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Figure S1. Uv-Vis spectra of Cu(II)/Asp-Ala-His-OH system. Metal-to-ligand molar ratio 1:1.2; [CuII] = 0.9 x 10–3 mol dm–3.[image: image4.wmf]400
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Figure S2. The distribution of: Cu(II) (dotted line) complexes between (a) HmS-HmS-His-NH2  (dashed line) and Asp-Ala-His-NH2 (solid line); (b) Ser-Ser-His-NH2 (dash dot line) and Asp-Ala-His-NH2 (solid line), in aqueous solution for molar ratio 1:1:1. Binary stability constants were taken from Table 2.
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Figure S3. The distribution of Ni(II) (dotted line) complexes between (a) HmS-HmS-His-NH2  (dashed line) and Asp-Ala-His-NH2 (solid line); (b) Ser-Ser-His-NH2 (dash dot line) and Asp-Ala-His-NH2 (solid line), in aqueous solution for molar ratio 1:1:1. Binary stability constants were taken from Table 5.
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Figure S4. pH* dependence of the chemical shift ( of imidazole protons C2-H and C4-H for 4N complexes in the system Ni(II)-Ser-Ser-His-NH2. M:L = 1:1.5, [Ni2+] = 0.005 mol dm3.
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