


to increasing reaction time, however the general trend is that the average particle size 
increases with reaction time. Although the method cannot distinguish between the formation 
of new nanoparticles and the growth of already existing nanoparticles, the change in color of 
the reaction mixture is at least correlated to these processes, and can thus be used as an 
indicative parameter for qualitatively evaluating the relative reaction kinetics of the metal 
precursors. As a side note, the dark color of the reaction mixture at the end of the reaction 
(50 min mark) matches perfectly with the color of the nanoparticles when they are redispersed 
after the nanoparticle washing procedure (see Experimental section).

Fig. S1-2 High-resolution SEM images of the sample corresponding to the timepoints in Fig. S1-1.


