
 
Comparison of the protonated ion MS/MS spectra of erythromycin A 1 
and fluoro-erythromycin A 5. (a) MS/MS spectrum of [M+H]+ at m/z 734 
of erythromycin A; (b) MS/MS spectrum of [M+H]+ at m/z 766 of fluoro-
erythromycin A.  
The MS/MS spectrum of the [MH]+ ion of fluoro-erythromycin A exhibits 
the same mass losses as observed in the MS/MS of the [MH]+ ion of 
erythromycin A, except for the loss of starter acid: 58 Da for the loss of 
propionyl starter acid of erythromycin Ai and 90 Da for the corresponding 
loss of the fluorobutyryl starter acid of fluoro-erythromycin A. 
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Comparison of the sodiated ion MS/MS spectra of erythromycin A 1 and 
fluoro-erythromycin A 5. (a) MS/MS spectrum of [M+Na]+ at m/z 756 of 
erythromycin A; (b) MS/MS spectrum of [M+Na]+ at m/z 788 of fluoro-
erythromycin A.  
The MS/MS spectrum of the [MNa]+ ion of fluoro-erythromycin A 
exhibits the same mass losses as observed in the MS/MS of the [MNa]+ 
ion of erythromycin A, except for the loss of starter acid: 114 Da  for the 
loss of propionyl starter acid of erythromycin Aii and 146 Da for the 
corresponding loss of the fluorobutyryl starter acid of fluoro-
erythromycin A. 
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