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The synthesis of bis-α,β-unsaturated esters* 1a-e proceeded efficiently utilising Grubb’s second generation 

catalyst in cross metathesis with isopropyl acrylate.1,2,3 The organogelators 2a-e were synthesised under 

standard asymmetric dihydroxylation conditions (AD mix β) affording the tetra-ols in excellent yield and 

purity.4 
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*For n = 3, 8 the derived bis-α,β-unsaturated ester (1a, e) were obtained from the corresponding cycloalkene.  
 
 
 


