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Experimental

Synthesis

Synthetic procedures and full spectroscopic characterization of all the molecules investigated herein can 

be found in previous works: 

1a/1b in Ref [1]

2a/2b in Ref [2] 

3a/3b in Ref [3]

4a/4b in Ref [4]
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Scheme SI1: Synthesis of dihydroindenofluorene regioisomers
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Ion Mobility Mass Spectrometry

IMMS experiments were performed using a Waters Synapt G2-Si mass spectrometer equipped with a 

Travelling Wave Ion Mobility Spectrometry (TWIMS) cell. Dihydroindenofluorene isomers solutions 

were prepared at a concentration of 1mM in dichloromethane and diluted to 10µM with acetonitrile. 

These diluted solutions were infused in the instrument ElectroSpray source at a flow rate of 5µL.min-1 

with a capillary voltage of 4.5kV to enhance the production of radical cation species, a source 

temperature of 100°C and a desolvation temperature of 200°C. Ion mobility was performed using N2 as 

drift gas and a wave height of 40V. Wave velocities and drift gas flow were varied to ensure the 

robustness of the method. Wave velocities varied between 400 and 800 m.s-1 and drift gas flow varied 

between 50 and 110 mL.min-1. 

Data treatment

Drift times and arrival time distributions (ATDs) were extracted using Waters MassLynx. Drift times 

and ATDs were converted into collisional cross section (CCS) values in helium by means of the polymer 

calibration described in Ref [5] using commercial PEG samples with average molecular weights of 600, 

1000 and 2000. The experiments were performed three times and the presented CCS are mean values, 

whereas the percentages in brackets are the standard deviations. 

The arrival time distribution of the mixture of 4a and 4b was deconvoluted into two symmetric gaussians 

using the Multiple Peak Fit function available in Origin 9.0. The fit between the sum of the two 

deconvoluted curves and the experimental data was characterized by a R² > 0.998.

Computational chemistry

Each structure considered in the present paper was built with GaussView 5.0.9 and the geometries were 

optimized at the quantum-chemical level with the Gaussian 09 A02 package[6], using the ωB97X-D 

functional and a 6-31G(d,p) basis set. [7]
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Theoretical CCS were calculated using Collidoscope[8] via the trajectory method, using 6 energy states 

and He as drift gas. The van der Waals parameters for the F atom, not available in Collidoscope, were 

implemented from values available in Mobcal.[9]
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