
 
 

Speaker: Dr R J W Hefford 
Description: Vindolanda is a Roman fort just south of Hadrian’s Wall in Northumberland, but predates this by 
about 40 years.  It is a site which has remarkable preservation and around 1500 letters have been found there.  
These are the e-mails of the Roman empire and show what these auxiliary troops and their families were doing 
around the end of the first century at the edge of the Roman empire.  Why is Vindolanda capable of such 
wonderful preservation?  Vivianite, an iron phosphate which forms in anaerobic layers, is part of the story.   

All Welcome - Please contact Richard Langrick to confirm your attendance or for more information, 
E-mail: CRLangrick@sky.com or Tel: 01642 431 282 or visit: www.rsc.org/teesside 

Free Evening Talk: 

Vindolanda 
& Vivianite 

The Royal Society of Chemistry is a Registered Charity No. 207890.  This event is organised by the Teesside Local Section Committee. 

Date:  Monday 3 November at 6 pm 
Venue:  Room M1.31, Middlesbrough Tower 
Teesside University 
Middlesbrough 
TS1 3BA  
 


