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The Medicinal Garden of the Royal 
College of Physicians contains nearly 
nearly 1,300 different plants that are 
used, or have been used, in medicine 
during the past two millennia, and 
ones that commemorate physicians. 

This is not a garden set out to be merely decorative; 
its fascination lies in its plants, in their uses and their 
dangers, the history and the folklore surrounding 
them, and even in their names and the infl uence 
they have had on the English language.

It is ‘the most interesting garden in London’, cared 
for by head gardener, Jane Knowles, assisted by 
Clare Beacham and appreciated by all who visit. 
In this book are set out some of the plants, as they 
fl ower, week by week through the seasons, with a 
commentary on their uses, past and present, with 
space for your diary notes through the year. 

The next book in this series from the Medicinal 
Garden will be Doctors in the Garden, the 
biographies of the doctors who have plants named 
after them, and the history and uses of their plants.

Dr Henry Oakeley 
Garden Fellow

Revised edition
ISBN: 978 1 86016 451 4
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A tour of the Medicinal Garden

A introductory guide to the plants 
found in the RCP Medicinal Garden, 
listing their historical and current 
uses in Medicine. Illustrated with 
over 60 colour images.

Price £5.00

Doctors in the Medicinal Garden

Explores the history, cultivation 
and uses of 60 plants found in 
the garden, which are named 
after doctors and apothecaries.  
A beautifully illustrated reference 
book, with over 150 images.

£13 paperback £18 hardback

Available to purchase at the reception 
desk in the main building or from the 
reception in William Harvey House...

A garden of medicinal plants

The history, discovery and uses   
of 50 plants from the RCP’s 
Medicinal Garden, with a wealth  
of wonderful stories, information 
and photographs.

Price £12

A year in the Medicinal Garden

An illustrated garden journal on  
plants found in the College garden. 
Commentary on their uses past and 
present, and space for your notes 
throughout the year.

Price £6.00

Guided tours
Tours of the Medicinal Garden are given by fellows 
of the RCP on the first Wednesday of the month 
at 2pm (March–October). No charge is made for 
the tours; however, donations towards the Garden’s 
upkeep are gratefully received. Visitors who wish to 
see the Medicinal Garden on their own are welcome 
to visit 9am–5pm weekdays.

A free tour of the RCP museum is also available at 
1.30–2pm (before the monthly Garden tour), see 
our website for details.

How to book
Open tours are available to individuals and groups. 
To book, please call one of the numbers below:

Individuals (monthly tour) 
Tel: +44(0)20 3075 1649 (ask for reception)

Group tours  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7034 4901 
Email: social.events@rcplondon.ac.uk

Further information
www.rcplondon.ac.uk/museum-and-garden 
http://garden.rcplondon.ac.uk/



Garden map

Books are also available to purchase online at: www.rcplondon.ac.uk/shop

	 A	 North American bed

	B,C,D	 World medicine beds

	PL1–8	� Pharmacopoeia Londinensis beds 
	 1 	Flowers 
	 2 	Roots 
	 3 	Roots 
	 4 	Fruit 
	 5 	Leaves 
	 6 	Leaves 
	 7 	Seeds and grains 
	7b 	Bark and wood 
	 8 	Seeds and grains 
	8b 	Gums and resin

	 E�	 European and Mediterranean beds

	 G�	 Box horseshoe

	 H�	 Mulberry bed

	 I�	� Classical world bed

	 J	� European and Middle Eastern beds

	 K	� Southern hemisphere bed

	 L	 Oriental bed

	 M�	� Classical European and  
Middle Eastern bed

	 N	� Southern hemisphere bed 

	 O	 Olive tree bed

	 P	 Hippocratic plane tree

	 Q 	Arid zone

	 R	 Display bed

	 T	 Terrace 

	 Soc	 Socratic garden 
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Jane Knowles is the head gardener, 
assisted by Sam Crosfield. The garden 
fellows who curate the Medicinal Garden 
are Dr Henry Oakeley, Professor Anthony 
Dayan, Professor Michael de Swiet and 
Professor John Newton.

Lawn 	 Beds         


