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Fig. S1. Optical images representing two different scenarios of indentation processes. (a) Ripples are fully flattened as

w illustrated in Fig. 4a. (b) Ripples are partially flattened as illustrated in Fig. 4c. Note: the waves seen in (a) are not ripples
but interference fringes outside the contact, between the top of the PDMS and the glass sphere. Fig. (b) shows both the
ripples and the interference fringes (outside the contact).

M. 1. Full-length video of the “pick and release” experiment.



