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S1: BHandH/6-31+G** structure of (S)-DNB-Ala.
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S2: BHandH/6-31+G** structure of anti-closed conformer of tBuCQN.
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S3: BHandH/6-31+G** structure of anti-open conformer of tBuCQN.
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S4: BHandH/6-31+G** structure of syn-closed conformer of tBuCQN.
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S5: BHandH/6-31+G** structure of complex of (S)-DNB-Ala and tBuCQN.
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S6: BHandH IR absorption spectra of (S)-DNB-Ala using various basis sets.
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S8: BHandH IR absorption spectra of anti-open conformer of tBuCQN using various basis

sets.
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S9: BHandH IR absorption spectra of syn-closed conformer of tBuCQN using various basis

sets.
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S10: Assignment of Carbamate II vibration (green) and quinoline deformation vibration (red)
modes in the IR absorption and VCD spectrum of tBuCQN.

13



Supplementary Material (ESI) for PCCP
This journal is © the Owner Societies 2010

(S)-DNB-Leu + tBuCQN
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S11: Experimental VCD and IR absorption spectra of complexes of tBuCQN with (S)-DNB-

Ala and (S)-DNB-Leu in deuterated acetonitrile.
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S12: Details about the conformational analysis
a) tBUCQN

Relative energies and populations of tBuCQN conformers.

Name Relative free energy (kJ/mol) | Population (T=298K)
anti-closed-E 0 65%
anti-open-E 2.27 26%
syn-closed-E 4.94 9%

The analysis of conformational degrees of freedom was performed for those not present in
previous works. (N. M. Maier, S. Schefzick, G. M. Lombardo, M. Feliz, K. Rissanen, W.
Lindner and K. B. Lipkowitz, Journal of the American Chemical Society, 2002, 124, 8611) :
(1) The ethylene group on quinuclidine can be oriented syn (over) or anti (away) from the
bicyclic system. The anti orientation is preferred by 5 kJ/mol, the barrier for rotation is
approximately 15 kJ/mol.

(i) The orientation of methoxy group on the quinoline group was modelled by 4-methyl-6-
methoxyquinoline. The anti orientation of methoxy group (toward the C5) is preferred by 5
kJ/mol with relatively low lying barrier (15 kJ/mol above the anti orientation).

(i11) Carbamate moiety can be seen as posessing C=N double bond. The E orientation is
preferred by 9 kJ/mol above the Z, with high barrier for rotation (estimated ~60 kJ/mol).

The geometries of whole tBuCQN were optimized at the B3LYP/6-311++G(2df,2pd) level of
theory and the Gibbs free energy was considered for Boltzmann population analysis.

b) DNB-Ala

Relative energies and populations of DNB-Ala conformers.

Conformer no. Relative free energy (kJ/mol) | Population (T=298K)
1 0 91.8%
2 7.15 4.9%
3 9.47 1.9%
4 11.10 1.0%
5 12.69 0.5%

The conformational analysis of DNB-Ala was carried out at B3LYP/6-31G* level of theory.
In the process, two dihedral angles were changed. The first one changed the E/Z conformation
of the amide (i.e. dihedral angle 0 and 180°), the second one defined as N(amide)-Ca-
C(carboxyle)-O(carboxyle) changed the angle between the amide and the carboxyle group
(dihedral angle 0-330° with a step of 30°). With regard to the results of the Boltzmann
population analysis we considered the conformer no.l as the only significantly populated
conformer.
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