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Scheme S1 The synthesis route of the target product 1. 

 

Synthesis of compound 5: 2-bromoquinoline (1.5 g, 7.21 mmol), 4-hydroxyphenylboronic acid 
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(1.19 g, 8.65 mmol), K2CO3 (2.98 g, 21.63 mmol) and Pd(PPh3)4 (0.83 g, 0.72 mmol) were added 

to dioxane (70 mL), the mixture was heated to reflux for 24 h under nitrogen atmosphere. After 

the reaction was over, H2O (200 mL) was added to the above solution, and was extracted for three 

time by CH2Cl2. The organic phase was combined and removed in vacuo. The crude product was 

purified by column chromatography with the eluent of petroleum ether / CH2Cl2 (1/3, v/v). A pale 

yellow solid was obtained with the yield of 64%. 1HNMR (400MHz, d6-DMSO): δ 9.84 (s, 1H), 

8.36 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.14 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 2H), 8.05 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.00 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 

1H), 7.94 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 7.75 (t, J =8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.55 (t, J =7.2 Hz, 1H), 6.93 (d, J =8.8 Hz, 

2H). HRMS calculated for C15H12NO [M+H]+ 222.0919, found: 222.0925. 

 

Synthesis of compound 4: Compound 4 (1.0 g, 4.40mmol), methyl 4-bromobutyrate (0.84 g, 4.62 

mmol), K2CO3 (1.82 g, 13.20 mmol) and KI (catalytic equivalent) were added to acetone (50 mL), 

the mixture was heated to reflux for 24 h under nitrogen atmosphere. After the reaction was over, 

K2CO3 was removed by filtration. The crude product was purified by column chromatography 

with the eluent of petroleum ether / CH2Cl2 (1/1, v/v). A pale yellow solid was obtained with the 

yield of 64%. 1HNMR (400MHz, d6-DMSO): δ 9.84 (s, 1H), 8.36 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.14 (d, J = 

8.8 Hz, 2H), 8.05 (d, J = 8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.00 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.94 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 7.75 (t, J 

=8.4 Hz, 1H), 7.55 (t, J =7.2 Hz, 1H), 6.93 (d, J =8.8 Hz, 2H). HRMS calculated for C15H12NO 

[M+H]+ 222.0919, found: 222.0925. 
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Figure S5 The curves of the fluorescence emission intensity at 381 nm versus the concentration of 

TFA. Inset: Calibrations curve in the concentrations range of 0-0.4 μmol/L of TFA. 

 


