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Table S1 Activity table for ε-caprolactone polymerization initiators 2a2h in the absence of 

BnOH
a 

 

Entry Initiator ε-CL/Al Time Conv.(%)
b Mcald10

-4 c TOF/h
-1 d

 Activity 

1 2a 100 2 h 65 0.74 33 poor 

2 2b 100 2 h 90 1.03 45 poor 

3 2c 100 30 min 99 1.13 198 good 

4 2d 100 2 h 47 0.54 24 poor 

5 2e 100 2 h 94 1.07 47 poor 

6 2f 100 2 h trace / / low 

7 2g 100 30 min 90 1.03 180 moderate 

8 2h 100 30 min 99 1.13 198 good 

16 2c 800 2 h 93 8.49 47 good 
a 
Polymerization conditions: ε-CL, 1.0 M, in toluene at 80 °C; Ar atmosphere. 

b
 Determined by 

1
H 

NMR spectroscopy. 
c
 MCald = ([ε-CL]0/[Al]0) × 114.14 × conv.%. 

d
 TOF = number of molecules of 

a given product/((number of active sites)*(time)). 
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Fig. S1 MALDI-TOF mass spectrum of PCL initiated by complex 2c in toluene at 60 °C 
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Fig. S2 
1
H NMR spectrum of PCL initiated by complex 2c/BnOH in toluene at 80 °C after 30 

  min. 
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