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Figure S1. Synthesis of the arginine-containing cationic segment.

Figure S2. Synthesis of the linker with a disulfide bond.

Figure S3. Synthesis of cationic lipid RLS1.

Figure S4. Synthesis of lys-di-oleic acid
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Figure S5. Transmission electron microscope (TEM) images of RLS4 (126.4 nm), RLS5 (90.6 nm), 

and RLS6 (148.1 nm) lipid assemblies. The scale bar was 100 nm.

Figure S6. The standard curve of mRNA (A) and pDNA (B) by RiboGreen and PicoGreen staining, 

respectively.
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Figure S7. Gel retardation assay of cationic assemblies/pDNA complexes at different N/P ratios in 

the presence of 10 mmol/L DTT.

Figure S8. Six lipoplexes stability in 10% FBS by gel electrophoresis assays.

Figure S9. The cell viability with 10% FBS of different nanoparticles in HEK293 (A), HepG2 cells 

(B), and Hela cells (C).
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Figure S10. Fluorescence microscopy images of cells with pEGFP transfection on HEK-293 cells (W/O: 

without).

Figure S11. Fluorescence microscopy images of cells with pEGFP transfection on HepG2 cells.



S-6

Figure S12. Fluorescence microscopy images of cells with pEGFP transfection on Hela cells.
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Figure S13. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS1. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS1
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Figure S14. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS2. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS2.
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Figure S15. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS3. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS3.
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Figure S16. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS4. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS4.



S-11

Figure S17. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS5. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS5.
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Figure S18. (A) 1H-NMR of RLS6. (B) MOLDI-TOF-MS of RLS6.



S-13

Table S1. The particle size, PDI, and ζ potential of six lipid assemblies.

Particle size 
(nm)

PDI
Zeta potential 

(mV)

RLS1 140.3 ± 21.2 0.22 ± 0.02 22.2 ± 3.7

RLS2 164.6 ± 6.8 0.24 ± 0.04 24.1 ± 2.8

RLS3 187.7 ± 12.5 0.20 ± 0.01 24.7 ± 6.1

RLS4 212.2 ± 14.6 0.28 ± 0.04 25.5 ± 3.2

RLS5 154.3 ± 17.2 0.19 ± 0.03 26.0 ± 2.9

RLS6 220.2 ± 5.2 0.27 ± 0.06 27.1 ± 3.9

Table S2. The encapsulation efficiency of RLS5/mRNA and RLS1-6/pDNA.

N/P Loaded gene Total gene weight
(ng)

Free gene weight
(ng)

Encapsulation efficiency
(%)

RLS5 5 mRNA 200 7.95 96.03

RLS1 20 pDNA 200 9.41 95.43

RLS2 20 pDNA 200 7.71 96.15

RLS3 20 pDNA 200 9.65 95.18

RLS4 20 pDNA 200 5.90 97.05

RLS5 20 pDNA 200 7.22 96.39

RLS6 20 pDNA 200 3.12 98.44

Table S3. The particle size of lipid gene complexes after 0, 15, 30, 45, and 60 min of incubation with 

10% FBS.

Time (min) Particle size (nm) PDI Time (min) Particle size (nm) PDI

0 312.4 ± 20.1 0.37 ± 0.07 0 234.2 ± 12.5 0.21 ± 0.02

15 459.2 ± 13.5 0.58 ± 0.12 15 242.4 ± 31.9 0.13 ± 0.07

30 791.1 ± 106.1 0.91 ± 0.09 30 228.9 ± 19.2 0.25 ± 0.04

45 590.9 ± 55.7 0.51 ± 0.04 45 247.6 ± 25.7 0.27 ± 0.03

RLS1

60 860.3 ± 69.6 0.72 ± 0.13

RLS4

60 239.2 ± 11.4 0.24 ± 0.05

0 224.3 ± 22.7 0.28 ± 0.03 0 198.2 ± 7.8 0.21 ± 0.05

15 327.6 ± 47.3 0.53 ± 0.09 15 201.5 ± 13.6 0.24 ± 0.03

30 401.5 ± 19.1 0.41 ± 0.11 30 199.4 ± 2.3 0.18 ± 0.05

45 499.9 ± 59.4 0.45 ± 0.21 45 206.7 ± 18.1 0.20 ± 0.06

RLS2

60 377.1 ± 20.1 0.60 ± 0.07

RLS5

60 193.1 ± 12.6 0.27 ± 0.08

0 246.1 ± 31.2 0.23 ± 0.04 0 254.7 ± 15.6 0.31 ± 0.05

15 375.2 ± 12.0 0.48 ± 0.02 15 262.3 ± 28.3 0.28 ± 0.04

30 267.5 ± 41.9 0.44 ± 0.10 30 230.9 ± 12.7 0.33 ± 0.07

45 321.6 ± 43.2 0.21 ±0.07 45 238.1 ± 8.7 0.25 ± 0.06

RLS3

60 348.9 ± 69.8 0.77 ± 0.47

RLS6

60 257.9 ± 17.9 0.30 ± 0.01


