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1. Materials and Methods 

Unless stated otherwise, all solvents and commercially available reagents were 

used as received without further purification. Reaction temperatures were controlled 

using an IKA magnetic temperature modulator.  

Thin layer chromatography (TLC) was conducted on plates (GF254) supplied by 

Yantai Chemicals (China) and visualized using UV (254nm). Silica gel (200-300 

mesh) supplied by Tsingtao Haiyang Chemicals (China) was used for flash column 

chromatography.  

All NMR spectra were recorded on Bruker AVANCE III HD 400MHz instruments 

and are calibrated using residual undeuterated solvent (CHCl3 at 7.26 ppm 1H NMR, 

77.16 ppm 13C NMR; CH3OH at 3.31ppm 1H NMR, 49.00 ppm 13C NMR; DMSO at 

2.50 ppm 1H NMR, 39.52 13C NMR).  

Data for 1H NMR spectra were reported as follows: chemical shift (ŭ ppm), 

multiplicity, coupling constant (Hz) and integration. The following abbreviations were 

used to explain multiplicities: s = singlet, d = doublet, t = triplet, q = quartet, p = 

pentet, m = multiplet, br = broad. 13C NMR spectra are reported in terms of chemical 

shift.  

High resolution mass spectrometry (HRMS) data were obtained on a Xevo G2-XS 

QTof Quadrupole Time-of-Flight Mass Spectrometry by electrospray ionization (ESI) 

in the positive ion mode from Waters Corporation. 
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2. Synthesis of Tryptamine Derivatives 2 

Compound 2k and 2l were prepared by following the literature procedure1.  

 

 

2-(2-ethyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2k) 

Light brown oil. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.03 (br, 1H), 7.53 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.31 ï 

7.23 (m, 1H), 7.10 (m, 2H), 2.99 (s, 2H), 2.88 (t, J = 6.4 Hz, 2H), 2.78 (q, J = 7.6 Hz, 

2H), 1.96 (br, 2H), 1.28 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 137.9, 135.4, 128.8, 121.2, 119.3, 118.3, 110.5, 

108.2, 42.7, 28.1, 19.5, 14.6. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C12H17N2
+, 189.1386, found 189.1382. 

 

 

2-(2-benzyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2l) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.85 (br, 1H), 7.56 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (t, 

J = 7.2 Hz, 2H), 7.26 ï 7.15 (m, 4H), 7.14 ï 7.05 (m, 2H), 4.12 (s, 2H), 3.02 ï 2.95 

(m, 2H), 2.92 (dd, J = 10.0, 3.7 Hz, 2H), 1.40 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 138.9, 135.7, 134.2, 128.9, 128.8, 126.8, 121.5, 

119.4, 118.6, 110.7, 110.2, 43.0, 32.5, 28.6. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C17H19N2
+, 251.1543, found 251.1544. 

 

Compound 2m-2r  were prepared by Fischer indolization by following the literature 

procedure2.  

 
1 I. Fleming, J. Harley-Mason, J. Chem. Soc. C., 1966, 425-425. 

2  R. Amaradhi, A. Banik, S. Mohammed, V. Patro, A. Rojas, W. Wang, D. R. Motati, R. 

Dingledine, T. Ganesh, J. Med. Chem. 2020, 63, 1032ī1050. 
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methyl 3-(2-aminoethyl)-2-methyl-1H-indole-5-carboxylate (2m) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.68 (br, 1H), 8.26 (s, 1H), 7.81 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 

1H), 7.23 (d, J = 8.5 Hz, 1H), 3.91 (s, 3H), 2.97 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.85 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 

2H), 2.37 (s, 3H), 1.55 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 168.6, 138.2, 133.5, 128.6, 122.6, 121.2, 120.9, 

110.6, 110.0, 51.9, 42.8, 28.4, 11.8. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C13H17N2O2
+, 233.1285, found 233.1296. 

 

 

2-(5-chloro-2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2n) 

Light yellow solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 9.07 (br, 1H), 7.45 (d, J = 2.0 Hz, 1H), 7.12 ï 

6.98 (m, 2H), 2.95 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.79 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.30 (s, 3H), 1.32 (br, 

2H).  

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 133.8, 129.9, 124.5, 120.8, 117.3, 111.3, 108.6, 

108.5, 42.5, 28.1, 11.6. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C11H14N2Cl+, 209.0840, found 209.0850. 

 

 

2-(2,5-dimethyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2o) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.08 (br, 1H), 7.31 (s, 1H), 7.14 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 

1H), 6.95 (d, J = 8.1 Hz, 1H), 2.98 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.84 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.46 (s, 

3H), 2.36 (s, 3H), 1.29 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 133.8, 132.0, 129.2, 128.3, 122.5, 117.9, 110.0, 

108.7, 42.8, 28.5, 21.6, 11.8. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C12H17N2
+, 189.1386, found 189.1382. 
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2-(5-(tert -butyl) -2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2p) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.98 (br, 1H), 7.50 (m, 1H), 7.21 (m, 2H), 3.00 

(t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.87 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.37 (s, 3H), 1.40 (s, 9H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.2, 133.6, 132.0, 128.6, 119.2, 113.9, 109.8, 

109.2, 42.8, 34.7, 32.1, 28.5, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C15H23N2
+, 231.1856, found 231.1863. 

 

 

2-(7-bromo-2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2q) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.23 (br, 1H), 7.44 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.24 (s, 

1H), 6.95 (t, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 2.96 (t, J = 6.6 Hz, 2H), 2.82 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.42 (s, 

3H), 1.47 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 134.1, 132.8, 130.2, 123.4, 120.5, 117.3, 110.7, 

104.1, 42.8, 28.7, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C11H14N2Br+, 253.0335, found 253.0335. 

 

 

2-(2,7-dimethyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2r) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.96 (br, 1H), 7.37 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.01 (t, 

J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 6.93 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 1H), 2.98 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 2H), 2.87 (t, J = 6.7 Hz, 

2H), 2.47 (s, 3H), 2.42 (s, 3H), 1.96 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 134.9, 131.6, 128.4, 121.8, 119.5, 115.9, 109.6, 

42.7, 28.3, 16.7, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C12H17N2
+, 189.1386, found 189.1382. 
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To a cooled solution (0 ) of S2t (100 mg, 0.46 mmol) in MeOH (1.0 mL) was 

added acetyl chloride (125 uL) dropwise over 15 mins. The mixture was heated to 

reflux for 5 hours and then cooled to room temperature. The mixture was concentrated 

under reduced pressure to afford the residue, which was basified with 3 mL NH4OH 

and extracted with DCM (3×10 mL). The combined organic extracts were dried over 

anhydrous Na2SO4, and concentrated under reduced pressure to give compound 2t 

(103.1 mg, 97% yield ) as a light brown oil. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.05 (br, 1H), 7.52 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 1H), 7.28 ï 

7.21 (m, 1H), 7.15 ï 7.05 (m, 2H), 3.88 ï 3.79 (m, 1H), 3.71 (s, 3H), 3.30 ï 3.17 (m, 

1H), 2.98 (dd, J = 14.2, 8.0 Hz, 1H), 2.36 (s, 3H), 1.53 (br, 2H).  

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 176.0, 135.4, 132.8, 128.9, 121.4, 119.5, 118.1, 

110.4, 107.2, 55.5, 52.1, 30.2, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C13H17N2O2
+, 233.1285, found 233.1296. 

 

Compound 2u and 2w were prepared by following the literature procedure. 3 

 

2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2u) 

Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 7.21 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.09 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 

6.84 (t, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 3.05 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 2H), 2.89 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 2H), 2.36 (s, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 137.1, 134.1, 126.0, 122.7, 120.8, 112.2, 109.5, 

108.0, 43.4, 27.0, 10.1. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C11H14N2Br+, 253.0335, found 253.0335. 

 

 

2-(6-bromo-2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (2w) 

 
3 M. Righi, F. Topi, S. Bartolucci, A. Bedini, G. Piersanti, G. Spadoni, J. Org. Chem. 2012, 77, 6351ī6357. 
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Brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 7.43 ï 7.39 (m, 1H), 7.35 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1H), 

7.07 (dd, J = 8.4, 1.5 Hz, 1H), 2.95 ï 2.85 (m, 4H), 2.38 (s, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 136.6, 133.3, 127.4, 121.2, 118.3, 113.3, 112.9, 

107.2, 41.3, 25.6, 10.0. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C11H14N2Br, 253.0340, found 253.0335. 

 

3. Synthesis of Azepino[4,5-b]indoles 4 and Alkene 5 

General procedure: 

 

To a stirred solution of amine 2a (34.8 mg, 0.2 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) and aldehyde 3a 

(53.6 mg, 0.4 mmol, 2.0 equiv.) in CHCl3 (1.0 mL) was added TFA (91.2 mg, 0.8 

mmol, 4.0 equiv.) in one portion at room temperature. The mixture was stirred at 

room temperature for 24 hours and quenched with 10% aqueous Na2CO3 (2 mL). The 

biphasic layers were separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted with DCM (3×10 

mL). The combined organic layers were dried over anhydrous Na2SO4 and 

concentrated under reduced pressure. The resulting residue was purified by flash 

column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 100:3) to afford azepino[4,5-

b]indoles 4a (49.4 mg, 85% yield) as a light brown solid. 

 

 

4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4a) 

Light brown solid, 49.4 mg, 85% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.77 (br, 1H), 7.48 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 1H), 7.37 ï 

7.18 (m, 6H), 7.18 ï 7.07 (m, 2H), 3.42 (m, 1H), 3.05 ï 2.72 (m, 8H), 2.41 (br, 1H), 

1.95 ï 1.78 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.9, 134.8, 134.6, 129.2, 128.6, 128.5, 126.1, 

121.1, 119.3, 117.7, 112.8, 110.4, 57.9, 49.1, 39.0, 37.9, 33.0, 27.5. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H23N2
+, 291.1856, found 291.1882. 
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4-(3-(trifluoromethyl)phenethyl) -1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4b)  

Brown solid, 50.9 mg, 71% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.72 (br, 1H), 7.52 ï 7.44 (m, 3H), 7.43 ï 7.37 

(m, 2H), 7.29 ï 7.23 (m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.07 (m, 2H), 3.47 ï 3.41 (m, 1H), 3.07 ï 2.97 

(m, 1H), 2.94 ï 2.75 (m, 7H), 1.88 ï 1.81 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.9, 134.6, 134.5, 131.8, 130.77 (q, J = 31.9 

Hz), 129.1, 128.9, 125.11 (q, J = 3.6 Hz), 124.3 (q, J = 270.7 Hz), 122.88 (q, J = 3.8 

Hz), 121.1, 119.3, 117.7, 112.9, 110.3, 57.6, 49.0, 38.9, 38.3, 32.7, 27.8. 

19F NMR (376 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ -62.5. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H22N2F3
+, 359.1730, found 359.1735. 

 

 

4-benzyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4c) 

Brown solid, 27.8 mg, 50% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.69 (br, 1H), 7.48 ï 7.43 (m, 1H), 7.37 ï 7.31 

(m, 2H), 7.29 ï 7.22 (m, 4H), 7.14 ï 7.05 (m, 2H), 3.38 ï 3.31 (m, 1H), 3.21 ï 3.13 

(m, 1H), 3.03 ï 2.78 (m, 7H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 138.7, 134.6, 134.5, 129.4, 129.1, 128.9, 126.8, 

121.2, 119.3, 117.8, 113.1, 110.4, 59.7, 49.5, 43.3, 36.9, 26.8. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H21N2
+, 277.1699, found 277.1721. 

 

 

4-methyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4d) 

Brown solid, 34.6 mg, 87% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.75 (br, 1H), 7.47 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 7.27 (d, 

J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 7.15 ï 7.07 (m, 2H), 3.43 ï 3.36 (m, 1H), 3.09 ï 2.97 (m, 2H), 2.96 ï 

2.74 (m, 4H), 2.16 (br, 1H), 1.26 (d, J = 6.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 135.0, 134.7, 129.3, 121.1, 119.3, 117.7, 113.1, 

110.4, 54.2, 49.6, 39.7, 27.5, 23.9. 
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HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C13H17N2
+, 201.1386, found 201.1405. 

 

 

4-ethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4e) 

Brown solid, 40.5 mg, 95% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.83 (br, 1H), 7.50 ï 7.42 (m, 1H), 7.28 ï 7.25 

(m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.05 (m, 2H), 3.47 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.32 (br, 1H), 3.04 ï 2.98 (m, 1H), 

2.95 ï 2.77 (m, 5H), 1.63 ï 1.54 (m, 2H), 1.02 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 134.9, 134.7, 129.2, 121.1, 119.3, 117.7, 112.8, 

110.4, 60.1, 49.2, 36.7, 29.9, 27.0, 11.1. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C14H19N2
+, 215.1543, found 215.1549. 

 

 

4-heptyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4f) 

White solid, 51.8 mg, 87% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.85 (br, 1H), 7.46 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 1H), 7.31 ï 

7.22 (m, 1H), 7.15 ï 7.07 (m, 2H), 3.91 ï 3.55 (br, 1H), 3.51 ï 3.40 (m, 1H), 3.06 ï 

3.00 (m, 1H), 2.98 ï 2.83 (m, 5H), 1.62 ï 1.54 (m, 2H), 1.46 ï 1.37 (m, 2H), 1.36 ï 

1.24 (m, 10H), 0.90 (t, J = 6.5 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 134.7, 129.1, 121.1, 119.3, 117.7, 112.7, 110.4, 

58.6, 49.0, 36.8, 32.0, 29.8, 29.7, 29.4, 26.7, 26.6, 22.8, 14.2. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H31N2
+, 299.2482, found 299.2480. 

 

 

4-isopropyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4g) 

General procedure, with higher concentration and longer reaction time (0.25 mL 

CHCl3, 48 hours).  

Brown solid, 25.6 mg, 56% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.74 (br, 1H), 7.46 (dd, J = 6.4, 2.4 Hz, 1H), 

7.32 ï 7.23 (m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.05 (m, 2H), 3.46 ï 3.40 (m, 1H), 3.04 ï 2.74 (m, 5H), 
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2.72 ï 2.66 (m, 1H), 2.03 (br, 1H), 1.86 ï 1.75 (m, 1H), 1.02 (s, 3H), 1.00 (s, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 135.4, 134.8, 129.4, 121.0, 119.3, 117.7, 112.7, 

110.3, 64.1, 49.7, 34.2, 34.0, 27.6, 19.2, 19.0. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C15H21N2
+, 229.1699, found 229.1706. 

 

 

4-cyclohexyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4h) 

General procedure, with higher concentration and longer reaction time (0.25 mL 

CHCl3, 48 hours). 

Brown solid, 36.6 mg, 68% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.75 (br, 1H), 7.51 ï 7.40 (m, 1H), 7.32 ï 7.21 

(m, 2H), 7.17 ï 7.04 (m, 2H), 3.48 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.04 ï 2.76 (m, 5H), 2.73 ï 2.67 

(m, 1H), 2.30 (br, 1H), 1.85 ï 1.76 (m, 4H), 1.74 ï 1.66 (m, 1H), 1.52 ï 1.42 (m, 1H), 

1.33 ï 1.07 (m, 5H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 135.5, 134.8, 129.4, 121.0, 119.3, 117.7, 112.7, 

110.3, 63.5, 49.6, 44.3, 34.5, 29.8, 29.5, 27.6, 26.8, 26.7, 26.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C18H25N2
+, 269.2012, found 269.2027. 

 

 

4-cyclopentyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4i) 

General procedure, with higher concentration and longer reaction time (0.25 mL 

CHCl3, 48 hours). 

Light brown solid, 36.4 mg, 72% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.79 (br, 1H), 7.50 ï 7.44 (m, 1H), 7.29 ï 7.24 

(m, 1H), 7.15 ï 7.06 (m, 2H), 3.45 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.04 ï 2.78 (m, 5H), 2.70 ï 2.61 

(m, 1H), 2.24 (br, 1H), 2.01 ï 1.78 (m, 3H), 1.73 ï 1.54 (m, 4H), 1.35 ï 1.24 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR  (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 135.1, 134.7, 129.2, 121.0, 119.2, 117.7, 112.7, 

110.3, 64.1, 49.3, 45.6, 36.2, 30.5, 30.0, 27.2, 25.8, 25.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C17H23N2
+, 255.1856, found 255.1872. 
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4-(2-(5-methylfuran-2-yl)ethyl)-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4j) 

Brown oil, 41.8 mg, 71% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.80 (br, 1H), 7.46 (dd, J = 6.5, 1.9 Hz, 1H), 

7.30 ï 7.23 (m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.06 (m, 2H), 5.90 (d, J = 2.9 Hz, 1H), 5.88 ï 5.83 (m, 

1H), 3.47 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.05 ï 2.84 (m, 6H), 2.79 ï 2.69 (m, 2H), 2.25 (s, 3H), 1.91 

ï 1.85 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 153.5, 150.6, 134.7, 134.5, 129.1, 121.2, 119.4, 

117.7, 112.7, 110.4, 106.0, 106.0, 57.7, 48.7, 37.1, 35.1, 27.0, 25.2, 13.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H23N2O
+, 295.1805, found 295.1815. 

 

 

5-methyl-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4k) 

General procedure, with lower concentration and shorter reaction time (4.0 mL CHCl3, 

6 hours). This reaction was carried out strictly under N2. 

Brown oil, 51.6 mg, 85% yield, dr =1:1. Characterization data: 

isomer 1: 

1H NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.68 (br, 1H), 7.49 ï 7.43 (m, 1H), 7.32 ï 7.25 

(m, 3H), 7.24 ï 7.17 (m, 3H), 7.15 ï 7.06 (m, 2H), 3.44 ï 3.36 (m, 1H), 3.08 ï 3.02 

(m, 1H), 3.00 ï 2.66 (m, 6H), 1.87 ï 1.69 (m, 2H), 1.27 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.1, 140.9, 134.6, 129.3, 128.6, 128.5, 126.1, 

121.1, 119.3, 117.9, 111.5, 110.4, 61.0, 49.6, 40.1, 36.7, 33.6, 27.3, 13.4. 

isomer 2: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.67 (br, 1H), 7.51 ï 7.43 (m, 1H), 7.30 ï 7.22 

(m, 3H), 7.21 ï 7.15 (m, 3H), 7.14 ï 7.07 (m, 2H), 3.17 ï 3.04 (m, 2H), 3.01 ï 2.88 

(m, 3H), 2.88 ï 2.74 (m, 2H), 2.69 ï 2.59 (m, 1H), 2.07 ï 1.95 (m, 1H), 1.79 ï 1.67 

(m, 1H), 1.41 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.4, 138.8, 134.8, 129.2, 128.5, 128.5, 125.9, 

120.9, 119.3, 117.8, 110.7, 110.4, 58.9, 42.5, 40.9, 34.1, 33.2, 26.9, 18.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H25N2
+, 305.2012, found 305.2035. 
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4-phenethyl-5-phenyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4l) 

General procedure, with lower concentration and shorter reaction time (4.0 mL CHCl3, 

12 hours). This reaction was carried out strictly under N2. 

Brown solid, 54.9 mg, 75% yield, dr =10:1. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.59 ï 7.51 (m, 1H), 7.41 ï 7.30 (m, 4H), 7.29 

ï 7.22 (m, 2H), 7.22 ï 7.05 (m, 8H), 4.09 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 3.51 ï 3.37 (m, 1H), 

3.28 ï 3.19 (m, 1H), 3.17 ï 3.06 (m, 2H), 3.06 ï 2.95 (m, 1H), 2.89 ï 2.79 (m, 1H), 

2.71 ï 2.60 (m, 1H), 1.98 (br, 1H), 1.79 ï 1.71 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.1, 141.3, 136.1, 134.9, 129.1, 129.0, 128.5, 

128.4, 127.3, 125.9, 121.4, 119.2, 118.1, 112.5, 110.4, 62.1, 54.8, 46.9, 35.8, 32.6, 

27.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C26H27N2
+, 367.2169, found 367.2173. 

 

 

methyl 4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole-9-carboxylate (4m) 

Light brown solid, 59.0 mg, 85% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.23 (s, 1H), 8.19 (br, 1H), 7.82 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 

1H), 7.33 ï 7.14 (m, 6H), 3.92 (s, 3H), 3.46 ï 3.34 (m, 1H), 3.06 ï 2.96 (m, 1H), 2.94 

ï 2.79 (m, 5H), 2.79 ï 2.68 (m, 2H), 2.61 (br, 1H), 1.88 ï 1.79 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 168.6, 141.8, 137.4, 136.2, 128.9, 128.6, 128.5, 

126.1, 122.6, 121.2, 120.8, 114.2, 110.0, 57.8, 51.9, 48.9, 38.8, 37.7, 32.9, 27.4. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C22H25N2O2
+, 349.1911, found 349.1914. 

 

 

9-chloro-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4n) 

White solid, 56.2 mg, 87% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 7.33 (d, J = 2.0 Hz, 1H), 7.29 ï 7.12 (m, 6H), 

6.96 (dd, J = 8.5, 2.0 Hz, 1H), 3.38 ï 3.32 (m, 1H), 3.09 ï 2.99 (m, 1H), 2.94 ï 2.83 
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(m, 3H), 2.83 ï 2.69 (m, 4H), 1.89 ï 1.81 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.9, 136.5, 133.0, 130.5, 128.6, 128.5, 126.1, 

125.1, 121.2, 117.4, 112.9, 111.3, 57.9, 49.1, 39.1, 38.3, 33.0, 27.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H22N2Cl+, 325.1466, found 325.1483. 

 

 

9-methyl-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4o) 

White solid, 49.3 mg, 81% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.60 (br, 1H), 7.34 ï 7.28 (m, 2H), 7.28 ï 7.25 

(m, 1H), 7.24 ï 7.19 (m, 3H), 7.16 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 1H), 6.95 (dd, J = 8.2, 1.6 Hz, 1H), 

3.45 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.02 ï 2.94 (m, 1H), 2.92 ï 2.70 (m, 7H), 2.46 (s, 3H), 1.89 ï 

1.81 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.0, 135.0, 133.0, 129.5, 128.6, 128.6, 128.5, 

128.5, 128.5, 126.1, 122.6, 117.5, 112.5, 110.0, 58.0, 49.3, 39.1, 38.2, 33.0, 27.7, 21.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H25N2
+, 305.2012, found 305.2035. 

 

 

9-(tert -butyl) -4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4p) 

Brown oil, 49.4 mg, 71% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.65 (br, 1H), 7.45 (s, 1H), 7.33 ï 7.27 (m, 2H), 

7.25 ï 7.16 (m, 5H), 3.48 ï 3.38 (m, 1H), 3.23 (br, 1H), 3.08 ï 2.99 (m, 1H), 2.98 ï 

2.69 (m, 7H), 1.95 ï 1.80 (m, 2H), 1.40 (s, 9H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.3, 141.9, 134.8, 132.8, 128.8, 128.6, 128.5, 

126.1, 119.4, 113.5, 112.8, 109.9, 57.8, 48.9, 38.6, 37.5, 34.7, 33.0, 32.1, 27.2. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C24H31N2
+, 347.2482, found 347.2499. 

 

 

7-bromo-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4q) 

Brown solid, 70.3 mg, 96% yield. Characterization data: 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.88 (br, 1H), 7.39 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.34 ï 

7.18 (m, 6H), 7.01 ï 6.93 (m, 1H), 3.48 ï 3.36 (m, 1H), 3.04 ï 2.69 (m, 8H), 2.53 (br, 

1H), 1.94 ï 1.81 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.8, 135.7, 133.3, 130.4, 128.6, 128.5, 126.1, 

123.4, 120.5, 117.0, 114.3, 104.0, 57.9, 49.0, 39.0, 38.0, 33.0, 27.8. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H22N2Br+, 369.0961, found 369.0959. 

 

 

7-methyl-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4r) 

Brown solid, 58.2 mg, 96% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.75 (br, 1H), 7.40 ï 7.30 (m, 3H), 7.28 ï 7.21 

(m, 3H), 7.12 ï 7.03 (m, 1H), 7.01 ï 6.94 (m, 1H), 3.55 (br, 1H), 3.49 ï 3.42 (m, 1H), 

3.08 ï 2.73 (m, 8H), 2.49 (s, 3H), 1.98 ï 1.85 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.8, 134.2, 134.2, 128.7, 128.6, 128.5, 126.1, 

121.8, 119.6, 115.5, 113.2, 57.8, 48.8, 38.5, 37.3, 32.9, 27.2, 16.7. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H25N2
+, 305.2012, found 305.2035. 

 

 

6-methyl-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4s) 

Brown solid, 53.5 mg, 88% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.51 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.37 ï 7.31 (m, 2H), 

7.29 ï 7.23 (m, 3H), 7.23 ï 7.17 (m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.10 (m, 1H), 3.66 (s, 3H), 3.46 ï 

3.40 (m, 1H), 3.14 ï 3.04 (m, 2H), 3.01 ï 2.76 (m, 6H), 2.52 (br, 1H), 1.98 ï 1.90 (m, 

2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.9, 136.3, 136.2, 128.6, 128.6, 128.5, 128.5, 

127.7, 126.1, 120.8, 118.9, 117.7, 112.4, 109.0, 57.4, 48.7, 39.1, 34.9, 33.0, 29.6, 27.3. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H25N2
+, 305.2012, found 305.2035. 

 

.  
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methyl (2R,4S)-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole-2-

carboxylate (4t) 

General procedure, with 1.2 equiv. of 3a and shorter reaction time (12 hours). This 

reaction was carried out under N2. 

Light yellow solid, 79% yield, dr=7:1. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.72 (br, 1H), 7.54 ï 7.48 (m, 1H), 7.33 ï 7.24 

(m, 3H), 7.23 ï 7.17 (m, 3H), 7.16 ï 7.08 (m, 2H), 3.99 (dd, J = 9.5, 2.8 Hz, 1H), 3.74 

(s, 3H), 3.44 ï 3.36 (m, 1H), 3.32 (dd, J = 15.3, 2.8 Hz, 1H), 3.13 (dd, J = 15.3, 9.6 

Hz, 1H), 3.04 (dd, J = 15.6, 2.4 Hz, 1H), 2.88 ï 2.65 (m, 3H), 2.33 (br, 1H), 1.97 ï 

1.85 (m, 1H), 1.84 ï 1.72 (m, 1H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 174.6, 142.0, 134.9, 134.6, 129.0, 128.6, 128.5, 

126.0, 121.2, 119.5, 117.7, 110.5, 109.7, 56.8, 52.5, 52.2, 36.8, 36.0, 32.9, 28.3. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C22H25N2O2
+, 349.1911, found 349.1914. 

 

 

10-bromo-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4u) 

Brown solid, 50.9 mg, 69% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.94 (s, 1H), 7.34 ï 7.29 (m, 2H), 7.26 ï 7.17 

(m, 5H), 6.92 (t, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 3.86 ï 3.75 (m, 1H), 3.46 ï 3.35 (m, 1H), 3.19 ï 

3.10 (m, 1H), 3.02 ï 2.71 (m, 7H), 1.97 ï 1.79 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 140.1, 136.6, 134.2, 128.3, 128.0, 126.1, 125.2, 

123.6, 121.8, 112.5, 110.3, 110.1, 56.4, 45.0, 34.3, 31.2, 28.6, 22.2. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H22N2Br+, 369.0961, found 369.0959. 

 

 

8-bromo-4-phenethyl-1,2,3,4,5,6-hexahydroazepino[4,5-b]indole (4w) 

Brown solid, 40.3 mg, 55% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.72 (s, 1H), 7.37 (d, J = 1.4 Hz, 1H), 7.33 ï 

7.27 (m, 3H), 7.24 ï 7.15 (m, 4H), 3.46 ï 3.35 (m, 1H), 2.98 ï 2.71 (m, 8H), 2.54 (s, 

1H), 1.92 ï 1.79 (m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4) ŭ 140.1, 136.0, 133.1, 128.3, 128.0, 126.9, 126.1, 

121.9, 118.4, 114.2, 113.3, 109.8, 57.1, 45.9, 34.5, 31.2, 29.1, 21.0. 



 

17 

 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H22N2Br, 369.0966, found 369.0959. 

 

 

(E)-2-(2-styryl -1H-indol-3-yl)ethan-1-amine (5) 

General procedure, with 2.0 equiv. of TFA, higher concentration and temperature (0.5 

mL, 80 ). This reaction was carried out in a sealed tube, and purified by flash 

column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 20:1 to 10:1). 

Brown solid, 41.9 mg, 80% yield. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.32 (br, 1H), 7.58 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1H), 7.53 ï 

7.48 (m, 2H), 7.41 ï 7.17 (m, 6H), 7.13 ï 7.07 (m, 1H), 6.83 (d, J = 16.5 Hz, 1H), 

3.08 ï 2.99 (m, 4H), 1.47 (br, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 137.1, 136.8, 133.4, 129.2, 128.9, 127.8, 126.4, 

123.4, 119.8, 119.1, 117.1, 114.7, 110.7, 43.2, 28.5. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C18H19N2
+, 263.1543, found 263.1535. 

 

4.  Synthesis of Exocyclic Alkenes 6 and Ngouniensines 

 

To a stirred solution of 4a (58.0 mg, 0.2 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) and paraformaldehyde 

(6.6 mg, 0.22 mmol, 1.1 equiv.) in t-BuOH (1.0 mL) was added TFA (91.2 mg, 0.8 

mmol, 4.0 equiv.) at room temperature. After being stirred at 60  for 3 hours, the 

reaction was cooled to room temperature and quenched with saturated aqueous 

NaHCO3 (5 mL). The biphasic layers were separated, and the aqueous layer was 

extracted with DCM (3×10 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over 

anhydrous Na2SO4 and concentrated under reduced pressure. The resulting residue 

was purified by flash column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 100:3) to 

afford 6a (40.7 mg, 67% yield) as a brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.86 (s, 1H), 7.51 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1H), 7.32 (d, 

J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.29 ï 7.21 (m, 3H), 7.21 ï 7.15 (m, 4H), 7.14 ï 7.09 (m, 1H), 5.26 

(s, 1H), 5.21 (s, 1H), 3.77 (t, J = 7.0 Hz, 1H), 3.37 (ddd, J = 13.6, 7.1, 4.2 Hz, 1H), 

3.21 (ddd, J = 13.7, 6.9, 4.3 Hz, 1H), 2.82 ï 2.65 (m, 2H), 2.80 ï 2.66 (m, 2H), 2.05 ï 

1.95 (m, 2H). 



 

18 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 146.0, 142.1, 135.9, 133.8, 129.1, 128.6, 128.5, 

126.0, 122.7, 119.7, 118.8, 113.0, 112.2, 110.7, 62.2, 44.2, 36.3, 33.0, 28.1. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C21H23N2
+, 303.1856, found 303.1853. 

 

 

To a stirred solution of 4a (58.0 mg, 0.2 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) and 3a (53.6 mg, 0.4 

mmol, 2.0 equiv.) in CHCl3 (1.0 mL) was added TFA (91.2 mg, 0.8 mmol, 4.0 equiv.) 

at room temperature. After being stirred at 60  for 6 hours, the reaction was cooled 

to room temperature and quenched with saturated aqueous NaHCO3 (5 mL). The 

biphasic layers were separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted with DCM (3×10 

mL). The combined organic layers were dried over anhydrous Na2SO4 and 

concentrated under reduced pressure. The resulting residue was purified by flash 

column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 50:1) to afford 6b (41.6 mg, 51% 

yield, Z/E = 3:1) as a brown solid. Characterization data: 

Z-isomer: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.45 ï 7.32 (m, 4H), 7.25 ï 7.12 (m, 6H), 7.10 

ï 7.01 (m, 4H), 6.32 (s, 1H), 6.19 ï 6.10 (m, 1H), 4.32 (dd, J = 9.9, 3.5 Hz, 1H), 3.57 

ï 3.45 (m, 1H), 3.41 ï 3.29 (m, 1H), 3.22 ï 3.07 (m, 2H), 2.96 ï 2.85 (m, 1H), 2.79 ï 

2.55 (m, 3H), 2.55 ï 2.37 (m, 2H), 2.32 ï 2.19 (m, 1H), 1.91 ï 1.74 (m, 1H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.5, 140.4, 138.4, 135.4, 129.8, 129.5, 129.1, 

128.6, 128.6, 127.9, 127.4, 127.0, 126.3, 122.5, 119.9, 118.4, 111.1, 111.0, 63.8, 42.0, 

35.0, 32.6, 32.4, 32.3, 22.2. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C29H31N2
+, 407.2482, found 407.2495. 

E-isomer:  

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.69 (s, 1H), 7.47 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.34 ï 

7.08 (m, 13H), 5.73 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 4.12 (t, J = 6.9 Hz, 1H), 3.31 ï 3.23 (m, 1H), 

3.05 ï 2.64 (m, 6H), 2.63 ï 2.50 (m, 2H), 2.49 ï 2.36 (m, 1H), 1.99 ï 1.87 (m, 1H), 

1.83 ï 1.71 (m, 1H). 

13C NMR (101 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.9, 141.4, 137.9, 135.6, 134.2, 129.9, 129.1, 

128.8, 128.6, 128.5, 128.4, 126.3, 126.0, 122.2, 119.6, 118.6, 111.2, 110.6, 56.9, 42.5, 

36.1, 35.9, 32.7, 30.0, 28.2. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C29H31N2
+, 407.2482, found 407.2495. 
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Synthesis of 3v.4 

 

To a solution of LDA (2.0 M in THF/heptane/ethylbenzene, 26.8 mL, 53.6 mmol) 

in THF (40 mL) was added a solution of d-valerolactone (3va, 5.00 g, 50 mmol) in 

THF (75 mL) at -78  under N2 atmosphere. After the reaction mixture was stirred 

for 0.5 hour at -78 , a solution of EtI (8 mL, 100 mmol) in HMPA (19.1 mL, 110 

mmol) was added. The mixture was stirred for 18 hours at -78 , and quenched by 

adding saturated aqueous NH4Cl. The aqueous layer was extracted three times with 

Et2O (200 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with brine, dried over 

anhydrous Na2SO4 and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue (3vb) was 

used for the next reaction without further purification.  

To a solution of the above product 3vb in MeOH (50 mL) was added H2SO4 (5 

mL in 45 mL MeOH) at 0 . Then, the reaction mixture was allowed to warm to 

room temperature and stirred for 20 hours. The reaction was quenched by adding 1 M 

aqueous NaOH to pH=7. The aqueous layer was extracted three times with CHCl3 

(200 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over anhydrous Na2SO4 and 

concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue (3vc) was used for the next reaction 

without further purification. 

To a solution of the above product 3vc in DCM (250 mL), celite (27.3 g) and 

pyridinium chlorochromate (13.80 g, 64 mmol) were added. The mixture was stirred 

at room temperature for 3 hours. Hexane (200 mL) was added to dilute the mixture, 

which was then filtered through a pad of celite. The filtrate was concentrated under 

reduced pressure. The resulting residue was purified by flash column chromatography 

(silica gel, PE: EtOAc = 5:1) to afford compound rac-3v (3.09g, 39% yield for three 

steps) as a colorless oil. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 9.69 (s, 1H), 3.62 (s, 3H), 2.47 ï 2.34 (m, 2H), 

2.32 ï 2.23 (m, 1H), 1.90 ï 1.73 (m, 2H), 1.67 ï 1.54 (m, 1H), 1.54 ï 1.42 (m, 1H), 

0.84 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 201.5, 175.9, 51.5, 46.2, 41.6, 25.4, 23.9, 11.6. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C8H15O3
+, 159.1016, found 159.1011. 

 
4 R. Tokuda, Y. Okamoto, T. Koyama, N. Kogure, M. Kitajima, H. Takayama, Org. Lett., 2016, 

18(14), 3490-3493. 
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Total synthesis of Ngouniensines. 

 

Compound rac-4v was obtained as a brown oil (267.6 mg, 86% yield, dr=1:1) by 

following the general procedure. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers, ŭ 7.87 (br, 1H), 7.50 ï 

7.40 (m, 1H), 7.32 ï 7.20 (m, 1H), 7.16 ï 7.04 (m,2H), 3.68 (s, 3H), 3.43 ï 3.34 (m, 

1H), 3.05 ï 2.94 (m, 1H), 2.94 ï 2.76 (m, 5H), 2.45 (br, 1H), 2.37 ï 2.26 (m, 1H), 

1.78 ï 1.43 (m, 6H), 0.97 ï 0.86 (m, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers, ŭ 176.8, 176.7, 134.7, 

134.7, 129.2, 129.1, 121.0, 119.3, 117.7, 112.8, 112.8, 110.4, 110.4, 58.4, 51.6, 49.2, 

49.0, 47.3, 47.2, 37.5, 37.3, 35.0, 35.0, 29.0, 28.8, 27.4, 27.3, 25.7, 25.6, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H27N2O2
+, 315.2067, found 315.2076. 

 

 

To a stirred solution of rac-4v (62.8 mg, 0.2 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) and 

paraformaldehyde (6.6 mg, 0.22 mmol, 1.1 equiv.) in t-BuOH (1.0 mL) was added 

TFA (91.2 mg, 0.8 mmol, 4.0 equiv.) at room temperature. After being stirred at 60  

for 3 hours, the mixture was cooled to room temperature and quenched with saturated 

aqueous NaHCO3 (5 mL). The biphasic layers were separated, and the aqueous layer 

was extracted with DCM (3×10 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over 

anhydrous Na2SO4 and concentrated under reduced pressure. The resulting residue 

was purified by flash column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 100:3) to 

afford rac-6v (43.3 mg, 69% yield, dr=1:1) as a brown solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers, ŭ 7.99 (d, J = 8.3 Hz, 

1H), 7.49 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1H), 7.31 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.18 (t, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (t, 

J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 5.24 (d, J = 5.9 Hz, 1H), 5.17 (d, J = 5.4 Hz, 1H), 3.72 ï 3.66 (m, 1H), 

3.64 (s, 1.5H), 3.59 (s, 1.5H), 3.35 ï 3.26 (m, 1H), 3.21 ï 3.11 (m, 1H), 3.01 ï 2.95 

(m, 2H), 2.32 ï 2.23 (m, 1H), 1.80 ï 1.45 (m, 7H), 0.87 (t, J = 8.0 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers, ŭ 176.8, 176.7, 146.2, 

145.8, 135.9, 135.8, 133.7, 133.6, 129.0, 129.0, 122.6, 122.6, 119.6, 118.8, 118.8, 
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112.9, 112.8, 112.4, 112.0, 110.7, 110.7, 63.0, 62.8, 51.5, 51.5, 47.2, 47.2, 44.0, 44.0, 

32.6, 32.6, 29.1, 29.1, 28.3, 28.2, 25.7, 25.6, 11.9, 11.9.  

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C20H27N2O2
+, 327.2067, found 327.2052. 

 

 To a solution of rac-6v (47.2 mg, 0.145 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) in MeOH (1.4 mL) was 

added K2CO3 (59.9 mg, 0.434 mmol, 3.0 equiv.) at room temperature. The reaction 

was stirred at 50  for 12 hours, and quenched with saturated aqueous NH4Cl (5 mL). 

The biphasic layers were separated and the aqueous layer was extracted with EtOAc 

(3×10 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over anhydrous Na2SO4 and 

concentrated under reduced pressure. The resulting residue was purified by flash 

column chromatography (silica gel, DCM: MeOH = 100:1) to afford compound rac-

7a (15.3 mg, 36% yield) and rac-7b (15.3 mg, 36% yield) as a white solid. (7a and 7b 

were separable in column chromatography). Characterization data: 

rac-7a:  

1H NMR  (400 MHz, DMSO-d6) ŭ 10.84 (s, 1H), 7.40 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.28 (d, J = 

8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.08 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 1H), 6.95 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 5.43 (s, 1H), 5.37 (s, 

1H), 4.65 ï 4.57 (m, 1H), 4.39 ï 4.32 (m, 1H), 3.19 ï 3.08 (m, 2H), 2.82 ï 2.74 (m, 

1H), 2.20 ï 2.12 (m, 1H), 2.03 ï 1.77 (m, 3H), 1.60 ï 1.50 (m, 2H), 1.26 ï 1.18 (m, 

1H), 0.69 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, DMSO-d6) ŭ 171.5, 142.7, 136.1, 131.6, 128.0, 121.9, 118.5, 

118.4, 113.8, 110.8, 110.7, 63.3, 43.9, 41.2, 28.9, 24.6, 24.1, 22.7, 11.3. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H23N2O
+, 295.1805, found 295.1805. 

rac-7b: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, DMSO-d6) ŭ 10.87 (s, 1H), 7.39 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.29 (d, J = 

8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.08 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.96 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 5.37 (s, 1H), 5.34 (s, 

1H), 4.63 ï 4.56 (m, 1H), 4.33 ï 4.25 (m, 1H), 3.28 ï 3.11 (m, 2H), 2.77 ï 2.69 (m, 

1H), 2.05 ï 1.95 (m, 2H), 1.89 ï 1.73 (m, 2H), 1.65 ï 1.50 (m, 2H), 1.44 ï 1.35 (m, 

1H), 0.83 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, DMSO-d6) ŭ 170.8, 143.3, 136.1, 131.0, 127.9, 121.8, 118.5, 

118.3, 114.2, 110.9, 110.5, 65.2, 43.2, 41.8, 31.9, 24.8, 24.2, 24.1, 11.0.  

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H23N2O
+, 295.1805, found 295.1808. 
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To a solution of rac-7a (39.0 mg, 0.133 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) in THF (2.7 mL) was 

added LiAlH 4 (25.2 mg, 0.663 mmol, 5.0 equiv.) at 0 . The resulting suspension 

was stirred for 10 min at 0 °C  and then warmed to room temperature for 2 hours. The 

mixture was cooled to 0 °C again and quenched with 25 uL of water, followed by 25 

uL of a 15% aqueous NaOH solution and finally an additional 75 uL of water. The 

resulting suspension was stirred vigorously for 1 hour at room temperature. Then 

anhydrous MgSO4 was added, and the mixture was stirred for another 30 minutes. 

The inorganic salts were removed by filtration, and the filtrate was concentrated under 

reduced pressure. The resulting residue was purified by flash column chromatography 

(silica gel, PE: EA = 1:1) to afford ( )-ngouniensine (1a, 24.4 mg, 66% yield) as a 

yellow solid. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.89 (s, 1H), 7.50 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (d, 

J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.18 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (t, J = 7.3 Hz, 1H), 5.46 (s, 1H), 5.30 (s, 

1H), 3.73 (t, J = 4.9 Hz, 1H), 3.33 ï 3.23 (m, 1H), 3.08 ï 2.97 (m, 2H), 2.95 ï 2.85 (m, 

1H), 2.75 (dd, J = 11.5, 3.3 Hz, 1H), 2.49 (dd, J = 11.4, 7.6 Hz, 1H), 2.12 ï 2.02 (m, 

1H), 1.87 ï 1.77 (m, 1H), 1.73 ï 1.64 (m, 1H), 1.63 ï 1.54 (m, 1H), 1.54 ï 1.44 (m, 

1H), 1.44 ï 1.30 (m, 2H), 0.91 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 142.4, 135.8, 135.6, 128.9, 122.7, 119.6, 118.8, 

115.4, 112.1, 110.6, 62.3, 56.6, 55.2, 37.9, 29.2, 28.0, 26.2, 22.6, 11.9. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H25N2
+, 281.2012, found 281.2011. 

 

NMR Spectral Comparison of Ngouniensine.  

 

Position 
1H NMR (ŭ ppm) 

Isolated5 This work 

 
5 G. Massiot, M. Zeches, P. Thepenier, M.-J. Jacquier, L. Le Men-Olivier, C. Delaude. J. Chem. Soc. Chem. 

Commun. 1982, 768. 
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N-H 7.97 (s) 7.89 (s, -0.08) 

H-3ɓ 3.72 (t) 3.73 (t, +0.01) 

H-5 3.28, 3.00 

(2H), 2.91 

3.28 (m, 0), 3.02 (m, +0.02) 

H-6 3.02 (m, +0.02), 2.89 (m, -0.02) 

H-14Ŭ 2.05 (m) 2.06 (m, +0.01) 

H-14ɓ 1.82 (m) 1.82 (m,0) 

H-15Ŭ 1.46 (m) 1.48 (m, +0.02) 

H-15ɓ 1.67 (m) 1.68 (m, +0.01) 

H-17 5.47 (s) 5.46 (s, -0.01) 

H-17ô 5.31 (s) 5.30 (s, -0.01) 

H-18 0.90 (t) 0.91 (t, +0.01) 

H-19 1.38 (m) 1.40 (m, +0.02) 

H-19ô 1.32 (m) 1.33 (m, +0.01) 

H-20ɓ 1.58 (m) 1.59 (m,+0.01) 

H-21Ŭ 2.48 (dd) 2.49 (dd, +0.01) 

H-21ɓ 2.75 (dd) 2.75 (dd,0) 

 

Position 
13C NMR (ŭ ppm) 

Isolated This work 

2 142.2 142.4 (+0.2) 

3 62.3 62.3 (0) 

5 56.4 56.6 (+0.2) 

6 22.5 22.6 (+0.1) 

7 115.2 115.4 (+0.2) 

8 128.9 128.9 (0) 

9 118.7 118.8 (+0.1) 

10 122.5 122.7 (+0.2) 

11 119.4 119.6 (+0.2) 

12 110.7 110.6 (-0.1) 

13 135.7 135.6 (-0.1) 

14 27.8 28.0 (+0.2) 

15 26.0 26.2 (+0.2) 

16 135.7 135.8 (+0.1) 

17 112.1 112.1 (0) 

18 11.7 11.9 (+0.2) 

19 29.1 29.2 (+0.1) 

20 37.7 37.9 (+0.2) 

21 55.2 55.2 (0) 
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( )-Epingouniensine (1b) was obtained as a yellow solid (25.4mg, 68% yield) by 

following the above procedure. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 7.84 (s, 1H), 7.50 (d, J = 7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (d, 

J = 8.0 Hz, 1H), 7.18 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.10 (t, J = 7.4 Hz, 1H), 5.36 (s, 1H), 5.31 (s, 

1H), 3.26 ï 3.18 (m, 1H), 3.17 ï 3.07 (m, 2H), 3.01 ï 2.85 (m, 3H), 2.31 (t, J = 10.9 

Hz, 1H), 1.95 ï 1.85 (m, 1H), 1.82 ï 1.72 (m, 2H), 1.68 ï 1.53 (m, 1H), 1.33 ï 1.18 

(m, 2H), 1.05 ï 0.97 (m, 1H), 0.93 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 3H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 143.6, 135.7, 135.6, 128.9, 122.5, 119.5, 118.8, 

114.7, 111.9, 110.7, 67.8, 62.0, 56.1, 38.4, 33.0, 31.3, 27.4, 22.2, 11.6. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H25N2
+, 281.2012, found 281.2023. 

 

NMR Spectral Comparison of Epingouniensine. 

 

Position 
13C NMR (ŭ ppm) 

Isolated6 This work 

2 143.2 143.6 (+0.4) 

3 67.8 67.8 (0) 

5 55.8 56.1 (+0.3) 

6 22.2 22.2(0) 

7 114.3 114.7 (+0.4) 

8 128.8 128.9 (+0.1) 

9 118.5 118.8(+0.3) 

10 122.3 122.5 (+0.2) 

11 119.3 119.5 (+0.2) 

12 110.7 110.7 (0) 

13 135.7 135.7 (0) 

14 31.0 31.3 (+0.3) 

 
6 G. Massiot, P. Thepenier, M.-J. Jacquier, J. Lounkokobi, C. Mirand, M. Zeches, L. Le Men-Olivier. Tetrahedron, 

1983, 39, 3645. 
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15 27.1 27.4 (+0.3) 

16 135.7 135.6(-0.1) 

17 112.0 111.9 (-0.1) 

18 11.3 11.6 (+0.3) 

19 32.7 33.0 (+0.3) 

20 38.1 38.4 (+0.3) 

21 61.8 62.0 (+0.2) 

 

5.  Synthesis of Tryptamine Derivative 87 and Oxindole 9 

 A solution of 8a8 (318 mg, 2.0 mmol) and 8b (504 mg, 2.2 mmol) in DCM (4.0 

mL) were added to a solution of trifluoroacetic acid (1140 mg, 10.0 mmol) and 

triethylsilane (698 mg, 6.0 mmol) in DCM (4.0 mL). The resulting mixture was 

stirred at room temperature for 3 hours. The reaction was cooled to 0 °C and carefully 

neutralized with saturated aqueous NaHCO3 and diluted with DCM. The two phases 

were separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted three times with DCM (30 mL).  

The combined organic layers was washed with brine, dried over anhydrous Na2SO4, 

filtered, and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by flash 

chromatography (silica gel, PE: EtOAc = 5:1 ) to afford 8c (480 mg, 81% yield). 

A solution of 8c (480 mg, 1.61 mmol) and potassium carbonate (1104 mg, 8 

mmol) in MeOH (32 mL)/H2O (2.4 mL) was heated to reflux for 2 hours. After 

removal of volatiles under reduced pressure, to the residue was added water (20 mL) 

and the mixture extracted three times with DCM (20 mL). The combined organic 

phases were washed with brine, dried over anhydrous Na2SO4, filtered, and 

concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by silica gel flash 

chromatography (DCM:MeOH =10:1) to afford 8 as a light yellow oil (310 mg, 95% 

yield). Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 8.14 (br, 1H), 7.55 (d, J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.30 (d, 

J = 7.6 Hz, 1H), 7.18 ï 7.06 (m, 2H), 3.35 ï 3.23 (m, 1H), 3.01 (t, J = 6.9 Hz, 2H), 

2.90 (t, J = 6.6 Hz, 2H), 1.79 (br, 2H), 1.34 (s, 3H), 1.32 (s, 3H). 

 
7 M. Righi, F. Topi, S. Bartolucci, A. Bedini, G. Piersanti, G. Spadoni, J. Org. Chem. 2012, 77, 6351ī6357. 
8 N. German, J.-S. Kim, A. Jain, M. Dukat, A. Pandya, Y. Ma, M. Weltzin, M. K. Schulte, R. A. Glennon, J Med. 

Chem., 2011, 54, 7259ï7267. 
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13C NMR  (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) ŭ 141.8, 135.3, 128.8, 121.1, 119.2, 118.3, 110.6, 

107.2, 42.9, 28.2, 25.6, 23.0. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C13H19N2
+, 203.1543, found 203.1521. 

 

 

Oxindole 9 was obtained as a colorless oil (43.1 mg, 75% yield, dr=2:1) by 

following the general procedure. Characterization data: 

1H NMR  (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers. ŭ 9.42 (br, 0.3H), 9.18 

(br, 0.6H), 7.29 ï 7.01 (m, 6H), 7.00 ï 6.89 (m, 3H), 3.53 ï 3.44 (m, 1H), 3.43 ï 3.30 

(m, 1H), 3.29 ï 3.19 (m, 1H), 2.79 ï 2.69 (m, 1H), 2.67 ï2.59 (m, 1H), 2.57 ï 2.34 (m, 

2H), 2.27 ï 2.18 (m, 0.7H), 2.15 ï 2.04 (m, 0.4H), 1.83 ï 1.71 (m, 0.7H), 1.59 ï 1.38 

(m, 2H). 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Chloroform-d) mixture of diastereomers. ŭ 182.5, 182.3, 141.8, 

141.6, 141.4, 140.7, 132.5, 132.0, 128.4, 128.3, 128.3, 127.9, 127.9, 125.9, 125.9, 

124.1, 122.7, 122.5, 110.1, 109.9, 71.0, 68.6, 58.3, 58.2, 46.6, 46.1, 38.8, 38.4, 34.0, 

33.7, 33.3, 31.3. 

HRMS-ESI (m/z): [M + H]+ calculated for C19H21N2O
+, 293.1648, found 293.1653. 
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6. NMR Spectra  

1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2k) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2k) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2l) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2l) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2m) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2m) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2n) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2n) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2o) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2o) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2p) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2p) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2q) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2q) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2r ) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2r ) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2s) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2s) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2t) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2t) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, Methanol-d4, compound 2u) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4, compound 2u) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, Methanol-d4, compound 2w) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, Methanol-d4, compound 2w) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4a) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4a) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4b) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 2b) 
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19F NMR (376 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4b) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4c) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4c) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4d) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4d) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4e) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4e) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4f) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4f) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4g) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4g) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4h) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4h) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4i) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4i) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4j) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4j) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4k, isomer 1) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4k, isomer 1) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4k, isomer 2) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4k, isomer 2) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4l)  

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4l)  
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4m) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4m) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4n) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4n) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4o) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4o) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4p) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4p) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4q) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4q) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4r ) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4r ) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4s) 

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4s) 
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1H NMR  (400 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4t)  

 

 

13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3, compound 4t) 

 

 

 








































