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Supplemental Figures

Supplemental Figure 1. Hepatic stellate cell attachment to hyaluronic acid hydrogels is 
mediated by tethered RGD. (A) Stellate cell attachment to soft and stiff HA hydrogels (1 mM 
covalently-tethered RGD, with or without 1 mM soluble RGD added to culture media). (B) 
Stellate cell attachment to stiff hydrogels with varying levels of covalently-attached RGD 
peptide (0, 0.25, 0.5, and 1 mM). Blue: nuclei. *: P < 0.05. Scale bars: 500 μm.



Supplemental Figure 2. Hepatic stellate cells on HA hydrogels are viable. (A) Representative 
images and (B) quantification of viability for stellate cells cultured for 21 days total on soft 
hydrogels (soft static, dashed lines) or 7 day mechanically primed stellate cells cultured for an 
additional 14 days on soft, stiff, or stiff-to-soft hydrogels. Green: live cells, Red: dead cells. 
(Dashed lines: soft static control). Scale bar: 500 μm.


