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Supplementary Information

Figure S1. Investigation of acetate backing interference within the MALDI MSI analysis of 

primary lifts. Fingermark enhanced with either Aluminium or White powder were lifted and 

then split in halves (A and B). Half A was prepared and submitted to MALDI MSI; 

fingermark half B was stuck on an acetate backing sheet which was then peeled off gain and 

the tape lifted mark B was then also prepared and submitted to MALDI MSI. Both halves of 

the marks yield the same quality image, suggesting that the acetate backing sheet does not 

affect the recovery of ridge detail/chemical information. 
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