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Fig. S1 The X-ray powder diffraction patterns of 6 and 7. The pattern of 7 is simulated from 

its single crystal diffraction data. 
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Fig. S2  Electronic spectra demonstrating the changes in the coordination sphere of 

chromium(III) ions during the procedure of synthesis of compound 4. The Cr
3+

-precursor 

complex is formed after the solution containing Cr
3+ 

and bpy was refluxed in the microwave 

reactor. 
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