 November at 18:30
ID=104261

Jennings Brewery,
Cockermouth, Cumbria

* David Williams

A comprehensive lecture
on beer.

In association with the
Younger Member Network.
Contact Hazel Reardon

t 07761858321

e hazel.reardon@
sellafieldsites.com

Wine Tasting with Gerard
Richardson

20 November at 19:00
ID=104431

Chase Hotel, Whitehaven,
Cumbria

* Gerard Richardson, wine
merchant in Whitehaven.
Join Gerard Richardson for
a tipple and discover some
sensational wines from his
collection.

Contact Hazel Reardon

t 07761858321

e hazel.reardon@
sellafieldsites.com
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District Section
The History and Work of
the County Analyst
6 October at 19:30
ID=104193
Preston College Fulwood
Campus
* Peter Mayes, County
Analyst for the County of
Lancashire.
The speaker will explain
the origins of the County
Analysts position and
discuss the wide ranging
nature of his work.
Contact Harry Clarke
t 01995 640003
e hclarkego6@btinternet.
com

The Science of Food,
followed by a Hot Buffet
10 November at 19:00
ID=104412

Preston College, Fulwood
Campus

* Lorelly Wilson, North
West Science Alliance.

A Chemistry Week event.
Contact Harry Clarke

t 01995 640003

e hclarkego6@btinternet.
com

Manchester and
District Section

Food Quiz

12 November at 20:00
ID=104372

A night of food based trivia
to celebrate Chemistry
Week. To register your
team of four people at a
cost of £5 per team, please
email the contact below.
AYounger Member
Network event.

Contact Adam McCudden
eymn_manchester@
yahoo.co.uk

Chemistry Week
Whisky Tasting

13 November at 20:00
ID=104527

The University of
Manchester

Celebrate Chemistry Week
in Scottish style.
AYounger Member
Network event.

Contact David Foley

e ymn_manchester@
yahoo.co.uk

The Organic Chemist’s
Cookbook — Chemistry
Week Event

15 November at 10:00
ID=104374

Museum of Science and
Industry, Manchester
Join us for a day

of fun, food based
demonstrations and talks.
Including a free public
lecture on molecular
gastronomy from Prof
Peter Barham.

AYounger Member
Network event.

Contact Adam McCudden
e ymn_manchester@
yahoo.co.uk

RSC Education
Professional
Development in
Analytical Chemistry:
Open Learning Courses
and Workshops

5 October — 7 January
ID=104472

Open learning courses
and workshop at Liverpool
John Moores University.
The courses consist of
ten weeks studying in
your own time, followed
by a three-day residential
practical workshop spent
in the laboratory. Useful
for people working in
analytical laboratories
from across a wide range
of industries.

Contact Lorraine Hart, RSC
t020 74403350

e hartl@rsc.org

Industry and Technology
Forum/

Speciality Chemicals
Sector

Chemistry in the Oil
Industry XI: Regulation
Meets Innovation

2-4 November
ID=101532

Manchester Conference
Centre

The symposium will cover
all aspects of chemistry

in the upstream and

downstream sectors of the
oil and gas industries.

In association with

the European Qilfield
Speciality Chemicals
Organisation.

Contact Ruth Lane

t 01928 788071

e ruthlane@fish.co.uk

SOUTH EAST

Chilterns and
Middlesex Section
Daniell Lecture for Senior
School Pupils
21 October at 18:00
ID=104355
University College London
* Prof Steve Howdle,
University of Nottingham.
Alecture on the properties
and applications of
supercritical solvents,
notably liquid carbon
dioxide.
In association with
the London Chemistry
Teachers’ Centre.
Contact Stephen Robinson
£ 020 8546 7940
e stephenrobinson_3@
hotmail.com

Historic Dyes and How to
Identify Them — A Retired
Members’ Event

30 October at 11:30
ID=104099

RSC, London

An illustrated talk followed
by lunch with wine.

* Chris Cooksey will

cover the origin and
identification of historic
dyes and pigments on
ancient and not so ancient
artefacts.

Contact Stephen Robinson
e stephenrobinson_3@
hotmail.com

Visit to the Magic Circle:
An Evening of History,
Mystery and Mirth

17 November at 19:00
ID=104100

The Magic Circle, London
This event includes a
welcoming drink, a talk,
a tour, a light sandwich
supper with magic tricks
and a magic show in the
purpose built theatre.

Contact Stephen Robinson
e stephenrobinson_3@
hotmail.com

Target Natural Product
Synthesis Inspired by
Biosynthesis Speculation
2 October at 11:00
ID=104456

Pfizer Global Research &
Development, Sandwich

* Prof G Pattenden,
University of Nottingham.
Prof Pattenden is the
winner of the RSC Merck
Award for 2008 and this
talk is one of a series of
lectures he will give at the
recipient of this prestigious
award.

e ChemistrySeminarCom-
mittee@pfizer.com

Mixing Up Chemistry,
Jazz and Big Band Music
11 October at 15:00
ID=104180

University of Greenwich

In an exciting programme,
the University of Greenwich
Big Band brings its style
of music to the historic old
Naval College campus.

In association with the SCl
London Regional Group.
Contact Fred Parrett

t 020 84602116

e bighand@gre.ac.uk

Thames Valley
Section

Annual Dinner

2 October at 19:00
ID=104140

Oxford Union Society,
Oxford

* Prof C David Garner, RSC
President.

An optional tour of the
Union will be available,
meeting at 18.30.
Contact Bryan Pierce

t 01865 515472

e bandwpierce@
btopenworld.com

Bourke Lectureship

26 October at 14:00
ID=104420

University of Oxford

» Prof Thomas Rizzo, Ecole

DIARY «

Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne, Switzerland
See highlight box (p20).

In association with the
Faraday Division.

Contact David Clary

e david.clary@magd.
ox.ac.uk

RSC Robert Robinson
Lectureship

13 November at 16:00
ID=104506

Oxford University

« Prof Scott Denmark,
University of Illinois at
Urbana, USA

See highlight box (p 20).
In association with the
Organic Division.
Contact Ed Anderson

e edward.anderson@
chem.ox.ac.uk

Choc-Ices

18 November at 13:00
ID=104444

University of Reading

A schools event for
Chemistry Week for
15—18 year olds. A talk on
chocolate technology and
a talk on the manufacture
of ice cream, with samples.
Contact John Oversby
t0118 378 5906

Industry and Technology
Forum

Knowing Yourself

5 January-31 December
ID=103139

Ongoing online
assessment.
www.rsc.org/training
Contact Mario Moustras,
RSC

£020 74403394
e training@rsc.org

Industry and Technology
Forum/

Biotechnology Group
Chemical Tools and
Challenges in Systems
Biology

1 October at 09:30
ID=104022
GlaxoSmithKline,
Stevenage

Exploring and promoting
the synergies that
chemical and biological
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sciences can develop for
a deeper understanding
of the complexity of
biological systems.

In association with the
Chemical Biology Interface
Forum.

Contact Klaus Rumpel

e chemicaltools.
systemsbiology@
googlemail.com

Biofuels, a threat or a promise?

See listings below

Law Group/
Radiochemistry Group
Radioactivity and the
Law

6 October at 10:00
ID=104052

RSC, London

An overview of the law
relating to the use of
radioactivity in the UK.
Contact Nick Evans

t 01509222564

e n.d.m.evans@lboro.ac.uk

» HIGHLIGHT

Chemistry for Non-Specialists

Throughout October and November there are a
number of Chemistry for Non-Specialists courses
planned. These affordable training courses provide
teachers who do not have a specialism in chemistry
with the confidence, flair and enthusiasm to teach
chemistry. The four day course comprises a two-day
residential with two one-day follow-up sessions.
Covering key chemistry concepts, the course will
provide hands-on experience of both student
practical work and teacher demonstrations. You will
receive various RSC resources, a course handbook
and on-going support from the course trainers.

For a full list of courses in your area and further
details see www.rsc.org/chemnonspec

Industry and Technology
Forum/Law Group
Seminar on Expert
Witnesses

7 October at 16:15
ID=104462

RSC, London

Wine and light
refreshments.

These seminar will tackle
such questions as: How
do you select an expert
witness for a legal trial?
What is it like to be one?
What does a barrister
consider when cross-
examining one? What does
a judge look forin one?

In association with the
Thames Valley local
section.

Contact Maggi Churchouse
t 01359 221004

emaggi@
maggichurchouseevents.
co.uk

RSC Education

Leading People and
Improvement

10-12 October
ID=104474

London

This INSET course for
teachers is for prospective
and recently appointed
heads of departments. It
will provide frameworks
and strategies to create an
effective department.
Contact Lorraine Hart, RSC
£020 74403350

e hartl@rsc.org

Analytical Division/
Joint Pharmaceutical
Analysis Group
Bio-similar products
15 October
ID=103133

Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain,
London

Contact Julie Churchill
e science@rpsgb.org

Applied Catalysis Group
Challenges in Catalysis
for Pharmaceuticals and
Fine Chemicals I

20 October at 09:00
ID=103507

SCl, London

Topics include: coupling
redox processes with

C-C bond formation,
cross coupling reactions,
nitrile hydrogenation,
organocatalysis,

amide bond formation

by catalysis and

novel techniques for
development of catalysed
reactions.

In association with the SCI
Fine Chemicals Group.
Contact the SCI
Conference Department

t 020 7598 1566

e conferences@soci.org

Analytical Division/
Chemical Biology
Interface Forum
Challenges Facing
Formulation Scientists in
the Biopharmaceutical
Industry

22 October at 09:45
ID=104483

RSC, London

The meeting will cover
aspects of formulation
development such as
stability of vaccines and
novel tools for accelerated
biopharmaceutical
development, and
invites delegates and
introducing speakers
from a wide range of
academic and industrial
backgrounds. There will
be a poster session and
a showcase for students
and researchers working
in the field.

In association with the
Analytical Biosciences
Group, Formulation
Science and Technology

Group and bioProcessUK
Formulation Group.
Contact Victoria Buckley
t 020 7565 7141

e vbuckley@bioindustry.
org

Marketing Group
Biofuels, a threat or a
promise?

22 October at 18:45
ID=104625

London Metropolitan
University

* Dr Laurie Phllips

There appear to be eco-
benefits to be gained

by replacing fossil-fuels
with biofuels, but major
concerns centre on the
effects upon food supply,
land-usage and the socio-
economic environment.
In association with the
Institute of Food Science
and Technology, SCI

and Institute of Food
Technologists.

Contact lan Gordon
11494875218,
7866500373, 1793288908
e ianrgordon@
btopenwold.com

Historical Chemistry
Group

Chemists and the Law
23 October at 10:15
ID=104484

RSC, London

A one-day no-charge
meeting with experts
covering both

the historical and
contemporary aspects
of the law/chemistry
interface. In particular,
we will consider food
and its adulteration,
pharmaceuticals, drugs
and poisons.

Contact W. P. Griffith

e w.griffith@imperial.
ac.uk
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Burlington House
Societies

The New World of Galileo
26 October at 18:00
ID=104516

The Geological Society,
London

* Prof William Shea,
University of Padua.

400 years ago, Galileo
first turned a telescope on
the heavens. This lecture
examines what he saw and
what he expected to see.
In association with

the Burlington House
Courtyard Societies.
Contact Alys Hilbourne
1020 7432 0981

e alys.hilbourne@geolsoc.
org.uk

Law Group

Recent Case Law
Relevant to Chemistry
9 November at 13:30
ID=104265

RSC, London

This seminar will look at
high profile UK, European
and US legal cases in the
patent arena.

Contact Maggi Churchouse
101359 221004
emaggi@
maggichurchouseevents.
co.uk

RSC Education
Techniques for Peer and
Self Assessment

12 November at 09:45
ID=104480

London

« Chris Baker, RSC
Education Consultant.
These workshops have
been designed to provide
teachers with a range of

self and peer assessment
techniques that help
generate the instant
feedback and advice
which Ofsted identifies as
crucial in helping students
maintain interest and
progress.

Contact Lorraine Hart, RSC
020 74403350

e hartl@rsc.org

Marketing Group

The Archaeology of
Alchemy and the Origins
of Chemistry: the
Missing Link?

23 November at 18:30
ID=103592

RSC, London

* Dr Marcos Martinén —
Torres, University College
London

Chemistry owes more
alchemy than usually
acknowledged. Combining
archaeology, history

and science, this talk

will show some of

the groundbreaking
experiments and
knowledge of the pioneer
scientists working in the
quest for the philosopher’s
stone.

Contact Julian Perfect

e julianperfect@hotmail.
com

RSC Awards
Organometallic
Compounds & C-C Bond
Formation

30 November at 16:30
ID=104513

RSC, London

* Prof Alois Fiirstner and
Prof Dr Herbert Roesky
Registration is necessary
to attend.

See highlight box (p 20).
Contact RSC Awards

e awards@rsc.org

SOUTH WEST

19 October at 13:00
ID=103657
Emsworth Sailing Club
Alunch arranged for
retired members of the
section.
Contact Robert Hammond-
Smith
023 80763325
robert.hammond-
smith@merckchem.co.uk

22 October at 19:00
ID=103667
Entries are requested
for the Top of the Firm
quiz, from industrial
sites, schools, retired
members and students.
The defending champions
are Merck Chemicals Ltd.
Southampton.
Contact Robert Hammond-
Smith
023 80763325
robert.hammond-
smith@merckchem.co.uk

28 October at 14:00

ID=104421

University of Bristol

* Prof Thomas Rizzo, Ecole

Polytechnique Fédérale de

Lausanne, Switzerland

In association with

the Faraday Division.

This forms part of the

Lectureship Tour.

See highlight box

(page 20).

Contact Wuge Briscoe
wuge.briscoe@bristol.

ac.uk

The New World of Galileo
See listings below

DIARY <«

RSC Education

11 November at 09:45
ID=104477
Bristol
* Chris Baker, RSC
Education Consultant.
These workshops for
teachers have been
designed to provide
teachers with a range of
self and peer assessment
techniques that help
generate the instant
feedback and advice
which Ofsted identifies as
crucial in helping students
maintain interest and
progress.
Contact Lorraine Hart, RSC
020 74403350
hartl@rsc.org

14 October at 14:00

ID=104511

Queen’s University Belfast

See highlight box (p 20).

In association with the

Organic Division.

Contact Karl Hale
k.j.hale@qub.ac.uk

15 October

ID=104554

Jury’s Inn Hotel, Belfast
See highlight box (p 21).
Contact Helen Ashman

01223 432147
careers@rsc.org

1 October at 17:00

ID=104574

Trinity College Dublin,

Ireland

* Prof Mike Robb

Contact John Kelly
jmkelly@tcd.ie

28 October 2009

ID=104583

National University of

Ireland, Maynooth, Dublin,

Ireland

* Prof Phil Bartlett

Symposium incorporating

the RSCTilden Lectureship.

Contact John Stephens
john.stephens@nuim.ie

18 November

ID=104584

University College Cork,

Ireland

Contact Gerard McGlacken
g.mcglacken@ucc.ie

INTERNATIONAL

Sections
Short Course in NMR
Spectroscopy

2-6 November
ID=104569

University of Zululand,
South Africa

Contact Neerish
Revaprasadu
e nrevapra@pan.uzulu.
ac.za
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RSC Awards for Service

The Royal Society of Chemistry Award for Service recognises outstanding non-academic
service to the work of the RSC. In 2009, it has been awarded to three members.

4 Professor Duncan Thorburn Burns EurChem CChem FRSC MRIA FRSE
Professor Duncan Thorburn Burns has won his award in recognition of his long and
distinguished service towards the RSC, both with respect to the Analytical Division (AD)
and the wider RSC.

He is a former AD President, has been a member of AD council many times, has
chaired regional sections of the AD, and has served on many committees. He is very
involved in representing the Analytical Division with wider European issues through the
Division of Analytical Chemistry of EuCheMS (European Association for Chemical and
Molecular Sciences).

He has also chaired the Northern Ireland Section and been a member of the Education
and Qualifications Board. Burns has been an Emeritus Professor of Analytical Chemistry,
Queens University Belfast since 1999.

<« Janet White CSci CChem MRSC
Janet White has been awarded the RSC Award for Service in recognition of her
involvement in RSC networks and events.

While in the UK, she was an active member of the RSC Industrial Division
Management Group Committee and was involved in RSC science outreach activities.
On moving to the United States, she became an active member of the US section in
Princeton and in 2002 she moved to California and was inspired to create a similar
network for the west of the United Sates. She formed a committee based in San Diego,
which has since driven the creation of a very active West Coast US section of the RSC.
Janet White is the Director of Business Development at Kirin Pharma USA, Inc.

4 Trevor Geoffrey Jolley CChem FRSC
Trevor Geoffrey Jolley has won his award in recognition of his dedication as a member of
the East Anglia section along with his involvement with the RSC on a national level.

He has frequently held office within his local section, including section secretary and
treasurer, chairman, and publicity officer, and has been the current treasurer since 2001.
He has also acted as a Benevolent Fund officer and volunteer. On a national level, he has
served as the Eastern England District Member of Council and as a member of a number
of RSC committees.

After a career in the chemical industry, since 1997 he has worked for the educational
charity Norfolk Education Industry and Commerce Group organising events for schools.
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celebrated in Bangor

Bangor University, including its school of chemistry, is celebrating its 125th
anniversary this year. As a founding department of Bangor University,
chemistry opened its doors in 1884 and has seen a long procession of
distinguished heads of school as well as alumni pass through its hallowed
hallways.

The school of chemistry has put together an impressive programme of
events for the celebrations, designed to get school children and the general ~ Sir John Meurig

public involved in chemistry. Thomas CChem FRSC
So far this year, with the help of the RSC Chemistry for our Future FRSE FRS received
programme, the school of chemistry has added to an already busy calendar ~ an Honorary Degree
as part of the

of schools events by holding chemistry clubs for primary schools, a
chemistry textiles event for year 9 pupils, chemistry of pharmaceuticals for
year 12 pupils and a careers event with local companies.

Mike Beckett, Head of School, says that everyone at the school has
been very involved with the celebrations: “Our students’ chemical society, ChemSoc, hosted a
kick-off event for students, and the university recently presented Sir John Meurig Thomas with
an Honorary Degree in a ceremony to mark the 125th Anniversary.” The school is also producing a
commemorative booklet on the history of the school, which will be ready for the main celebrations
on the 22-23 October.

On 22 October the school of chemistry opens its doors to schools and the general public for a
day of science shows and hands-on demonstrations, looking at ‘all things chemistry’ from dyes to
nanotechnology. On 23 October the RSC will be marking the 125th anniversary of the department,
along with the work of Professor Edward D Hughes in organic chemistry, with a Chemical
Landmark. Sir John Meurig Thomas will also give an RSC sponsored lecture. This is open to the
public, and anyone wanting more details or wishing to register for the events in October can do so
online. www.bangor.ac.uk/chem125

Bangor University
celebrations earlier
this year

ACS reception

The American Chemical Society held its Fall 2009 National Meeting and Exposition in
Washington DC in August. In the usual tradition, the RSC held a reception for its members.
This year, nearly 200 guests attended the networking event, with a mix of those from the RSC
US sections along with visiting UK and international members.

Deaths

Mr Howard Arthur Stanley Bristow CChem
FRSC Retired senior principal scientific officer,
Ministry of Defence.

Died 9 August 2009, aged 87.

Mr lan Morrison Downie MRSC

Died 18 June 2009, aged 73.

Mr Brian Goldsworthy CChem MRSC Retired
senior quality assurance manager, General
Foods Corporation. Died 24 June 2009, 78.
Mr Kenneth Goodhead CChem FRSC

Retired senior principal scientific officer,
Department of Trade and Industry. Died 6
August 2009, aged 75.

Mr Norris King Haugh MRSC

Retired. Died 3 May 2009, aged 79.

Mr Stanley Heron CChem MRSC

Retired. Died 22 June 2009, aged 84.

Mr Albert William Hill CChem MRSC Retired
chief occupational hygienist, British Telecom.
Died 22 July 2009, aged 77.

Mr Fred Holme CChem MRSC

Retired. Died 15 August 2009, aged 97.

Dr Donald Litherland CChem FRSC

Died 17 July 2009, aged 84.

Mr Frank Wilmot Miller CChem MRSC
Retired training and information manager,
British Nuclear Fuels Plc.

Died 4 February 2008, aged 75.

Dr Alexander Watson Nowicki CSci CChem
MRSC Formerly Supply Chain Management
specialist, BP Exploration Operating Co Ltd.
Died 9 July 2009, aged 54.

Mr Alan Ridley CChem MRSC Retired H M
principal inspector of pollution, Department of
Environment. Died 26 May 2009, aged 82.
Dr Harold Rose CChem FRSC Retired technical

and production director, Expandite Ltd, London.

Died 27 June 2009, aged 96.

Dr Henryk Julian Salacinski CChem MRSC
Died 14 June 2009, aged 43.

Mr Peter Smith CChem MRSC Retired.
Died 25 July 2009, aged 8s.

Mr David Willson CChem MRSC Retired
analyst, Metropolitan Police Laboratory.
Date of death not supplied.
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MyRSC Onlme Community
http://my.rsc.org

o g .

This new social networking platform will allow you
as a member to:

e Network with scientists across the globe

e Join specialist groups

e Find other members in your local area

¢ Share information about yourself and your research
e Receive information about careers opportunities

e Publish and search events using the online calendar

RSC |G emcagiunces http://my.rsc.org





