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Fig. S1 Normalized PL spectra of Ag NCs at different excitation wavelengths.



1.0 1.0

® -
|
c
_‘3 o
— 0.5- 1059
o 3
) =
o ©
< =
o)
Z
0.0 — —— 0.0
200 300 400 500 600 700

Wavelength (nm)

Fig. S2 Absorption and normalized PL spectrum (Aex= 375 nm) of Ag(l)-DHLA complex.
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Fig. S3 (A) HRTEM image of Ag NCs. The inset shows the presence of lattice planes with
interfringe distance of 0.23 nm. Size distribution histogram of Ag NCs estimated from (B)

TEM and (C) DLS measurements.
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Fig. S4 Changes in the fluorescence spectra of DAPI (black line) on the addition of DHLA (red

line).
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Fig. S5 Normalized (at 500 nm) excitation spectra of Ag NCs (A= 675 nm) in the absence
(black line) and presence (red line) of DAPI recorded with 399 nm filter.
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Fig. S6 Normalized PL spectra of Ag NCs in buffer (black line) and methanol (red line).
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Fig. S7 Distribution histogram of (A) intensity and (B) FWHM of Ag NCs in the absence and

presence of 0.2 wt % PDADMAC.
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Fig. S8 Changes in the fluorescence spectra of DAPI (Aey= 375 nm) upon addition of 0.2 wt %

PDADMALC.
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Fig. S9 Changes in the PL spectra of Ag NCs upon addition of CT-DNA.



