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Fig. A1 Thickness change upon elongation a) PEM prepared with NaCl, b) PEM prepared without NaCl. In case of b) released state. The shown 

thickness in b) was determined on “bright” areas only.  
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Fig. A2 (a) Structure of PSS (polystyrenesulphonate) (b) Structure of PDDA (polydimethyldiallyl chloride) 
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Fig. A3 Used ellipsometry setup. The substrate was 4mm thick to shift the reflection from the top and the bottom of the substrate away from 

each other. The beam reflected from the substrate bottom was blocked with a piece of black paper (black backside reflection beam blocker in 

image). 
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